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PREFACE 

Thb present essay has no pretension •» as its size 
sufficiently indicates — to be a complete and thorough 
history of the universities of the Middle Ages. 

To write that history with all its details^ seyeral 
volumes would be necessary, volumes rivalling in their 
dimensions the enormous folios in which the lerudite 
have massed the documents relating to each univer- 
sity — aS; for instance, the ChartuJlxkrium of the Uni- 
versity of Paris, by P6re Denifie. 

I have merely sought, in a sketch which touches 
on all questions pertaining to this vast subject with- 
out exhausting any of them, to give an idea of what 
these great associations of masters and students which 
played such an important part in the past, must have 
been in their beginnings, in their internal organization, 
their programmes of study, their methods of instruc- 
tion, and, finally, in their general spirit and external 
influence. 

In spite of the bad reputation given to the old 
universities by the Humanists of the Renaissance, it 
is impossible to ignore the services that they ren- 
dered in their time. They constitute an epoch, and a 
characteristic epoch, in the history of education ; and 
I hope that the young and brilliant universities of 

V 
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Amerioa will not find it uninteresting to gUnce back- 
ward at the history of their predecessors in ancient 
Enrope. 

In any case, I trust that my readers may find as 
much pleasure in running through this little book as I 
have had in writing it. I trust aiso, that the literary 
dictionaries, of the future, if they should grant me a 
place in their pages, will ha^e the goodness when 
they mention my name to follow it with this notice : 
(Gabriel Compayr^ a French writes, whose least me- 
diocre work, translated into English before being 
printed, was published in America. 

Pomaas, Oelobsr IT, 1808. 
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he counts for nothing* in the constitution of the great 
Italian school, the University of Bologna, the first in 
date of all the universities, since its existence was 
officially recognized in 1158. The Bolognese legist 
Imerius (1067-1138 or 1150) merits, for his personal 
action, a place, if not equal, at least analogous to that 
assigned to Abelard.' 

After bringing into prominence the part played by 
the French philosopher, and saluting him as the chief 
individual cause of the birth of the universities, it is 
important to mention the general causes whose concur- 
rence explains the origin and the development of those 
great and powerful scientific associations. 



It Is necessary, in the first place, to discard the 
prejudice that the first universities of the Middle 
Ages were bom suddenly, in a day, at a precise mo- 
ment whose date it would be possible to fix exactly. 
Doubtless the letters-patent of kings, the bulls of 
popes, which have for the most part been their con- 
stitutive charters, have each their date. But these acts 
of formal consecration, coming from the royal or the 
pontifical authority, contemplated almost always an 
accomplished fact ; they simply sanctioned an institu- 
tion which had formed itself, and whose slow elabora- 
tion had been prepared by the spontaneous efforts of 
several generations. This is so true that, even for 

^ It is eBtablished, nevertheless, that even at Bologna the works 
of Abelard were read, studied, and imitated in the time of Gratian. 
s See Part m, chap. iii. 
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the anirenilties whose histories are best known, — fox 
the Unireisity of Paris, for example, — it is impos- 
sible to say exactly at what epoch they commenced.^ 
The privilege conferred by Philip Angustns in 1200 on 
Parisian students and instructors; the regulation of 
the Cardinal Legate, Robert de Cour^on, in 1215 ; the 
pontifical charter of Gregory IX, in 1231, — all these 
documents presuppose the previous existence, the 
already constituted force, of the Parisian schools of 
which they undertake to regulate the organization in 
detaiL 

In a word, the popes, like the kings, if they were 
the patrons, the protectors of the first universities, 
were not their founders. The universities sprang from 
a spontaneous movement of the human mind.' By 
the very force of things, with the aid of time, and 
thanks to favorable social conditions, they were the 
natural result of one of those intellectual movements 
which, like the Renaissance of the sixteenth century 
or the Bevolution of 1789, after ages of torpor, gain 
foree enough to dominate the human mind. They 
originated from one of those fortunate crises of 
growth which are met with, from time to time, in 
the life of humanity, as in that of individuals, during 
their adolescence. ^'I3ie University of Paris," sayai 

i*<What WB know tliel«ast about In «U onr hlitory," aaid Pro- 
f easor M. CiolBet of tlie UniTtnity of MontpelUer, «t the centenary 
fitee of 1889, ** Is the preeiie moment when it began. tTnirenitiei 
do not oome into the world with a datter.*' 

s Ck»mpaie 8a7igny» Onchichte deg rOmischen lUekU, ehap. m, 
Met 00: ** It would be altogether emneons to compare the earUeet 
naiveirities of the Ifiddle Agee with the learned foundations oC on 
own timei» iStabUihsd 1^ a monarch," ete. 
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Thoioty ^'was bom of the need of eompanionship 
which men who cultiyate their intelligence feeL''^ 
With still more precision Mr. Lanrie has written: 
<'The nniyersities were founded by a concurrence 
(not wholly fortuitous) of able men who had some- 
tiiing they wished to teach and youths who desired 
to learn/' * 

Doubtless, when once the first universities had 
found their definitiye form, it was easy for popes 
and kings to decree, at a given date, the creation of 
a new establishment. The model once fashioned, it 
became easy to imitate it. Thus it is that numbers 
of universities, founded in the fourteenth and fif • 
teenth centuries, are merely faithful copies of the 
University of Paris or that of Bologna. But at the 
beginning, in the thirteenth century, we see hardly 
more than two universities which form an exception 
to the general rule of a more or less long preparation, 
and which sprang instantaneously from an act of 
sovereign will: that of Palencia, in Spain, created 
by Alfonso YIII of Castile in 1212-1214; and that 
of Naples, constituted in 1224 by* Frederic IL It is 
to be remarked, besides, that these universities, by the 
veiy reason of their factitious origin, were scarcely 
prosperous. That of Palencia, notably, had only a 
precarious and ephemeral existence.' And it ift per- 
missible to conclude that the majority of the univer- 

1 Thnrot, De VorganUcOUm de Ven$eign&nent dam VCniv$rHU 
deParU. Paris, I860, p. 3. 

> Laurie, Leetur€S on th» Bi$€ and Early CcnitUution of Uni* 
versiUes, London, 1886, p. lOS. 

* Vicente de la Faente, BUtona d* foi UniiMHidadei tn JPipolSa. 
Madrid, 1881, t i, p. 76. 
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sities, eyen the smallest proTiucial ones, such as those 
of Orleans and Angers in France, have been the pro^ 
duct of a long local evolution, and thrust their roots 
deep into a long past of labor and intellectual culture. 

It is only in modern times that flourishing universi- 
ties may be seen springing out of the earth between 
one day and the next, created, so to say, by the stroke 
of a magic wand. To make such improvisations pos- 
sible, two things are needful which were alike un- 
known to the Middle Ages: either a governmental 
centralization sufficiently strong to be able to install 
at once, in any given city, a corps of professors, with 
the necessary appliances; or such individual munifi- 
cence as has been witnessed in the United States 
many times during this century in the case of such 
men as (xeorge Peabody, Ezra Cornell, and Johns 
Hopkins, — to cite only these, — munificence great 
enough to establish complete universities in a few 
years, equipped with all their instruments. 

Things went otherwise in the Middle Ages. As 
has been very justly remarked by an annalist of the 
universities of Sicily : " A doctor of some reputation 
drew around him a group of disciples eager to be in- 
structed. Their numbers gradually increased ; other 
doctors, finding an audience all ready, set up their 
chairs near his ; and thus was founded a school which 
went by the name of Studium, but which did not 
at first embrace the entire body of human learn- 
ing. The University of Paris began with schools of 
theology and philosophy. The school of Salerno, the 
most ancient in all Italy, was never anything but 
a medical school. The University of Bologna, which 
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was SO greatly renowned, whicli had eighty professor- 
ships, and whither flocked as many as twelve thou- 
sand students from all countries, was at first only 
a school of Boman law. So, too, the University of 
Padua comprised at the beginning only its chairs of 
law/' * 

It is impossible, in fact, to avoid the conclusion 
that the universities, when they began, did not in the 
least resemble complete bodies of instruction. They 
began by specialization. ''Four cities," wrote St. 
Thomas Aquinas toward the middle of the thirteenth 
century, ''surpass all others, Parmiia in sderUiis, So- 
lemum in medicinis, Bonania in legibtis, Aurdianis 
(Orleans) in actonbus" (pleaders). It was in nowise 
necessary that a school, a studium generale^ desiring 
to call itself a university, should be provided with 
the four faculties : arts, theology, law, and medicine. 
The University of Paris was itself incomplete, since 
civil law was not taught there. It was only 1360 
that Pope Innocent VI created a school of theology 
at Bologna. Orleans was never more than a univer- 
sity of law, to use the expression then in vogue.* 
The University of Avignon was opened in 1227 by the 
establishment of a theological instruction destined to 
combat heresy.' On the other hand, a great number 
of universities either never had professors of the- 
ology, or did not have them at first. "Neither at 

1 Aab^, iiude «vr Vin$truetifm publique en Sidle, Paris, 1873, 
p. 4. 

* J^tienne Pasquier, Recherchee de la France^ t. i, p. 989. 

* Marcel Foamier, Lee statute et priviligee dee Univereitie /ran' 
faieee, Paris, 1891, tii, p. 301, 
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Salaman6a nor Goimbr^ neither at Valladolid nor at 
Lerida, up to the fifteenth century/' says a historian 
of the Spanish universities, ^' was there any theologi- 
cal instruction except a few chairs of canon law. It 
is a mistake to imagine that the point of departure for 
the universities was the idea of studying ecclesiasti- 
cal science." * 

At Paris dialectics and theology were emphasized, 
by reason of the movement started by Abelard; the 
study of civil law took the lead in the majority of 
the Italian universities, through a natural affinity 
with Borne, and thanks to the most carefully pre- 
served traditions of Koman law; elsewhere, as in 
the universities of Spain, for example, under the 
more direct influence exerted in that country by 
Arabian physicians, the medical sciences came first; 
everywhere, in fine, for locdl reasons and particular 
circumstances, a special instruction is first developed. 
It stimulates intellectual effort in a limited field; 
then, little by little, the circle is enlarged; the 
awakened human mind stretches itself in all direc- 
tions; studies of another order are grafted on the 
primitive stem, and new schools are seen to open 
beside the first. 

At the same time exchanges are made, and, as it 
were, colonizations from city to city. Legists from 
Bologna introduced the study of law into the French 
universities, as, for example, at Hontpellier. Parisian 
theologians carried their science and their methods 
to Oxford. And, thanks to these reciprocal relations, 
the universities, insensibly aggregating the different 

1 Vicente de la Fnente, op. dt, t. i, p. 227. 
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idnds of studies then known, were for the most part 
able to oonstitute themselves with their new quad- 
rivium : theology, law, medicine, and arts. 



II 

One mistake must be avoided. ''TTnirersity,'' at 
the outset, is not a synonym of the university of 
science, but simply of the umyersity of persons, 
teachexs, and students, doctores tt docendif who com- 
pose a groups an association of studies. The proof 
of this is that, in all the acts relating to the Uniyer- 
sity of Paris in the thirteenth century, the word 
universUaa is always followed by the genitives fno^fis- 
trarum et ^cAoIanum. In the letter by which Pope 
Innocent III in 1205, invited the professors of Paris 
to send some of their number to Constantinople to 
reform the studies there, these are the opening words : 
« XJmverm magistris et seh^laribas PariaienHbus, to all 
the masters and scholars of Paris.'' And a few lines 
further on, the pope addresses the university in these 
terms : UniversUcvtem vestram rogamua} In the stat- 
utes given to the Medical Faculty of Montpellier, in 
1220, by Cardinal Conrad, Legate of the Holy See, 
the author asks the opinion of the '^ University of the 
physicians of Montpellier, tarn dootorum qtiam disci' 
ptUorum." * But what use is it to multiply testimony ? 
It is unnecessary to recall that Orleans was never 
anything but a " University of law" ; that at Bologna, 
in one and the same city, two imiversities were recog* 

1 CKartularium UniverHtatis ParUiensU. Paris, 1889, t. i, pp. 
S3, 63, < M. Foumieti op. cit., t. ii, p. i. 
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nized, that of law and that of arts. The question 
is not a doubtful one. Univer^UieSf in its primitiye 
sense, merely signifies "association," "corporation." 
" In the language of the civil law," observes Maiden, 
"all corporations were called universitates, as forming 
one whole out of many individuals. In the German 
jurisconsults universitas is the word for a corporate 
town. In Italy, it was applied to the incorporated 
trades in the cities. In ecclesiastical language the 
term was sometimes applied to a number of churches 
united under the superintendence of one archdeacon. 
In a papal rescript of the year 688 it is used of the 
body of the canons of the church of Pisa." ^ 

No use can be made, as against the definition I 
have given of the word "university," of the ambiguity 
which might be created by the expression " studium 
generate,'^ constantly used, from the second half of the 
thirteenth century, to designate a centre of studies.* 
Nor does studium generate mean a school embracing 
the complete circle of sciences. Bologna, when it 
was still merely a school of law, Orleans, which 
has never been anything else, were studia genercdia 
as truly as the most complete universities. The 
epithet generate was not applied in view of the extent 
or nature of the instruction, but simply of the fact 
that the lectures were public, open to everybody, ac- 
cessible to students of all countries and all conditions. 
"The universities," says Laurie, "were open to cUl 

^ Professor Halden, Origin of Univtrsitiet, p. 13. 

* Studium generate should be nnderstood as congregatio gene" 
raliSt the general assembly of aU the members of the aniyersity. 
Savigny is wrong in suggesting that the adjective generate relates 
to the jpriyilege docendi hie et vhiqu§. 
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-without restriction as $tudia ptMica or generalict, as 
opposed to the more restricted eoclMiastical schools 
which were under a Rtde/^ ^ 

The universities then^ at their origiui were merely 
academic associations, analogous, as societies of mutual 
guaranty, to the corporations of workingmen, the com- 
mercial leagues, the trade-guilds which were playing 
so great a part at the same epoch; analogous also, 
by the privileges granted to them, to the municipal 
associations and political communities which date 
from the same time. It was from the second half 
of the eleventh century that the Lombard and Tus- 
can cities rose against their sovereign bishops and 
formed themselves into a veritable republic, leagued 
among themselves, but independent and self-governing. 
If Italy, among all European countries, has been the 
one that saw the birth of the most universities in the 
thirteenth century, she certainly owes this to special 
social conditions, to the republican constitution of the 
majority of her cities.' In the same way, it is during 
the twelfth century that the spirit of political liberty 
began to develop itself in France and the emancipa- 
tion of the communes was accomplished. 

On the other hand, the Crusades, while binding 
closer the ties and solidifying the relations between 
the peoples of Western Europe, excited the imagina- 
tion, brought the Occident into contact with the 
Orient, with the civilization and science of the Arabs. 

1 Laurie, op. cU,, p. 101. 

3 Of the fifteen cities of Northern Italy which in 1226 fonnded 
the Second Lombard League, five had aniversities from the thiv* 
teecth centnry : Bologna, Vicenza, Padua, Vercellit Flaiaanoe. 
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They inspired an inclination for adyenture and travel, 
and) in fine, uniting men of all ranks and countries 
bj the impulse of a common enthusiasm, they opened 
the way to associations of another sort, founded, not 
for the deliveiance of the Holy Land, but for the 
conquest of knowledge. 

It is beyond doubt that the uniyersity associations 
modelled themselyes upon the much older associations 
which sprang from the necessity of protecting com- 
mercial and industrial interests ; either those which, 
in the interior of a city, grouped workmen of the same 
trade ; ^ or those which, like the Hanse of Hamburg 
and of Lubeck (1241), united a certain number of 
industrial towns for the deyelopment of foreign com- 
merce ; or, finally, those travelling corporations which, 
square and trowel in hand, went from province to 
province, from city to city, to build their cathedrals.* 

Established for an entirely different purpose, that 
of preserving and increasing the deposit of learning, 
the universities had, none the less, their own interests 
to defend, and a multitude of individuals to protect ; 
and it is natural that, following the example, either 
of the merchants corporately leagued, or of the com- 
munes emancipated by royal charters, they should 
have sought to strengthen themselves^! at first by 
solidarity, by the mutual assistance of all persons 

1 It was ander tbe same king, Fhilip Augustus, that the Unirer- 
sity of Paris began to take fonn, and that the Parisian Hanse, or 
association of the water-sellers of Paris, was eonstitated. 

^ See, oonoeming this interesting question of the points of agree- 
ment between the trade-guilds and the nniyersitles, M. Bimbenet's 
work, HUMre de V UniversiM de Lois d* OrUoM. Paris, 1863, p. 59 
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composing them; and afterwards by the participation 
of all their members in the same franchises and 
privileges. 

"I explain to myself," says a French writer, *'how 
a single city could in the Middle Ages bring together 
bodies of students belonging to different provinces 
and different countries, by the analogy which this 
agglomeration of students bears to the agglomerations 
of traders of different nations in certain cities on the 
seaooast, where they have their separate banks^ and 
even their separate markets." ^ 



m 

I have described what there was of spontaneity 
in the growth of the universities. But it is none the 
less true that these studious tendencies, these efforts 
at association, would very probably have resulted in 
nothing if they had not obtained the co-operation 
and favor both of the ecclesiastical and civil powers. 
I shall in the first place show this in relation to the 
Church and the popes. 

It is incontestable that the protection, the kindly 
aid, of the papacy was gained from the very begin- 

^ Boathors, Coutumes de Picardie, cited by Bimbenet, op, cit, 
p. 73. Bimbenet reproduces seyeral articles from the statutes of 
the guilds, the provisions of which are identical with those con- 
tained in the statutes of the uniyersities ; this, for example: "If 
one of the associates fall sick, the brethren shall visit him ; if he 
happen to die, four brethren, nominated by the ancient (the dean) 
shall watch by the dead man, and bury his body ; and all the asso- 
ciates shall aceompany him. . . 
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nings of the unirersities.^ One after another, the 
popes granted, with the most cordial alacrity, the bulls 
of erection or the confirmations of privileges solicited 
by the kings and emperors. 

The Church of the thirteenth century was no longer 
minded, as a Council of Carthe^e had been, to pro- 
scribe the study of letters. Without claiming that 
the court of Borne had become a centre of liberal 
ideas, some progress had been accomplished. The 
days had gone by when a pope, Sylvester II (999- 
1003), was accused by his contemporaries of having 
transactions with the devil, because he had acquired, 
chiefly in the Arabian schools of Spain, a certain 
modicum of science; so that after his death it was 
said: Homagium diabolo fecit et maie ftnivU. Toward 
the close of the twelfth century^ the chair of St. 
Peter was occupied by such a man as Alexander III 
(1169-1181), who deserved to be called the propug- 
nator of Italian liberties, for his support of the 
league of the Lombard cities against the emperor of 
Germany; at the commencement of the thirteenth 
century, by Innocent III (1198-1216), who needed 
nothing to interest him in the beginnings of the Uni- 
versity of Paris but the recollection that he had 
himself been one of its students ; * by Honorius III 
(1216-1227), who deposed a bishop for not having 

1 From 1200 to 1260 the chartrdarium of the single UniYersity of 
Paris contains more than one hundred and fifty pontifical lettersi 
granting priyileges, regulating studies, etc. 

3 Not only Innocent m, hut Honorius III, Gregory IX (1227- 
1241), and stiU other popes must he reckoned among the students 
of the Uniyersily of Paris. See Budinsky's work, Die UnivertitSi 
Paris, Berlin, 1S76, p. 189 et seq. 
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lead DonatoSj that is to say^ for not haTing studied 
graminar.^ 

Moreover, the Church had as yet no reason to sus- 
pect an intellectual progress whose representatlTes 
seemed to haye no other object than that of studying 
the faith, and of submitting themselves intelligently 
to dogmas henceforward explained and demonstrated 
l^ a compliant dialectic. The philosophy of that age 
was generally humble and modest — Abelard having 
been scarcely more than an exception — and it did 
not complain of being called the handmaid of the- 
ology {anoilla thedogitB). Doubtless th^ new estab* 
lishments, thanks to the immunities ' and privileges 
whose possession was assured to them by the popes 
themselves, were more than once destined to be the 
antagonists of the papacy. But who could then 
divine, in the obscure beginnings, the fclat and the 
ambitions of the future? Doubtless the universi'- 
ties, by the intellectual travail they were to excite, 
bore the germs of the approaching liberty of thought, 
the Bef ormation and free philosophy. But who could 
then suspect that the human mind, encouraged in its 
efforts by the Church, would one day turn against the 
Church, that reason would not always be in accord 
with fidth, that science could be something oth^ 
than the confirmation of the traditional beliefs ? 

In generously according their patronage to the uni- 
versities, in favoring the development and diffusion 
of human learning, the popes certainly believed cihat 
[ they were laboring only for the glory of Ood and the 

good of tl^ Church. This conviction is shown in 

4 8MrtrtlII»chsp).L 
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the almost identical terms by which the different 
pontifical bulls urge the importance of letters and the 
sciences. A few extracts will suffice to prove this. 

In 1229, Gregory IX wrote to the king of France, 
Louis IX, to recommend to him the University of 
Paris, then disturbed by a students' riot. He reminds 
him that '' wisdom is necessary, and that wisdom lA 
nourished by the study of letters."* Now, what ia 
wisdom, to a pope, except the Christian faith? In 
1231, in the emphatic language of the time, the same 
pope writes to the Parisian professors and students : ' 
'* Paris, mother of sciences, city of letters, . . . where, 
as in a special factory of wisdom {in offlcina sapientioB 
specicUi), . . . skilful men ornament and decorate the 
precious stones of the spouse of Christ. • . .'' 

The same language occurs in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries. In 1331, in the bull of the foun- 
dation of the University of Cahors, John XXII ex- 
presses himself thus: <^ After having considered how 
precious is the gift of wisdom and knowle(^e, and 
how desirable it is to possess them, since by them the 
shadows of ignorance are dissipated {ignorarUicB tene- 
hrcB profiigantur) and the obscurities of error dis- 
pel^ed, because they permit the curious intelligence 
jdf mortals to order and dispose their acts in the light 
of truth; ... we desire ardently and with all our 
heart that the study of letters should everywhere 
flourish and be increasingly developed.'' ' 

In 1422, when he erected the little University of 

1 ChartiUarium universitatia ParUUntU, 1. 1, p. 128. 

« Ibid., p. 137. 

* Baudel, Histoire de VUniversiU de Cahors, 1876. p. 10. 
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DSle, in Burgimdy, Martin Y declared ihat *^hj (lie 
stndy of letters the worship of divine things increases 
(divinarum cuUus augetur) and the Catholic faith is 
fortified."* 

In 1431, at the time of the foundation of the Uni- 
Tersity of Poitiers, Eugene IV proclaimed in his 
turn how well the study of letters, by dissipating the 
darkness of ignorance, comports with the public and 
prirate advantage, both temporal and spiritual, of the 
entire world. '< Thanks to them, the worship of Qod 
is increased (Dei cuUus augetur) i they prepare the 
salvation of souls." * 

In 1450, Nicholas Y, in granting to the University 
of Barcelona the privileges of the University of Tou- 
louse, considered that, thanks to the new studium 
generale, "the Catholic faith would be extended in 
that region (ibidem Jidea OatJiolica dilaietur),''* 
. It would be superfluous to multiply citations. Al- 
ways and everywhere recur the same expressions, the 
same eulogies for ''the pearl of science," the same 
homage to the universities considered as instruments 
for the propagation of faith and piety. It is not the 
only time in the history of .humanity that an estab- 
lished power has been seen to prepare the way for 
its own decadence by protecting institutions which 
afterwards rise against it, and little by little promote 
its ruin. Are we not in our own day witnessing an 
analogous spectacle^ when in every land we see the 

iBeanne and d'Arbaumont, Les UniversiUs d9 la Franche 
Comte, 1S70: Pi^es jtMtificativeSt p. 3. 

« Privileges de VUnivertiU de Poitiers, 1726, p. L 
* Yicento de la Faente, op. cit., t. i, p. SSS. 
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ruling classes riyalling each other in their ardor to 
multiply public schools, and thus making ready for 
the advent of a new order of things, of a levelling 
of society, the result of which, when accomplished, 
will be to dispossess the ruling classes of their 
privileges ? 

If a decisive proof is wanted of the part which 
the popes expected the universities to play, it will be 
sufficient to examine in what circumstances and for 
what end one of the most important provincial uni- 
versities of France, that of Toulouse, was created in 
the opening years of the thirteenth century. The 
Holy See was at that time occupied with the ques- 
tion of re-establishing the Catholic faith in a region 
disturbed by heresy and the Albigensian war. The 
creation of the Dominican order (1216) and the foun- 
dation of the University of Toulouse were due to the 
same purpose. In 1217, in fact, Honorius III wrote 
to the professors of Paris to invite them to go and 
teach at Toulouse, '^ in that country,^' said he, '^ whose 
inhabitants wish to return to Qod; where it is neces- 
sary to prevent venomous serpents from entering, and 
where it would be fitting to transplant certain men, 
who, by their lectures, their preaching, and their 
exhortations, would ardently uphold the cause of 
God."* And in 1233, when he confirmed the erec- 
tion of the new university, instituted by his legate 
in 1229, Gregory IX expressed the hope that "the 
Catholic faith, which seemed to be completely ruined 
in these regions, might again fiourish there, if a school 
of letters {shidium lUterarum) were established.'' ' 

A M. rounder, cp. dt, t i» p. 437. * Ibid., t.i, p. Ui 
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The XJiiiY6T8ity of Toulouse theiii in the opinion of 
the popes, was to be a bulwark established against 
the inroads and progress of heresy, a sort of fortress 
constructed in a hostile country, wherein to shelter 
and protect the orthodox faithful. And this idea 
of seeking a point of yantage in the universities, a 
counteraction to the heretical propaganda, shows itself 
again, and more forcibly, when, in the sixteenth cen- 
tury, the popes, in order to combat the Beformation, 
authorize the foundation of Jesuit universities, that 
of Pont i, Mousson, for example.^ 

IV 

By what idea were the emperors of (Germany, the 
kings of France, and the other princes of the Middle 
Ages moved, when they united with the popes to assist 
the rising universities by their favor ? Assuredly, 
it was not so much a disinterested affection for the 
study of science as it was a political forecast. In 
the first place they proposed to embellish and enrich 
their dominions by endowing them with public 
schools whose reputation, once established, might 
attract thither many foreigners, a source of glory, 
and of riches as well. But they thought afterwards 
— and the event more than once proved them to have 
been in the right' — that the universities which they 

1 See chap. iiL 

> In 1683» Louis XIY wrote to the professors of the TJnirersity of 
Poitiers : " Haying seen the zeal and affection yon hare, both for 
our pexson and for the conservation of our right and those of onr 
States — .'' • . • More than once the nniversities took sides for the 
King of France against the claims of the ooort of Borne. 
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called "their yery dear daughters/^ would become, 
thanks to the independence they enjoyed, centres of 
influence and political action, and a solid support of 
the royal power. "The universities," says M. Liard, 
"are not merely the homes of science. They are also 
schools of public spirit. In all times politicians have 
regarded them as such." ^ Finally, the heads of the 
State hoped that, recognizing the farors with which 
they oyerwhelmed them, the universities would form 
faithful subjects for the crown, just as the popes 
expected that they would give good Christians to 
the Church ; that they would be schools of political 
loyalty, as, on the other side, they were to be schools 
of religious faith. 

When Frederick Barbarossa instituted the Uni- 
versity of Bologna, by his decree of 1168, he justified 
the protection he proI^ised to masters and disciples 
by saying that "their science illuminated the entire 
world, and that, thanks to it, subjects learned how 
to live in obedience to Grod, and to the emperors, 
who are the ministers of God."* 

When he confirmed, in 1367, the privileges of the 
university of the city of Cahors, then placed under 
the domination of the English, Edward, Prince of 
Wales, wrote : " It is befitting to crown with all the 
gifts of our munificence those who teach how to dis- 
tinguish the just from the unjust." • It is evident 
that the study of law was preferred by princes, as 
the study of theology was preferred by the popes. 

^ M. Hard, Univir^iUs et FocuXUb. Paris, 1S90, p. 151. 
> Qoppit Ja UnivtrHta Italiane net medio evo, Firenze, 1880^ 
p. 73. * Baudel, op, cit,, p. 40. 
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Irf 1212, Philip the Fair, regulating the study of 
ciyU and canonical law at Orleans, declared that the 
science of laws and of written law is profitable for 
the deyelopment of reason, directs morals, and by 
doctrine prepares for the practice of justice and the 
understanding of what is customary."^ It is not 
doubtful that considerations of utility attracted the 
sympathies of kings toward the juridical studies 
which would give them prudent counsellors, and 
legists expert in the management of affairs. 

Just as several universities were organized by a 
motu prqprio of popes, to combat the progress of 
heresy, so others were created by the will of kings, 
to combat the inroads of foreign politicians. It was 
thus that in 1331, in the midst of the Hundred Years 
war, the King of France, Charles VII, solicited from 
Pope Eugene lY the erection of the University of 
Poitiers. It was a question for him who had been 
derisively called the King of Bourges, of stirring 
np national sentiment by constituting, in a province 
which had remained faithful and French, a new centre 
of influence. And the proof is, that the King of 
England, Henry YI, by a sort of retort, hastened to 
reply to the establishment of the French University 
of Poitiers, by obtaining from the same pope, Eugene 
IV, the foundation of the University of Caen for Kor- 
mandy in 1437, and, in 1441, that of the University of 
Bordeaux for Guienne.' Similar reasons determined 
Philip II of Spain to install a university at Douai 

1 H. Tcfvanies, op, ejt., t. i, p. 96. 

* See Baickhausen, Statuts et rigUnunti tk TandcnfM UfUvtn 
iiU de Bordeaux, Boideaux, ISSO. 
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in 1561.^ So, too, in the fifteenth century, King Louis 
XI and Pope Pius II agreed to authorize the univer- 
sities of Nantes in Brittany (1460), and of Bourges 
in Berry (1468), the two provinces which sent most 
students to Paris ; they intended, by these creations, 
to reduce and counterbalance the importance of the 
University of Paris, which had compromised itself 
at this epoch by supporting the Pragmatic Sanction 
of Bourges. 

Interests of every sort, then, have presided at the 
formation of the universities. In Italy, says Coppi, 
many sttidia were founded by the cities with a view 
to increasing the population and the wealth of the 
inhabitants.* Among this number were Pavia (1361) 
and Ferrara (1391). The Republic of Florence 
created its university in 1348, to repair the breaches 
made by the pest in its population and prosperity. 

Thus the most diverse causes contributed to the 
birth of the universities and to assuring their suc- 
cess. Nevertheless, that which dominates all the 
rest is that, in a society ignorant until then, the uni- 
versities opened for the first time a free course to 
the travail of the mind and the search for truth. 
Thenceforward the rude cares of warfare or the prac- 
tices of a blind devotion no longer absorbed the life 
of the Middle Agest. With bad methods, doubtless, 
and within very narrow limits, the universities were, 
notwithstsuiding, superior schools. They responded 
after their manner to the travail of the mind, the 
vague longing after knowledge which thereafter tor- 

s Coppi, qp. dtf p. lliS. 
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ments human consciousness. Between the strong- 
liolds of the nobles and the cathedrals of the bishops, 
they were the sanctuaries of study. As was elo- 
quently said at the centenary of the Uniyersity of 
Montpellier, by Professor M. Croiset: "Everywhere 
in Europe at that time, the two powers of the world, 
the Church and feudalism, attracted all attention, one 
by the boldness of its lofty cathedrals, the other by 
the massiveness of its dungeons. But between these 
two and at their feet, an obscure force is already 
active, composed of ideas in part, and in part of pas- 
sions, a menacing force, aroused by instinct, and which 
does not itself know as yet either all that it 
or all that it can do.'' 
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To give a complete idea of the origin of the uni- 
versitieSi one should be able to relate the particular 
history of each of them, and to enter into details 
incompatible with the plan of this treatise. I must 
be content with certain general views, and set aside 
the particulars which abound, and which permit me 
to say that, during the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries at least, no two universities were founded 
under identical conditions. It is only in the fif- 
teenth century that the formalities of institution for 
46 
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new tmiv^ersities were regpilated. The ciyil power, 
a king, an emperor, or some nobleman, took the first 
steps, and solicited the pontifical power for a bull of 
erection. This bull, which was never refused, author- 
ized the creation of the universitj, conceded privi- 
leges to it, and determined the number of faculties. 
Then the civil power intervened anew and confirmed 
the organization of the university by a definite act. 

But in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, in 
the period of hesitancy and of laborious births, we 
must not expect to find this precision and this regu- 
larity of form. Sometimes, and most frequently, it 
^ was the pope who took the initiative ; sometimes it 
was the head of the state. Thus John XXII founded 
the University of Cahors in 1332, and it was only in 
1368 that the Prince of Wales, and in 1370 that 
Louis, Duke of Anjou and lieutenant of the king of 
France in Languedoc, conferred upon it the favor 
of a civil institution.^ By an inverse proceeding, 
other universities were created by royal decree and 
waited years for the pontifical consecration. Sala- 
manca was legally established in 1243, by privilege 
of Ferdinand III, king of Leon and Castile ; and did 
not receive a bull from Pope Alexander IV, ap- 
proving the foundation, until 1254.' So likewise the 
English University of Cambridge had been already 
recognized by royal authority in 1217 ; it is from 
this year, in fact, that its ^'earliest authentic legal 
instrument '^ is dated, an edict of the king, Henry III, 
addressed to all clerks of Cambridge; but it wan 

1 Fonrnier, op, cU., t. if, pp. 55S-S5S. 

s Tlcente de la Faente, op. cU,, t. i, pp. 90, S12. 
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only a hundred years later^ in 1318, that Pope John 
XXII accorded to Cambridge formal recognition as 
a studivm generate. Sometimes the civil and the 
ecclesiastical authorities were not wholly in agree- 
ment. For example, Clement V erected the Uni* 
yersity of Orleans in 1306, through a sentiment of 
gratitude toward the schools of that city, where he 
had studied law; and 1312, the King of France, 
Philip the Fair, issued letters-patent which, while 
maintaining the University of Orleans, profoundly 
modified the privileges granted it by the pope.^ 

It is far from true, moreover, that all of the uni- 
versities have had the double institution; many of 
them had to be content, some with a papal bull, 
others with a royal or imperial decree. There are 
even some, and among the number the most impor- 
tant and the most ancient, which erected them- 
selves, so to speak, and which cannot exhibit in their 
ckaHyXarium any written act of institution. ''The 
earliest universities,'' says Laurie, "grew and were 
not founded." 

This is so true that P^re Penifie, in his learned 
work on the universities of the Middle Ages,' has 
adopted as his principle of classification for the uni- 
versities, and the basis of his labor, this diversity of 
origin. He distinguishes, in effect, four categories 
of universities : 1. The high schools, which organized 
themselves, without a written act of erection {ohne 
Errichtungs-hriefe), — for example, Salemum, Oxford, 

^ Bimbenet, op. eit, p. 16 et aeq, 

s 2><e EnUtehung der UrUversitaten de$ MUtMUers bU 1400^ 
Berlin, 1885. 
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Cambridge, Amgers, Padua, etc. ; 2. Those whose 
establishment was decreed by the pontifical will, — 
Borne, Pisa, Toulouse, Montpellier, Avignon, Gahors, 
etc.; 3. Those founded by a king or emperor, — 
Arezzo, Palencia, Naples, Orange, Salamanca, etc.; 
4. Those, finally, and they were the least numerous 
during the period studied by P^re Denifle, — that is 
to say, up to 1400, — which had the double investi- 
ture, — Prague, Vienna, etc. 

Very few at the beginning, the universities rapidly 
multiplied themselves with a prodigious fecundity; 
and by the end of the fifteenth century there were 
already nearly eighty institutions of the sort presid- 
ing over the intellectual movement of Europe. It is 
to be remarked, moreover, that during three hundred 
years this movement went on accelerating from cen- 
tury to century. In the twelfth century there had 
been but a single official institution, — that of Bologna, 
in 1158; in the thirteenth century we reckon nine- 
teen or twenty, most of them between 1200 and 1250 ; 
in the fourteenth, more than twenty-five ; in the fif- 
teenth century, thirty. Here is the list, with the 
description of their foundation : * — 

^I omit a certain number of stitdia which appear to hare 
claimed, nnsncceflsfnlly, the title of oniyersity ; for example, in 
Italy, Beggio, where a school of law flouriehed toward the end of 
the twelfth centory ; Modena, which, after obtaining from Honoriiu 
m and Frederick in (1225 and 1226) the conceesion of privileges, 
was unable to stand the oompeti^on of Bologna, and soon disap- 
peared. It WM the same with Yioena (12(H), etc 
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Thibtbenth Ceittubt 

1200, PwrU; prlTflege granted by Philip Angoiitcui. 

12^, Ostfard; whose nniyersity constituted itself without any 

official sanction ; the first royal recognition, a charter 

from Henxy ni, is dated in 1268.^ 
12 — , Camtnidgt; which sprang from Oxford, and developed 

spontaneously like Oxford ; letters-patent from Henry 

m in 1217 and 1281 ; a bull from Pope John XXn in 

1818. 
12 — , Artzxo; which likewise dates from the first half of the 

thirteenth century ; imperial recognition from Charles 

IV fai 1366. 
1212, FoUncia;^ in Spain, founded by Alfonso Yin, King of 

Castile. 
1222, Padua; which arose from an emigration of Bologneee 

professors. 
1224, Naples ; Frederick n. Emperor of Germany. 
1224-1228, VerceU; which arose from an emigration of profes^ 

sors from Padua.* 
1229, Tovlouse; Pope Gregory IX. 
1248, Salamanca; Perdinand m, King of Castile and Leon; 

confirmation in 1264 from Pope Alexander TV, 
1244, Curia Somana; Pope Innocent IV ; this school followed 

the popes to Avignon. 
1246, Valeneia; in Spain ; James I, King of Aragon. 
1248, JPlaisanee; hi Italy ; Innocent IV ; the Duke of Milaa, 

Galeazzo n, confirmed its privileges in 1398. 

1 Laurie affirms that Oxford had been " a true university " from 
1140, and Cambridge from 1200; but he admits that " their oniver- 
sity organization took its form about 1290» after the Paris migra- 
tion." Laurie, op, cit,, p. 242. 

* The university of Falencia had but an ephemeral existence. 
St. Dominic studied there. 

* Vereeil was never very important, and soon disappeared. On 
all the Italian universities, see Savigny, GMchichte dea r&mi$efien 
RechU, 
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1264, Seville; Alfonso X, the Wise, King of Castile and 
Leon* 

1288, Lisbon; Denis, King of Portogal; Pope Nicholas IV 

transferred it to Coimbra in 1308. 

1289, Mon^Uier; Pope Nicholas IV.^ 

1289, Oray ; Otho IV, Count of Burgundy ; tranif emd to D61e 

in 1423 by PhiUp the Good. 
1293, AUaXa; Sancho IV, King of Aragon. 
1296, Pamien; Pope Boniface VIIL 

FotTBTBBNTH CeNTUBT 

1800, Lerida ; James II, King of Aragon and Sicily. 
1303, Borne; Pope Boniface Vm. 
1803, Avignon; Pope Boniface VIIL 

1306, Orleans; PopeQementV; hi 1812, King Philip the Fair.* 

1307, Perotue ; Clement V ; hi 1866, the Emperor Charles IV. 

1308, Coimbra^ already organized toward the close of the 

thirteenth century, in 1279 ; successor to the Uniyer- 

sity of Lisbon. 
1810, Dublin; Pope Clement V. 
1832, Cahors; Pope John XXn. 

1339, QrenobU; the Dauphin, Humbert n ; Pope Benedict XII. 
1343, PUa; Pope Clement VL 

1346, VaUadolid; Pope Clement VL 

1347, Prague; Pope Clement VI ; in I8464 the Emperor Charles 

IV.« 
1849, Florence ; confirmed in 1364 by Charles IV. 
1849, Perpignan; Peter IV, King of Aragon; confirmed in 

1379 by aement Vn. 

1 Montpellier had flourishing schools long before 1289. By 1220, 
the statutes for the teaching of medicine had been drawn up by a 
papal legate. In 1230 St. Louis regulated by an ordinance the 
promotions of the faculty of law. 

* Orleans had been a university of ciyil law a hundred years 
before the formal recognition of 1306. 

• Charles IV took the initiatiye, and asked the pope to institute 
this unirersity. 
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136ft, Huuea; Peter IV, King of Angcm; xe-establiflhed In 
1464 by Pope Paul IL 

1367, Sienna; from 1821, emigration to Siezma of profeason 
from Bologna ; privileges conceded, 1367, by the Em- 
peror Charles IV. 

;861, Pavia; Charles IV ; in 1889, BonHaoe Vm. 

1365, Vienna; the Emperor Bodolphns IV ; Pope Urban V. 

1366, Geneva; the Emperor Charles IV. 
1366, Orange; Charles IV. 

1366, Cracovia ; Casimir III, King of Poland ; Urban V. 

1367, FUt^irchen^ in Hungary ; Urban V. 
1367, Angers ; Louis U, Duke of Anjou.^ 
1379, Erfwt; Pope Clement VIL 

1385, Cologne; Pope Urban VL 

1386, Heidelberg; Pope Urban VI. 
1389, Qfen; Boniface IX. 

1391, Ferrara; Boniface IX ; this university had been estab- 
lished by municipal statutes since 1263. 



FlFTEElTTH CbKTUBY 

WUrzburg, 1403; Turin^ 1406; Aix, ia Provence, 1409 
LeipHc, 1409; St. Andrews, Scotland, 1412; Bostock, 1419 
Ddle, 1423 ; Louvain, 1426 ; Poitiers, 1431 ; Caen, 1436 
Bordeaux, 1441 ; Catafia, 1446 ; Valence, in Prance, 1462 
Treves, Glasgow, 1464; Freiburg, GreifswaU, 1466; Basel 
1459 ; NarUes, 1460 ; BesanQon, 1464 ; Bourges, 1469 ; Ingol 
stadt, 1472 ; Saragossa, 1474 ; Copenhagen, 1476 ; Upsala, 1476 
Tubingen, Mayence, 1477 ; Parma, 1482. 

» 

Who could deny, after merely glancing over this loiig 
enumeratioDi the importance of the university move- 
ment in the last three centuries of the Middle Ages ? 
Doubtless among these universities many remained 

^ Angers had flouxishing schools in the first half of the thirteenth 
century. 
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obscure or bad no e&ctire existence. Oocasionallj 
they weie bat the ephemeral adornment of over^ 
ambitions cities which did not possess the resonrces 
necessary to make great schools prosper. Some of 
them^ bom of the &Toritism of popes or kings, or 
owing their existence to a sort of local Tanity, have 
inscribed their modest titles for a few years only in 
the history of the nniversities. But, on the other 
hand, how many have remained .glorious, and main- 
tained to our own day, while undergoing a trans- 
formation, their useful and laborious existence? 

In the sixteenth century the creations did not 
slacken. The age of the Benaissance saw the birth 
of more than thirty universities, among them some 
which have left a mark in the history of letters 
and sciences ; for example, Aberdeen (1606), KOnigs- 
berg (1542), Jena (1662), Leyden (1576), Edinburgh 
(1682). Two special causes were added during the 
sixteenth century to those general ones which, in that 
epoch of renovation, were bound to multiply scholastic 
foundations. On the one hand, the Reformation gave 
rise to the institution of Protestant universities — the 
first was that of Marburg, in 1627 ; on the other, the 
creation of the Society of Jesus, among other peda- 
gogic. consequences, had that of the establishment of 
Jesuit universities — for example, that of Messina,^ 
which Ignatius of Loyola organized in 1647 by send* 

I The UniTeraity of Messins was instl«ated» on paper, in 14B0 
by King John oi Sicily. Bat it was not nntU 1560 that Pope Panl 
m, at the reqaeet of Loyola, granted the boll of erection. The 
Jesuits multiplied in Sicily, and in the eighteenth century they were 
the mastere of inatructioi^ throughout the islawl* 
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ing several members of his order thither; and that of 
Pont k Mousson^ also, which dates from 1572.^ 

Between 1600 and 1700, although most of the cities 
that were able to support universities were already 
provided with them, we see twenty-one more created, 
chiefly in Germany and Holland, — France and Italy 
having long since attained the maximum that they were 
capable of reaching. Finally, in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries, without speaking of transatlantic 
universities, of those which in America have consti- 
tuted themselves the fortunate rivals and the vigorous 
imitators of the universities of the Old World, more 
than forty new universities have seen the light of 
day in Europe.' 

II 

But I must go back and keep within the limits of 
my subject. From the thirteenth century, England 
with Oxford, Spain with Salamanca, France with 
Paris, Italy with Bologna, leaving unmentioned the 
universities of less importance, had each a focus of 
instruction whose brilliancy streamed afar. Germany 
was behindhand, — it is true that it has caught up 
very well since, — and it was not until the fourteenth 
century that it followed the movement. The first 

1 The UnlTenity of Pont k Monsson in Lorraine was instituted 
hj Dnke Charles III, and Pope Qregory Xin. See, concerning this 
nniyersity-y Tarioos opuscules by M. Favier, Nancy, 1878, 1880. 

s Among this number are Berlin, 1810; Ghristiania, 1811; St. 
Petersburg, 1819; Brussels, 1834; London, 1836; Athens, 1836. In 
France the Revolution and the Empire suppressed the ancient uni- 
yersities, and at the present time the law which proposes to r^ 
sttabliflh them is being discussed in the French Senate. 
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German university, that of Prague, dates, in fact, 
from 1347. It will be interesting to review rapidly 
the history of the origins of those great universities 
of the thirteenth cen1;ury — which one might call the 
mother-universities, because from them nearly all the 
others originated — and to show that similar circum- 
stances presided at their formation. 

At Paris the movement created by Abelard sur- 
vived him. The influx of students from every na* 
tion was prodigious during the second half of the 
thirteenth century, and we are told that it was one 
of the causes which determined Philip Augustus to 
enlarge the circumference of Paris.^ Men who had 
a great reputation in their time continued Abelard's 
instruction. Among the number was Gilbert de la 
Porr^, who taught theology. He also was a her- 
etic, aad was persecuted in his turn by St. Ber- 
nard, who procured his condemnation by the Council 
of Bome in 1148.' After him I may cite Peter Lom- 
bard' and Maurice de Sully, who succeeded Peter 
Lombard as Bishop of Paris in 1150; and who arrived 
as a mendicant, begging his bread, in the city where 
he was afterwards to teach philosophy and theology 
with so much renown, and to occupy its highest eccle- 
siastical dignity.^ Popes Adrian lY (1154-1159) and 
Innocent IV (1198-1216) studied at Paris during 

^ Jnyenal des Urains, in 1435, affirmed that there had been from 
16,000 to 20,000 gtudents in Paris the preyions year. Their number 
most hATe been still more considerable in the thirteenth century, 
when the universities were not yet multiidied. 

* Gilbert de la Porr^ (1070-1154). 

* See chapter ▼. 

4 Manrioe de SuUy (1105-1196). 
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this period. An English historian enumerates no 
fewer than thirty-two eminent Oxonians who had also 
studied at Paris^ and among them Bobert Orosseteste 
and Eoger Bacon.^ The schools of Mount Ste. Gene- 
vi^ye and of St. Victor had their dient^le, and the 
cathedral school of Kotrd Dame continued to flourish. 
And it was not from the ancient palatine school, long 
before dispersed, but ''from the reunion of the schools 
of logic established on the mountain with the school 
of theology that was in the cloister of Notre Dame, 
that the University of Paris was f ormed.'* * 

Bologna, like Paris, laid claim to very ancient 
beginnings, and in Dezobry's Dktionnaire de hiogra- 
phie et d'hidoire (1857) one may read: "The Uni- 
versity of Bologna owes its origin to a school of law 
founded by Theodosius II, in 425, and revived by 
Charlemagne.'' More enterprising still, certain his- 
torians of the University of Cambridge trace back 
the foundation of their university to the fourth 
century before Jesus Christ. "The year 375 b.o./' 
wrote, in 1574, an adventurous author, "a son of the 
king of Spain, named Cantaber, landed in England, 
founded the town of Cambridge, and there instituted 
a university, composed at first of 'philosophers and 
astronomers wliom he had brought with him from 
the city of Athens." • 

Something must be abated from these pretensions 
to antiquity. As a school of law, Bologna does not 

1 Mullingei^y op. dU, p. 184. * ThiiTOt, op. ciL, p. 7. 

t Concerning these legends, see Mullinger, op. dt., p. 460. The 
fabulous tradition related above proceeds from the English doctor, 
John Caf«, 
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appear to date earlier thain tHe twelfth century. In 
the oommencement of that century the professors 
of jurisprudence occupied an important position 
there. From 1123 they composed one of the three 
soyereign assemblies of the city of Bologna^ — that 
which was called the Council of Credence (Consiglio 
di Credenza). It was in 1137 that Imerius taught 
there^ and he was the true founder of this university, 
as we shall see later on.^ 

In England, for the mother-university, that of 
Oxford, there was a slow and progressive prepara- 
tion. Here we have not to go back to the remote 
beginnings, to the influence exercised in the eighth 
century by the celebrated Bede,^ of whom an English 
writer has said that, "in his tomb science was en- 
shrouded during four centuries " ; nor to the part 
played by Alfred the Great, and the efforts to regen- 
erate studies in his realm, which he made in the ninth 
century in imitation of Charlemagne. I need only 
say that at that epoch Oxford possessed flourishing 
schools. They were twice pillaged and destroyed by 
the Danish invasions, but by the eleventh century 
they had regained their old position. The rhetoric of 
Cicero and the logic of Aristotle were studied there.' 
After having suffered further loss at the time of the 
Norman conquest, Oxford, thanks to the protection of 
Henry I, third son and second successor of William 
the Conqueror, again became a centre of studies. 

^ See Part HI, chap, iii, where I shaU have oocaaioxi to retuni 
to the founder of the Unlyersity of Bologna. 

s Bede, an English monk and historian (673-7S5). 

<yaUet de Yiriyme, HUtoirt de rinstruction publi^u^ e» 
MvTop§9 1809, p. 100. 
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Undoubtedly there were then none of those scho- 
lastic palaces which arose there in the course of 
time. It is related that the lecture-halls and the 
houses where the students lodged were built of wood 
and thatched with straw^ and were thus at the mercy 
of the fire which devoured them in 1130. But stu- 
dents flocked thither none the less. More than else- 
where, perhaps, the protection of the higher clergy 
was gained in England for the rising universities; 
and, on the other hand, the religious orders, the 
Franciscans and Dominicans, played a great part in 
the revival of studies. 

One man who has left many memories of himself 
in his own country, Eobert Grosseteste (1175-1253), 
contributed particularly toward this movement. The 
first half of the thirteenth century in England has 
been designated '^the age of Bobert Grosseteste,"^ 
just as, in France, the first half of the twelfth cen- 
tury might be called the age of Abelard. ^' He was," 
says Laurie, " 2i, patriot and a scholar and a human- 
ist." * He had studied at Oxford, at Cambridge, and 
at Paris. After becoming Bishop of Lincoln, he did 
not cease to foster learning: by his writings he 
popularized the works of Aristotle. And it was not 
merely Greek books, in the form of translations, that 
he introduced into the English schools; Mullinger 
affirms that he sought to attract Greek scholars to 
England. 

One name will serve to show what the intellectual 
development of England was in the thirteenth cen« 

^ MnUinger, The Univertity of Cambridge^ 1873, p. 84. 
* Laurie, op. eiU, p. 230. 
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tuiy, — that of the monk Roger Bacon (1214-1294). 
Koger Bacon, before studying in Paris, had studied 
at Oxford; then he established himself in England. 
By the freedom of his researches and the boldness 
of his experiments he aroused the fanaticism of his 
contemporaries, and was accused of magic. At the 
same time, uniting a love of antiquity to a taste for 
investigation in the natural sciences, he collected the 
masterpieces of classic literature at great expense, 
and, for his time, became a Humanist of the first 
rank. 

The University of Salamanca was the queen of 
Spanish universities. Founded about the year 1200, 
it did not receive its official charter until 1243, 
from the hands of Ferdinand III, King of Castile 
and Leon. But from its very beginning it took its 
place in the first rank, among the great centres of 
instruction. It took part in drawing up the cele- 
brated astronomical tables of the King of Castile, 
Alfonso X, the Wise. Like the University of Paris, 
it was mixed up with the great religious quar- 
rels of the age, and took part in the schism of the 
West by pronouncing for the popes of Avignon.* 
It must not be forgotten that, later on, in the fif- 
teenth century, it lent a courageous support to 
Christopher Columbus, that it alone had faith in 
the success of his great adventure, and that in the 
Convent of the Dominicans of St. Stephen, whose 
house is still in existence at Salamanca, the project 
of navigation to which the fifteenth century owed 

1 Henry VIII, King of England, consulted it In 1637 coBoernlng 
his diroroe from Katharine. 
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the disoorery of America, was discussed and ap- 
proved. In the sixteenth century the Uniyersity 
of Salamanca was teaching the Copemican systemi 
while Galileo was in prison. More than once it gave 
professors to Bologna and to Paris.^ The bachelors 
of Salamanca remained celebrated up to the eigh- 
teenth century. All through the Middle Ages^ more 
than four thousand students pursued there a course 
of instruction as complete and as various as that 
imparted at Paris. 

The question has been much discussed in Spain as 
to whether or no the University of Salamanca was 
derived from that of Palencia, which was founded 
some years earlier, in 1212.' What is certain is that 
in the twelfth century there were important schools 
in Salamanca, schools which, like those of Paris, were 
installed in the cloister of the cathedral. It is also 
established that, from the beginning, medical studies 
took an important place in the University of Sala- 
manca ; and that the inspiration of these schools came 
from Arabian physicians. In the tenth century, 
Qerbert, before becoming Pope Sylvester II, went to 
seek in the Mohammedan academies in the south of 
Spain more thorough instruction than he had been 
able to find in the Christian schools of France. The 
presence of the Moors and the brilliancy of Arabian 
science, the philosophy of Averroes, and the medicine 

1 In the sixteenth oentnry, a canon of Salamanca, Peter Cizaelo, 
tanght mathematics at Paris; and, at the same epoch, Bologna bor- 
rowed Bamos de Pareja, who passes for the inventof of modem 
mnsic, from Salamanca. 

s Yicrate de la Foente, op, cit, t, i, p. 76. 
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of AYioenna, exercised a manifest influence on the 
deyelopment of studies at Salamanca. Here^ then, 
as elsewhere, there was a scholastic movement which 
preceded royal ordinances; although the individual 
action of sovereigns particularly favorable to the 
sciences, of a king who was a mathematician and 
astronomy, for example, like Alfonso the Wise, 
may have contributed much to the development of 
the University of Salamanca. 



m 

The example once given by the ^'mother-univer- 
sities,'^ the foundation of other universities was 
merely a question of imitation. Paris especially was 
imitated. ''The Universities of Oxford and Gam- 
bridge in England, of Prague, Vienna, Heidelberg, 
and Cologne in Germany, derived their formal consti- 
tution^ the tradition of their education, and their 
modes of instruction from Paris. The influence of 
this university has indeed emboldened some writers 
to term her 'the Sinai of instruction' in the Middle 
Ages.'** 

When the Emperor Charles IV organized, in 1348, 
the first German university, that of Prague, which 
had been authorized in 1347 by a bull of Clement VI, 
he drew upon his memories as a former student 
of the University of Paris. As Bdllinger says, " in 
memory of his student life in the Kue de Fouarre, he 
wished to have a copy of the University there in bis 

1 MolUnger, cp, eit,, p. 74. 
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hereditaiy kingdom of Bohemia."^ So, too, in 1385, 
when Pope Urban YI organized the University of 
Heidelberg, still so flourishing, the pontifical bull 
states that the new studium generals would be estab- 
lished according to the hallowed formula, ad inatar 
9Hudii PariHensU} Vienna, for its part, whose uni- 
versity dates from 1365, claimed to continue the trsr 
ditions of Athens, of Borne, and of Paris.* Paris had 
succeeded to the literary capitals of the ancient world. 
Paris, said St. Bonaventura, is the source whence the 
streams of science spread over the whole world. 

In England, French influence shone with no less 
brilliancy. Oxford, which according to Laurie '^was 
entitled to the name ' Universitas ' about 1140,^ ^ and 
which' in any case comprised a great number of stu- 
dents at the end of the twelfth or the beginning of the 
thirteenth century, since in 1209, says a contemporary 
chronicler, when an emigration to Cambridge occurred, 
reoeaMTunt ab Oxonia tria mtUia dericorum tam magi9- 
trorumquam discipiUarum,^ — Oxford was several times 
stimulated and improved by the coming of foreign 
professors from Bologna, and especially from Paris. 
It was Yacarius, a Bolognese, who in 1149 tried to 
install the study of Roman law there ; but it was a 
former student of Paris, an Englishman by birth, 

1 Charles IV, says an author of his time, ordained that " Stu- 
dium Progenia od modum et eonsuetudinem studii PariHentU, 
in qtu> olim ip9e rex in puerilibtu coTuHtutus annii studuerat, in 
omnibus et per omnia dirigeretur et regeretur,** Denifle, Die Ent» 
etehung der UniversitSten, etc., p. 688. 

s Denifle, op. cit,, etc., p. 882. * Denifle, op. cit, etc., p. 006. 

« Laurie, op. cit.t leetare ziii, Oxford and Cambridge. 

i Daniile, op. eit., p. 242. 
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moreover, Robert Pallejne, who in 1130 ** endeavored 
to revive the teaching of theology, and succeeded in 
infusing a higher spirit into the Oxford schools/'^ 
Later, in 1228, when, after a students' riot and the 
reprisals provoked by it, the masters and students of 
Paris emigrated in great numbers, it was not only in 
the studious towns of France, in Angers, Orleans, and 
Bheims, that they took shelter, but also in Oxford and 
Cambridge. Henry III, Eling of England, had invited 
them thither in a letter the text of which has been 
preserved : "Duximua vestroB Universitati aignifieandum 
guod si vobis placeat ad regnum nostrum Anglim vos 
transferre . . . civttatesj burgos vd viUas quascumque 
vditis digere vobis ad hoc assignabimus" ' This appeal 
was listened to. The migrating masters repaired in 
part to Oxford, and, says Laurie, ''they would carry 
the genius of Paris with them." 

It is hardly necessary to say that the provincial 
universities of France have been, for the most part, 
faithful copies of the University of Paris ; Montpel- 
lier must, be excepted, since it drew its inspiration 
partly from Bologna. It is true that, in the papal 
bulls relating to the universities, it is almost invari- 
ably written that they should be organized ad instar 
studii Tohsani. But the University of Toulouse itself, 

1 Robert Pnlleyne wrote a book of Sentences, which it thought 
to have suggested that of Peter Lombard, which became the hand« 
book of theology in the schools of the Middle Ages. 

* CJutrtularium Univ, Paris,, %. i, p. 119. The Unlrersity Col- 
lege was founded at Oxford four years later, In 1292. In 1240, 
Robert Grosseteste ordered the professors of theology at Oxford 
to conform, in their lectures, to the usages followed at Paris. 
IHd., p. 169. 
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the most ancient after Parish was modelled after the 
great Parisian school; the privileges were the same, 
and, due allowances being made^ the studies were 
similar. Through Toulouse^ then, it was Paris which 
was copied everywhere, at Orleans, Angers, Poitiers, 
Caen, Bordeaux, etc. 

Even in Spain, where, nevertheless, Bologna and 
Montpellier had much influence, a strictly French 
influence made itself felt When the King of Ara- 
gon, James II, established the University of Lerida 
in 1300, he affirmed in his decree that ''the Holy 
See granted to the new studium the same indul- 
gences, immunities, and favors already granted to the 
Studium of Toulouse.''^ In the previous century, 
Alfonso VIII, Eling of Castile, had constituted the 
University of Palencia by inviting ''masters of the- 
ology and the liberal arts from France and Italy, to 
whom, in order to retain them, he assigned large sal- 
aries ^ {Sapientea e QaUia et Italia convocavU, quibus 
magna $tipendia est latgUus)} So, too, it was the 
privileges of the University of Toulouse that Pope 
Nicholas Y conceded in 1460 to the University of 
Barcelona. When Pope Paul U restored the Univer- 
sity of Huesca in 1464, he gave it Toulouse, Mont- 
pellier, and Lerida as models. Finally, in the bull of 
Sixtus lY, in favor of the University of Saragossa 
(1474), it is said that the ^u4ium generate would be 

1 Vicente de la Faente, op, eit, t. i, p. dOL 

s Denifle, op. cit, p. 474. The Mtipendia, the appointments, nata- 
rally played a great part in the prosperity of nnirersities. An 
inscription, vhich may still be seen at Salamanca, says of the uni- 
versity of that city: iUa d^fideTU&nu itipendiit ci^ecit,— until it 
vas reorgaaiaed by Alfonso X. 
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founded there ad iMkar of the IJniyenitieB of FariB 
and of Lerida. 

It was from France, again, that Portugal borrowed 
in part the first elements of unirersity organization. 
At the dose of the thirteenth oentury, King Alfonso 
III, who had travelled in France, brought back with 
him two scholars, Domingos Jardo, a Portuguese, 
but a doctor of canon law in the TTniversity of Paris, 
and Aymeric d'HA>rard, a nobleman of Queroj.^ It 
was with the aid of these two advisers that the kings 
of Portugal proceeded to the establishment of their 
National university, installed successively at Lisbon 
and at Coimbra. 

Next to Paris, the University of iSologna had most 
imitators. Hie universities of Italy, that of Naples 
excepted, sprang directly or indirectly from Bologna. 
That of Padua, in 1222, was founded by a colony of 
professors from Bologna; so was that of Sienna, in 
the fourteenth century. ''The intellectual move- 
ment of the northeast of Italy,'' M. Benan has said, 
'' is altogether connected with that of Padua. Now 
the Universities of Padua and Bologna were really 
only one, at least as far as the philosophical and medi- 
cal instruction was concerned. The same professors 
migrated nearly every year from one to the other, to 
obtain an increase of their salaries." * Bologna, how- 
ever, extended its influence to foreign countries: in 

1 Aymerio d'H^brard ww tb» preceptor of the son of Alfonso 
m, Denis the libend, who founded the Unirersity of Lisbon, 
From 1190 it was costomary at Ck>imbra to send certain canons of 
the Order of St. Aognstine to study in France. 

s Benan^ Av«rro4$ et Tuiverrofcme, 1852, p» 269. 
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Fiance; the Universities of MontpeUier and Ore- 
noble were copied after Bologna. It was Placentin, 
a Bolognese, who introduced the study of law at 
MontpeUier.^ 

The multiplication of universities would have been 
impossible without these mutual loans and exchanges. 
Throughout the entire Middle Ages, there was a per- 
petual passing to and fro of masters and students 
from one country to another^ — from France to Eng- 
land, from Italy to France, and back again, — or, in 
the same country, going in turn from one city to 
another city, from one school to another school. I 
may cite some examples. Peter Lombard, the Master 
of the Sentences, as he is called, the uncontested chief 
of theological instruction in the Middle Ages, whose 
classic work enjoyed so great an authority that, ac- 
cording to Crevier, — who had counted them, — it has 
had 244 commentators — almost as many as Aristotle ; 
Peter Lombard studied successively at Bologna^ 
Bheims, and Paris. The successor of Abelard, but 
more circumspect than he in the application of dia- 
lectics to theology, Peter Lombard did not wholly 
escape the criticism of the orthodox, — of theologians 
who were alarmed by the freedom of his logic, and 
who claimed that the subtleties of dialectics were 
''like a fine and minute dust, blinding the eyes of 
those who stir it up."' Twenty-«ix erroneous arti- 
cles are counted up in his doctrines, — making him 
quite a ''heretic." He maintained that "Jesus 
Christ, in so far as he was man, was nothing," — a 
proposition from which sprang the sect of "nihilists." 

1 866 Part m, cbap. iii. * Creyier, op. dU 
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One was a ^'nihilisf on easy tenns in those days. 
So^ too, a writer justly celebrated in the twelfth 
centniy, Peter of Blois, first studied letters and phi- 
losophy at Tours and at Paris, then went to Bologna, 
about 1160, to follow the lectures on law, and after- 
wards returned to Paris to take up theological 
studies. He finally ended his career in England.^ 
This example is particularly striking, because it shows 
how, before the foundation of unirersities which 
later reunited in the same city and in one centre 
all sorts of studies, a man eager for learning was 
obliged to go seeking, from city to city and in special 
schools, the different branches of human knowl- 
edge. John of Salisbury is another example of how 
these learned peregrinations were then obligatory 
**^ ell students. Bom about 1100, at Salisbury, in 
England, we have found him in Paris, in 1136, an 
enthusiastic auditor of Abelard. He spent not less 
than twelve years in the schools of Prance, exercis- 
ing himself in theology, under the direction of Robert 
of Melun (an Englishman who was teaching at Me- 
lun), in grammar with William of Conches (himself a 
pupil of Bernard of Ghartres), and in mathematics and 
rhetoric under other masters. He taught in Paris 
about 1146 ; but he afterwards returned to England^ 
where he was for some time attached to the church of 
Gaiiterbuiy. Then he travelled in Italy, and finally 
returned to France, where he died, Bishop of Ghartres, 
in 1180. 

1 Peter of Bloii died about U9S, In Engiandi where he had 
become an important persona^ge. See the Hittoire lUUr(Ur$ de la 
Frane€f t. xr, p. 8il et ieq. 



eS ABELABD 

The beginnings of the University of Cambridge 
show plainly how the displacements and migrations 
of nomadic professors or members of religious orders^ 
travelling from one country to another^ scattered the 
seed of science on fresh soil. Montalembert thus 
describes the origin of Cambridge : " Four Norman 
monks^ transplanted from Saint Evroul^ in France, to 
Croyland, in England, with the eloquent and learned 
Abbot JofEride, formerly professor at Orleans, con- 
cluded to open a public course of lectures in a 
granary which they hired near the gate of the town 
of Cambridge. But, as neither this granary nor other 
still larger edifices were able to contain the throng 
of men and women who soon hastened to listen to 
them, the monks of Croyland conceived the notion 
of organizing the instruction given by the professors, 
on the plan of the monastic exercises of the order. 
Thus, Brother Odo was deputed to teach grammar, 
according to Priscian and Bemy, at daybreak; at 
Prime, Brother Terric taught Aristotle's logic with 
the comments of Porphyry and Averroes ; at Tierce, 
Brother William, the rhetoric of Cicero and Quin- 
tilian; while, on every holiday. Brother Gislebert, 
the most learned member of the community, ex- 
plained the Sacred Scriptures to the priests and to 
the scholars, and, moreover, preached every Sunday 
to the people, in spite of his unf amiliarity with the 
English language. Such was the beginning of the 
University of Cambridge, — a feeble rivulet, which 
soon became, according to the expression of a French 
monk, Peter of Blois, a great stream which fertilized 
all England."^ 

1 De Montalembert, L€$ Moines d^ Occident, t. tU, p. 6B0i 
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Even after the uniyersities had been constitatedi 
the international exchange of stndents and of mas- 
ters did not cease. The papacj^ which protected the 
universities because it counted on directing thenii 
aided by its universal domination in facilitating their 
relations and the reciprocal services they rendered 
to each other. It was in vain that certain cities^ 
through self-love and local interests^ sought to iso- 
late their universities : Florence, for example, prohib- 
ited Florentines to study anywhere but at Florence, 
tinder penalty of heavy fines. A current stronger 
than national rivalry reunited all the universities of 
Europe in a sort of federation. There was then, in 
spite of incessant wars, in spite of invasions, in spite 
of the hatreds between peoples, there was above all 
the frontiers a European alliance of all the superior 
schools, a something like the United States of uni- 
versities. And in this assemblage of almost similar 
schools, it was Paris that held the leadership. Even 
at Bologna, the college of theology, annexed to the 
university by Pope Innocent IV in 1362, was formed 
on the model of the theological faculty of Paris. 
Parisian professors were called to the Grerman uni- 
versities of the fourteenth century. The first rector 
of the University of Heidelberg, Marsilius de Inghen, 
had been rector of the University of Paris. It was 
not a pious illusion, it was truth itself, which inspired 
Duboulay, when, in the title of his book, he described 
laost of the other universities as daughters of the 

University of Paris: qtuB ex eadem cammuni matre 
excesserunL . i 
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CHAPTER i 

PKIVIJLEGEB OF THE UNIYEBSITIE&I 

L The uniTenitj prlyileges a deriTatlon from th* priyileges eon- 
oededto the Catholic clergy — Priyileges an important cause of 
the prosperity of the early nnirersities— IL The first nnirersity 
priyilege that conferred on Bologna hy Emperor Frederick I in 
the decree Habita (1168) — Exceptional or internal Jurisdiction 
of oniyersities — The right of nontrahi extra — III. Exemption 
from all personal taxes and contributions and from military 
seryioe— IV. The right of ceMOtio— Historical examples-* V. 
Other minor priyileges — The priTUeges and Immimities extended 
to all memhers of a nniyersity. 



One might say that there were nio privileges, prop- 
erly speaking, in the Middle Ages ; privileges, techni- 
cally speaking, being abrogations of the common law, 
and common law, that is to say, a uniform role for 
all, not existing at that period. The truth is that 
there were privileges on all sides ; privileges for the 
clergy, privileges for the nobility, privileges for 
the communes and for the cities. Every class of 
men, every community, every city, aspired to live a 
life of its own, to obtain a relative independence, to 
have its special system of jurisprudence. Possessing 
the favor of the spiritual sovereign as well as of the 
temporal ones, the universities had their share at 
once, and a very considerable share, of exceptional 
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immunities and franchises. They formed little re- 
publics, states within the state, using, and some- 
times abusing, the very rights which they held from 
kings and from the Holy See, to enter into conflict 
with kings and with the Holy See. Almost exclu- 
sively ecclesiastical at the outset, — for the majority 
of their members belonged to the clergy, — they were 
naturally admitted to a participation in the privileges 
already enjoyed by the religious orders and the mem* 
bers of the Church in general. " The whole body of 
the Catholic clergy,'^ says Gibbon, '^was exempted 
from all service, private or public, all municipal 
offices, and all personal taxes and contributions which 
pressed on their fellow-citizens with intolerable weight, 
and the duties of their holy profession were accepted 
at a fuU discharge of their obligations to the repub- 
lic/^ So it was that when popes ox kings extended 
these exemptions to the rising universities, the city 
governments took no umbrage at it. 

And these privileges, granted in the first place to 
semi-ecclesiastical academic corporations, were pre- 
served by the universities as, little by little, they 
were secularized. The importance of higher study 
justified the favors which had originally been au- 
thorized by religious sentiment. The language of 
the Middle Ages affords proof of this: the word 
dericuSf clerk, at first signified one who was studying 
in, order to enter the ecclesiastical state. It was 
afterward applied to any learned or educated person.- 
The immunities, likewise, which none but ecclesiastics 
had previously profited by, were granted in the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries to all whom the universities 
sheltered under their patronage. 
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It is to be remarked^ moreover, that as a btvor 
aceoided to the taste for study, the unirersity privi- 
leges of the Middle Ages were not altogether a 
novelty. <'At the time of Vespasian, certainly not 
long after/' says Laurie/ <' immunities were granted. 
The Medici and the professors of liberal arts, who 
taught in the Roman capital and large provincial 
towns, were exempted from imperial taxes, from 
service in war, and from discharging municipal 
duties, except when they were desirous to do so. 
These privileges were, of course, extended to the 
University of Constantinople. Gonstantine, in his 
edict of A.z>. 321, continues and confirms past privi- 
leges as they had existed in all parts of the Empire 
(vide Theod. Code, iii, tit. iii, I)." 

That the enjoyment of their privileges, apostolic 
or royal, was one of the chief causes of the prosperity 
of the imiversities, is demonstrated by every page of 
their history. More than once the University of 
Paris, obliged to defend its threatened exemptions, 
has forcibly demonstrated, in its representations to 
the kings of France, that it could not be divested of 
them without risk of driving away its students, or at 
least sensibly diminishing their number. Who can 
tell the number of masters and of pupils whose de- 
sire for study has been encouraged by the prospect 
of enjoj^g the favors granted to members of the 
imiversities ? This will be better understood by 
those who examine with me the nature and impor* 
tance of those privileges. 

^ Laurie, op. cit, p. 200. The Theodosian Code Jiutifled the priyi- 
leges accorded to the uniyersities by these words: "Qao faciUus 
Uberallbos stodiis et artibus mqltos institoant." 
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The first example of the priyileges granted to uni- 
yersities must be sought for in the imperial consti- 
tntion, the HaibUa, promulgated in 1168^ at the Diet 
of Boncaglia; by Frederick Barbarossa, to the masters 
and students of Bologna.^ *^ We will/' said the Em- 
peror of Germany in this memorable document, ^' that 
the students, and abore all, the professors of divine 
and sacred laws, may be able to establish themselves 
and dwell in entire security in the cities where the 
study of letters is practised. It is fitting that we 
should shelter them from all harm. Who would 
not have compassion on these men who exile them- 
selves through love of learning, who expose them- 
selves to a thousand dangers, and who, far from 
their kindred and their families, remain defenceless 
among persons who are sometimes of the vilest f 
And, in consequence, Frederick I decreed in the first 
place that any person against whom a student had 
to bring a suit, whether it were to demand the pun- 
ishment of an offence or to obtain the payment of 
a debt, this person, though he might dwell in a dis- 
tant province, should be toied in the place where 
the student resided; that is to say, in Bologna. 
Afterwards — and this is the most important point, 
for it contains the principle of an internal or at 
any rate exceptional, jurisdiction granted to the 
members of the university — the Emperor said: ^'If 
any person, for any cause whatsoever, wishes to bring 

1 See the complete text of the Habita of Frederick I, In Coppi'i 
work, already cited, p. 73. 
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an action against students, he mnst dte themi aooord- 
ing to their own choice, before their Professor or 
before the Bishop of the city.'' Thus, on one hand, 
Frederick I granted Bolognese students, when they 
were plaintiffs, the right to summon their adyersa- 
ries for judgment to the place of their uniyersity 
residence; and, on the other, when they were ac- 
cused, he freed them from the ordinary jurisdiction 
by leaying them their choice between an ecclesiastic 
or a uniyersity tribunal.^ These two priyileges, with 
some yariations, were successiyely granted, either by 
ciyil goyemments or pontifical authority, to the dif- 
ferent uniyersities, and, of course, to the professors 
as well as to the students. 

It was thus that, about lldS, a decree of Pope 
Gelestine III decided that, for clerics residing in 
Paris, all suits relatiye to money matters should be 
tried before ecclesiastical and not before secular 
judges. '^ Bishops and clerics,^' said the pope, ^'haye 
their own judges in fact, and they haye nothing in 
common with the laws of the state.'' ' And before 
this, about 1170, Alexander III, because of material 
injuries and also of a sentence of excommunication of 
which the students of Bheims complained, hastened 

1 The Lfttin text says : "... coram domino out magittro 9uo, ttel 
^»iu9 civiUUU epifcopo." The wotddomino may seem eqniyoeal. 
It has been Tarionsly Interpreted. Some have sought to translate 
it by seigneur, lord; bat Crevier, Savigny, and the majority of 
eommentators suppose with reason that dominu* simply means 
professor, and that magieter was added so as to mark more clearly 
the sense of dominu$. At Bologna the professors were often styled 
domini Ugum. 

s "... nee quidquam ut eU puhlicii eommun§ cum kgibue *' 
(CfkarhUarium Univ. Paris., t. i, p. 12). 
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to recognize the justice of their position ^^whea 
they claim that no one has the right to use riolence 
toward them, nor to dare pronounce against them an 
ecclesiastical sentence^ until it shall please them to 
appear judicially before their prof essors.'^ ^ The popes 
were simply taking the course natural to them when 
they sought to extend the jurisdiction of ecclesiastical 
tribunals. But, which is more remarkable, the kings 
themselves, confirming the decisions of the sovereign 
pontiffs in every point, did not hesitate to limit the 
secular authorities in everything that concerned the 
universities. In 1200, in consequence of a quarrel 
that arose between the students and the citizens, in 
which the Provost of Paris had put himself at the 
head of the armed populace, and a student had been 
slain, Philip Augustus took sides energetically with 
the students. In the first place, he granted them a 
signal reparation. The provost was condemned to 
perpetual imprisonment, unless he preferred to submit 
to tiie ordeal by water, with the condition that if he 
succumbed under it he should be hanged. But for 
the future, in his ordinance of 1200, which may be 
considered the first official charter of the University 
of Paris, the king decreed that the students should 
be tried only by the ecclesiastical tribunal, that is to 
say, by the Episcopal Court of Paris. No student, 
no matter who he might be, could be arrested by an 
ordinary judge, unless there were urgent necessity 
for it, and with the proviso that he should instantly 
be remitted into the hands of the ecclesiastical judge. 

^ ** • • . doMC coram tnagiitro iuo vtUrUJuitUta itare (iM.,p. 6^ 
ft Mf .)• 
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And as to the chief of the students (eapUale Bcko- 
lorium), ^'onr courts/' said the king, '^cannot lay 
hands upon him for any crime whateyer '' ; ^ this was 
to proclaim, before the ordinary court of the proYOst 
of Paris, the almost absolute inviolability of the 
members of the university. 

At Padua, in 1262, a law provided that the Podesta 
could not interfere in the brawls that occurred among 
the students, unless, at the end of two days, the affair 
had not been -settled by the rector and professors.' 
It is to be noted that in Italy the right of internal 
oi university jurisdiction was the rule generally fol- 
lowed in granting privileges, while in Trance it was 
the right of ecclesiastical jurisdiction that was most 
often granted. 

There were, moreover, in Italy, from one university 
to another, and especially from century to century, 
' considerable alterations in the judicial power of 

[ the university officers. The professors and reotors 

I grew weary of exercising the functions of a criminal 

I court, in which their professorial authority might be 

\ weakened ; they preferred to retain civil jurisdiction 

f only. At Verceil, for example, criminal matters were 

) exclusively remitted to the. city magistrates. At 

Bome, foreign students might choose as their judges 
either the professors, the cardinal vicar, or the rector 
I of the university. At Naples, the criminal jurisdic- 

1 Chartularium Ufniv. ParU,, t. i, p. 59/' . . . In ec^itaU ParisU 
muium MhoUnium pro nuUo for\facto JutUtia noitra manum 
mittei." 

* Goppi, <>p. cit., p. 171. The Podesta wm an imperial magistrate 
who had been establiehed in place of a eonsnl by Frederick I, 
alter hie viotories in Itaiy. 
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tion fell to a magistiate appointed by the king, who 
was styled the justice (justUiarius). Civil suits were 
brought either before the justice, the professor, or 
the archbishop, at the choice of the contending par- 
ties. At Turin, the rector took part in the decision, 
eren in the criminal cases transfenred to the com- 
munal magistrates. 

Certain details are still necessary in order to clear 
up, in the midst of the confusion created in the Middle 
Ages by the multiplicity of jurisdictions of every sort, 
the obscure and complex question of the privileges of 
the universities in this matter. When Gregory IX, 
in 1233, confirmed the foundation of the University 
of Toulouse, he formally prohibited that '^ either 
masters or scholars, either clerics or their domestics 
(wrvientes eorum), if they became guilty of any mis- 
deed, should be judged by a layman." ^ He decreed, 
moreover, that laymen should be bound to appear 
before the ecclesiastical judges in any suits whatever 
that might be brought against them by the students. 
Orleans, Poitiers, Caen, and Bordeaux, whose univer- 
sities were founded on the model of that of Toulouse, 
obtained the same privileges from the popes. 

In the statutes given to the Medical Faculty of 
Montpellier, in 1220, by the Legate of the Holy See 
(which statutes were confirmed in 1258 by Alexan- 
der IV), we read as follows : "The Bishop of Mague- 
lonne, after associating with himself as auxiliaries one 
of the oldest masters, and two other masters chosen 
from among those who are most discreet and honor- 
able {discretiorea et lauddbiliorea) should, in concert 

1 M. Foornier, op.\iU,9 1. 1« p. ML 
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with these auxiliaries, elect a master, either from 
among these three auxiliaries or from the other mas- 
ters, who shall administer justice, both to the masters 
and scholars and to those who shall bring suits against 
masters and scholars."^ These regulations applied 
to civil suits only ; the Bishop of Maguelonne alone 
took cognizance of criminal matters. 

As may be seen, there were numerous variations 
and a real complication in the rules established for 
the purpose of giving the universities an exceptional 
position before the law. While at Montpellier the 
members of the university were judged in civil ques- 
tions by a university professor, at Paris similar mat- 
ters came under the jurisdiction of the provost, 
constituted as ^^ guardian of privileges." While in 
Italy criminal suits were usually referred to the 
municipal magistrates, in France they were brought 
before the ecclesiastical tribunals. So, too, trials 
relating to benefices held by a member of the Uni- 
versity of Paris were tried, at his choice, before 
the Bishops of Beauvais, of Meaux, or of Senlis.* 
While admitting that these exceptional jurisdictions 
conferred an incontestable advantage on both masters 
and scholars, it must also be recognized that the 
Church profited by them, since she substituted her 
own courts for the secular ones by imposing ecclesi- 
astical jurisdiction even on laymen who brought suits 
against the members of the universities. The rising 
imiversities were not, to tell the truth, anything more 

1 M. Voimier, op. eit., t. ii, p. 5. 

* Tbis was MtabUflbed by a bnU of Clemeiit V in 185S. See 
CiieTier, op. eit., t. tt, p. 200. 
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tiian dismembered parts of the ecclesiastical body; 
and it was only yeiy gradually tliat they broke the 
filial bonds which united them to the Church. lA 
Paris^ for example^ Parliament little by little ab- 
sorbed the ecclesiastical jurisdietion.^ 

But what the universities preserred to the end was 
the special right conceded by Frederick I to the 
Bolognese, which at Paris was called the right of non 
trahi extra, which the historians of the Parisian Uni- 
versity name also the commUtimns, and which the 
kings of ITrance designated in their letters-patent by 
the strange expression du droit de garde gardiewM? 
This consisted, as I have already said^ in the right 
of the members of the university, whether as defend- 
ants or as plaintifiby to have their cases tried at their 
place of residence. The University of Poitiers thus 
justified this privilege in 16.74: ^^The masters and 
students could not attend to their suits or prosecute 
them, not, at any rate, without abandoning their 
employments, functions, and studies, if they were 
obliged to bring them anywhere except before the 
judges of the aforesaid Poitiers."' 

An example will make the importance of this 
privilege better understood. In 1358, the valets of 
the Bishop of Lisieux had stolen a horse from some 
of the students of the University of Paris. The 

1 In U46 Charles VII gave the Parliament of Paris the right of 
judging the eauMt, quarrtU^ and huBinsu matUn of the uniwnify 
and it$ meniben, 

s By these words, garde gardienne, the king signified that he 
took the nniversities under his special protection. OardUnne is 
merely a snperflnons word used to intensify the sense of garde. 

• PrvvilegeB de VUniversiU de Foitiere, p. 27. 
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University determined to cite the said bishop before 
the Provost of Taris in his ch&telet (formerly the 
name of a court of jnstice in Paris). The bishop at 
first refused to come ; but the University having de- 
cided to make a direct appeal to the king^ the bishop^ 
^<in spite of a serious infirmity by which he was 
afElicted/' complied with the injunction to repair to 
Paris.* 

By. the right of gard€ gardienne, therefore^ the 
universities could withdraw an adverse party from 
his natural judges. This was assuredly a privilege 
which had its inequitable side, since^ for example, it 
made it possible that a person living at the extremity 
of the kingdom might be summoned to Paris. Hence, 
in order to prevent abuses, it became necessary to 
limit the right, and to determine the distance beyond 
which one was no longer am^u^ble to the courts of 
Paris, to two, or four, or six days' journey on horse- 
back.' It must be admitted, on the other hand, that 
if this was a very considerable prerogative for the 
universities, it was partly justified in a time when 
local justice, administered in the name of the seigneur 
by the provost or the bailiff, was ignorant and often 
arbitrary, and that there was every advantage in sub- 
stituting for it the regularly administered justice of 
great cities. 

1 Bimbenet, op. cit., p. 131. 

s An edict of 1722 agmin conflrmed the privilege I tpssk d, to 
the University of Paris. 



84 ABELABD 

ni 

Taxes in the Middle Ages were laid on none but 
commoners and peasants. The nobility and the clergy 
were exempt from them. Hence, to free masters and 
students from all dues to the State and all municipal 
taxes, was simply to extend to them the privileges of 
the nobility and the clergy. In Italy, as in France 
and Spain, the exemption from fiscal charges was 
complete. All the statutes of the Italian universities 
formally recognized this privilege, says Coppi.^ '^ The 
privileges of the University of Poitiers said that all 
members of the University must be held free, ac- 
quitted, exempt from all tollage, taxes, duties, loans, 
subsidies, and other assessments." The universities, 
in fact, were not merely dispensed from the regular 
imposts ; they were so likewise from the extraordi- 
nary assessments which the depletion of the treasury 
frequently obliged the kings to lay upon the tax-payers. 
In 1440, Eang Charles VII, in order to meet the ex- 
penses of the war, had laid a tax on wine throughout 
the kingdom at the rate of twenty sous per cask; 
but on the complaint of the University of Orleans, 
he finally dispensed the students of that city from 
it, saying that would be '' exempted from all tax on 
all the wine they had brought thither for drinking 
and other necessities.'^ ' Not long afterwards we see 
Louis XII, and a little later Trancis I, exempting 
the masters and students of the University of ^oi- 
tiers from any participation in the impost of four 
thousand livres, which he had inflicted upon the in- 

1 Coppi, op. cit, p. 176. * Bimbeneti cp, cft., p. Si. 
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habitants of the city of Poitiers^ and also from a 
contribution established for the purpose of paying 
the hire of three hundred men of war. 

What are nowadays called town dues {octroi) did 
not exist for the n&embers of uniyersities ; they had 
the right to bring into the cities which they inhabited 
all sorts of prorisions both for themselves and for 
their families. At Padua, in 1651| they were granted 
exemption from all duties on wine — an event which 
the students celebrated^ the chroniclers say, by mag- 
nificent banquets in honor of Bacchus. At Orleans 
the members of the XJniyersity claimed exemption 
for all articles of consumption in their possession, 
even for those which they sold again. In 1295, 
Philip the Fair decreed that the goods of the mem- 
I bers of universities could not be taken or their 

[ revenues attached under any pretext.^ In a word, 

I the fiscal privileges of the universities were absolute, 

f and justified this article of the statutes of the Univer- 

I sity of Padua : ^' Students must be considered as citi- 

I zens in what concerns the advantages, but not in that 

} which concerns the burdens of citizens." ' 

Exempt from taxes, the university was also exempt 
from military service. And this exemption extended 
not merely to war, but to the obligation of serving in 
the city militia as town guards. It was manifestly 
desired, through a high estimate of the superior 
"^ importance of study, which was possibly not exag- 
gerated, to free both students and professors from 

1 H. Fonrnier, t. i, p. 8. 

s '* Scolarei eamputentur civet quaniim ad como^ et non ad 
ineamoda," 
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all duties that could distract them from inteUectual 
hibor. The letters-patent of the kings of France 
constantly reproduce the same formula: they ordain 
that all members of the uniyersity shall be exempt 
from all patrolling or sentry duties, except in case of 
imminent peril. As this somewhat vague expression 
of ''imminent peril" might give rise to different inter- 
pretations, it was defined. In 1677, Henry III speci- 
fied for Poitiers that there would be imminent peril 
''when the enemy's army should be within five leagues 
of the city''; and before this, in 1448, Charles YI 
decreed for Orleans that the members of the univer- 
sity were not to take up arms until the enemy was 
ten leagues from the city. 

Similar privileges existed in Italy, but, as it seems, 
they were less extensive there. Exemption from mili- 
tary service was accorded only to the highest members 
of the university. In 1264, an article in the statutes 
of the University of Ferrara, whose title was "Z>e hU 
qui non tenentur ire in exercUum/^ specified that the 
dispensation was granted only to doctors in law, 
medicine, and the liberal arts. 

Like all university privileges, this one was fre- 
quently contested. In 1467, Louis XI resolved to 
enlist all able-bodied men in Paris, between sixteen 
and sixty years of age, including the members of the 
university. The rector resisted, by calling attention 
to the fact that the profession of arms was incompat- 
ible with that of study, and that the laws of the 
Church exempted the university from military ser- 
vice, and left it no weapon but prayer. He added 
fUQother reiHU>n of a more practical Hin4 : namelyi tha^ 
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^larents would thereafter lefoBe to send their children 
to Paris if the obligation to bear arms was imposed 
upon them. The representations of the rector were 
effectual^ and Louis XI contented himself with re- 
quiring that the university should cause a mass to 
be celebrated weekly for the king.^ It must be said, 
however^ to the honor of the universities, that they 
volunteered many times to perform military duties. 
In 1356, Paris being hard pressed by the English, 
the university decided that its members should take 
up arms for the defence of the city at the order of 
the rector. So at Poitiers in the fifteenth century, 
insurrections having broken out in the environs, the 
students called upon the chief municipal officers and 
declared that five hundred or a thousand of them 
were ready to arm in defence of order. 

IV 

One of the most astonishing privileges of the ancient 
universities was the power they had to suspend their 
courses, to go on strike, as we say nowadays, if for 
any reason, they were dissatisfied. This is what was 
called the right of cessatio, which was used and abused 
frequently. Things went so far that a university 
was sometimes seen to take flight, and change its 
place of residence on its own exclusive authority : thus, 
about 1320 the University of Orleans, vexed at the 
annoyances to which it had been subjected by the , 

citizens of the town, thought it well to move to Nevers, 
where, for that matter, it was very ill received. The 

>Or«Yi«r,t.iVrP. 310. | 
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inliabitants of Kevers threw the rector's chair into 
the Loire, expressing the hope that, borne by the 
waters of the stream, and ^'with the assistance of 
the deyil," it might return to the city whence it 
came.^ 

But, without proceeding to these extremities, other 
universities were accustomed to suspend at a mo- 
ment's notice all their exercises until satis&ction had 
been afforded them. In a bull of 1231, Gregory IK. 
thus formulated this privilege : <'If an injustice is 
committed towards any one of you," he wrote to the 
masters and students of Paris, '^if a serious injury 
like a murder or a wound is inflicted, unless justice 
is rendered you within fifteen days, you are per- 
mitted to suspend your lectures until you have ob- 
tained complete satisfaction.'^' The same authorizar 
tion was given in case a member of the university 
were arrested and unjustly imprisoned. 

I will recall briefly the circumstances under whidi 
this extraordinary right was granted to the University 
of Paris by the pope. A students' riot had occurred 
during the Carnival of 1229. Bands of half-intoxi- 
cated young men had sacked the house of an innkeeper 
and wounded several persons. The queen-regent, ^ 
Blanche, ordered the Provost of Paris to punish the 
guilty: two students were put to death, ^'one of 
whom," says Crevier, ''was a Korman and the other a 
Fleming, while those who had caused the disorder 
were all natives of Picardy." The university took 

1 Bimbenety ^. dt, p. 88. 

* Chartularium Univ, ParU., t i, p. 138, "... Hceat vobU uMfut 
ad Mtij/dctionem condignam $uipender4 IwHomm,** 
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^*^ ^ sides with its pupils and suspended all exercise of 

Pf^ its functions. But as the queen was in no haste to 

ii00 ^ allow the justice of its remonstrances, a great number 

^^'^ of the professors dispersed, some to other parts of 

France, and others to foreign countries, until not a 

^ single famous master remained in Paris. The bishop 

^ launched excommunications against the deserters in 

^ vain. The pope was obliged to interrene and revoke 

^^ the ecclesiastical censures and penalties, and the king 

9 ^ made a formal apology in reparation for the wrong 

^ inflicted on the students, before osder was re-estab- 

<7 lished, and the university, victorious at all points, 

<^ decided to resume its courses after an interruption 

^ ; of two years.* 

> The right to strike thus recognized as belonging 

' ! to the universities entailed such troublesome conse- 
j quences that Pope Alexander IV sought to modify 

^ it by his bull of 1255, by which he required that no 

• suspension of courses should take place unless each 

^ of the Faculties consented to it by a two-thirds Arote.' 

I But the university pointed out with much vigor that 

i the right of ceasaiio was its principal defence, " the 

buckler of the university," and it continued to make 
use of it. 

In 1267, in fact, lectures were again suspended for 
three months, on account of the blows and wounds 
received by three students. It was not merely the 
scholastic exercises that were intermitted, but the 
sermons also. "In 1407," says Crevier, "Advent and 
Lent went by without there being either lectures or 
sermons in Paris, not even on Christmas or Easter, 
1 Crevier, U i, p. 311. ' CkarttUarium Univ, ParU^^ t. i, p. 278L 
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beoauae the pioTOst had oaused two ill-oonduoted 
students to be hanged.^' ^ The uniyersity threatened 
to leave the kingdom and establish its chaiis in a 
foreign country. The provost was obliged to go in 
person and take down the two student from the 
gibbet, kissing them on the mouth, and conducting 
their obsequies with great pomp. 

In 1463, forty students were imprisoned in the 
Chfttelet; they were released^ but during the tri- 
umphal procession which followed their d^verance, 
a collision with the police took place. A master of 
arts was killed and some students wounded. The 
rector nearly lost his life. The next day the ceuaHo 
was decreed; and in order to bring it to a dose, Par- 
liament was obliged to ordain that eight archers, or 
ushers, should make the amende honorable to the 
university, wearing nothing but their shirts, and car- 
rying lighted torches. The man who had threatened 
the rector had his hand cut off.' 

The history of the University of Paris is full of 
these peaceful revolts, which ended by tiring out both 
the royal and the pontifical authorities. In 1499, 
the university took offence because Louis XII wished 
to correct certain abuses. Placards were posted 
throughout Paris, announcing a new cessaUo, but it 
was a failure. The king, in fact, conceded nothing. 
He went through Paris at the head of his military 
household, armed from head to fool^ lance in rest; 
and the university had to give way. This was the 
last cessation.' 

1 Crerier, t. ill, p. 296. * CrsTi«r, t It, pp. 19T-219. 

< In H32, Pope Pins n bad already iasaed a boU l&texdlotiiig the 
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X liaye by no means exhanated the list of immu- 
nities granted to the uniyersities of the Middle Ages 
by the fayor of princes and of popes. Besides the 
important rights I haye already enumerated, there 
were numerous petty privileges, some of whioh I 
shall indicate, in order to complete the picture. 

Of the University of Turin, founded in 1412, his- 
torians relate the following usages: The troops of 
comedians who gave representations in that city were 
obliged to send eight free tickets of admission to the 
syndic of the students.^ Every liquor^ealer was 
likewise obliged to ofter a bottle of brandy and a 
pound of preserves, and every pastry cook a cake, on 
the feast of the Epiphany. At Orleans, the students 
of the university, divided into four <^ Nations,'' had 
the right to send twelve of their number — that is, 
three from each Nation — gratuitously to the theatre.* 
The laws of the period protected even the pleasures 
of the students, and Savigny relates that at Bologna 
the Jews were compelled to offer one hundred and 
four livres and a half to the University of Law, and 
seventy livres to the University of Arts, for the fStes 
of the Carnival. 

Sometimes the privileges were conceded to a frac- 
tion only of the university ! Thi^, a general prohi- 
bition forbade the students to carry weapons. The 
brawls and riots which the ebullition of juvenile 
spirits often gave rise to, justified this policy only too 
well. The popes declared in their bulls that students 

1 Goppi, op. ciU, p. 185. > Bimbenet. qp. cU., p. 111< 
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who should yiolate this role were ezcommxmicated 
ip90 facto} And yet we see that at Orleans students 
belonging to the German Nation were authorized by 
Henry lY, in 1600, '<to carry sword, dagger, and 
pistolsi whioh is/' added the King of France, ^^the 
true mark of noble birth.'' It is to be remarked, 
moreoyer, that the uniyersities of the Middle Ages, 
both in Italy and in France, students of Gterman 
extraction were nearly always treated with particular 
fayor.* 

Further, the members of the uniyersities enjoyed a 
certain number of immunities of a specially ecclesias- 
tical character. Both masters and students had a 
right to receiye the reyenues accruing from their 
benefices during seyen years, and sometimes during 
ten years, of non-residence. In 1331, John XXII 
permitted any ecclesiastic who desired to follow the 
courses of theology and of canon law at Cahors to 
abandon his cure or his benefice if he proyided a sub- 
stitute accepted by his bishop. On seyeral occasions 
the popes proclaimed that no excommunication could 
affect the heads of uniyersities without a special edict 
from the Holy See.' 

It remains to be noted that the priyileges of the 
uniyersities were not conferred on masters and stu- 
dents only : they pertained equally to all those who 
participated in any degree in the seryice of the uni- 
yersity ; to the inferior agents who were then styled 

1 Creyier, t. i, p. 353. 

* <* At the University of Bologna," says CoppI (cjp. eft., p. 1S8), 
*' the German ' Nation ' was the most priyileged ol idl." 

* Crevier, t. i, pp. 290, 361, etc. 
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mipposUdy to subordinates, beadles, scribes^ registrars ; 
to the messengers who played such a great part in 
the universities of the Middle Ages ; and, finally, to 
the servants and domestics {famtdanti) of masters 
and students. The enjoyment of privileges extended 
even to the tradesmen who furnished books and paper 
to the students, to parchment makers, librarians, 
etc. At the outset all librarians enjoyed the various 
immunities of the university: librarians were rare 
in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. Later, 
when the profession increased in number, the privi- 
leged librarians were reduced to one or two for each 
university. At Orleans things went so far that in 
1521 a demand was made, though in vain, that the 
clock-maker and the bell-ringer of the university 
should be exempted from all taxes and other charges, 
as well as the rector and the professors. Naturally, 
there were abuses. Many called themselves students 
who were not such, seeking to usurp a title which 
conferred such great advantages. 

Each university, then, sheltered under its protection 
a considerable number of persons, and it need not be 
wondered at that privileges so important in them- 
I selves, and so widely distributed, should have been 

frequently contested. The universities had to struggle 
^ with the municipal authorities, who could not but 

I regard with jealousy the independence of these scho- 

L lastic societies, autonomous and all-powerfuL They 

bad to contend also with the inhabitants, who, although 
in general well-disposed toward the universities from 
which they derived honor and profit, sometimes be- 
held with displeasure a large number of young for- 
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eigners^ freed from all those financial obligationa 
whicli weighed upon themselves all the more heayilj 
because they were not shared by every one. 

But notwithstanding the complaints arising from 
private interests or corporate jealousies, the universi- 
ties maintained their privileged position to the end ; 
and it must be acknowledged that in guarding it for 
them, the public authorities of the Middle Ages hon* 
ored themselves and testified their zeal for intellec* 
tual labor. There was, on the part of kings as well a& 
on that of popes, a sort of conspiracy in favor of the 
universities. On every page of the CkarttUarium oi 
each of them may be found documents which beai 
witness to an unceasing solicitude for their welfare. 
It is Philip the Fair who decrees that the student^ 
if arrested, shall be treated with every mark of re 
spect while in prison, and even released on bail. li 
is Innocent UI who enjoins the Bishop of Toulouse 
to receive poor stadents in the hospitals of the city^ 
and who takes the trouble to write to the count, the 
consul, and the people of Toulouse to thank them tot 
their good will toward the imiversity. It is Philip 
the Fair, once more, who orders the inhabitants and 
merchants of the city of Orleans to sell provisions 
and let houses to the students at the most just price. 
It is St. Louis who, going to church at daybreak, and 
receiving on his head the contents of a pot which an 
early-rising student was emptying out of a window, 

1 It appears that, especiaUy at the outset, the privileges of oev- 
tain nnlvenities were chiefly reserved for foreigners, whom it was 
necessary to protect against the possible vexations proceeding from 
the citizens, the inhabitants of the city. 
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instead of being angered, conferred a piebendaryship 
on the student as a reward for getting up at such an 
early hour to study. 

The student of the Middle Ages somewhat resembled 
the Soman oitizen of former times, who made himself 
respected by all with the simple words : Oivia Somor 
nus aum. Strong by reason of the concessions made 
individually to each of its members, the university 
found another source of power in the fact that it was 
an organized body, administering itself. From this 
point of view, and in all matters which concerned its 
general interests, the University of Paris claimed to 
depend on no one but the king or the i>ope, according 
as the violations it had to complain of arose from the 
civil or the ecclesiastical power. So, too, the Univer- 
sity of Padua called on the Venetian Senate. Every- 
where, in a word, the universities were freed from 
the control of the local authorities, and recognized no 
other sovereigns than the head of the Church and 
the head of the State, and not always yielding even 
to them. And it may be permissible to conclude that 
possibly they maintained their prosperity more on 
account of their privileges than by the attraction of 
their teaching. 
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NATIONS AMD FACULTIES 

I. Hm Nations— Public character of IcMons In the oniTeiai^ 
■chools — Great gatherings of stadents— Natoral tendency to 
union between the students of the same country — Constitution 
of tiie Nations as free self-gOTcming societies— The Nations 
In the UniTersity of Paris — They constitute the Faculty of Arts 
alone— Other methods of organization— Advantages and dis- 
adrantages of the distribution into Nations — XL The Faculties 
—Original meaning of the word— Specialization of studies— 
Growth of the four traditional Faculties in the University of Paris 
—Faculty of Arts, the first constituted— The superior FacultieB : 
theology, civil and canon law, medicine— The " colleges '* of Bo- 
logna—The four Faculties did not exist at all universities. 

Among the characteristics which distinguish a uni- 
versity of the Middle Ages, making it something new 
in the world and truly original, there are two particu- 
larly important ones, which will form the subject ol 
this chapter. These are, on the one hand, the fact 
that the university courses are public;^ that the 

1 It was only in the sixteenth century that the public courses of 
philosophy, given in the famous Bne du Fouane at Paris, finally 
ceased, and that the coUeges, that is to say, private schools, com- 
pletely absorbed the instruction of the Faculty of Arts. Ramus, the 
reformer of the University of Paris, complains strongly of it; he 
says with regret that instruction in philosophy is henceforth to be 
given privately, in each college; "it Is not long ago," he adds, 
"that the last public lecturer in philosophy died.'* — ^vertisse? 
menu mr la r^ormoHon de VUniverHti d9 Porii. 
90 
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lectoxes are not giyen behind closed doorSi in a pri- 
yate school; that admittance is giren freely to all 
dasses, to men of mature jears as well as to youths^ 
to foreigners as well as natiyes. And, on the other 
hand, the fact that the different branches of human 
knowledge are already diyided, separated one from 
another, and confided to special professors. To the 
state of educational chaos, so to speak, whose preyious 
existence in the episcopal or monastic schools is testis 
fied to by the confused mingling of the seyen liberal 
arts, the trivium and quadriviumy has succeeded the 
orderly distribution of the different matters to be 
taught and studied, the differentiation of theology 
and law, of medicine and of arts. It is true, that 
under arts was still included a confused medley of 
studies which were afterwards to constitute the inde- 
pendent categories of science and literature ; and no 
line was drawn between secondary and superior in- 
struction, which were not distinguished into two 
grades until a later time. 
"Publicity" aad "specialization," then, are two 
1 characteristic traits of early uniyersity organization ; 

r and with each of them essential &cts are connected, 

f — the establishment of Nationa with the first, and the 



institution of FacuUiea with the second. 



In essaying to delineate uniyersity life at Sala- 
manca during the Middle Ages, a French writer thus 
expresses himself: "The students form a population 
apart in the city, haying it3 customs, manners, its dis- 
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triot and even its courts, oompletely distinct from 
those of the bourge<n$ and the meichants. On a sum- 
mer eyening you see the students going about in 
bandS; wearing gowns of the same pattern; those be- 
longing to the same kingdoms make groups together. 
These are the haughty Castilians passing by ; young 
as they are, they hardly Imow what it is to laugh. 
But what a contrast yonder I The Andalusians are 
singing at the top of their roices as they walk. They 
carry guitais and tambourinesi and are followed by a 
crowd of urchins who fill tiie street with their cries. 
See what handsome fellows they aie ! What an alert 
bearing I And what a costume! They have torn 
their gowns on purpose, as well as the long, black 
cloaks which they wear with an impudent air. They 
have fixed three plumes in their hats/' ^ 

What the imagination of this author has seen from 
afar in the streets of Salamanca in the Middle Ages, 
might have been seen erery where at that epoch. In 
erery place the students, thanks to the umversity 
privileges, formed a separate caste, as it were a scho- 
lastic city thrown into the permanent city and often 
more populous than it was. But everywhere, also, 
they separated into distinct groups according to their 
nationalities, and preserved the manners and customs 
of their countries, as happens still in the universities 
of Germany and Switzerland. 

The '^Nations,'* therefore, had their raistm cT^^rs in 
the uauversities of the thirteenth century, in the 
diverse origins of the students who were attracted to 

^JRemie iniemati(mal$ dt VemeignemerU, Paris, 1883, srtiels ds 
M. Qnraz : VVj^enM de ealmuttiqiie in 1879. 
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the same city, not onlj from all provinces of one 
country, but from foreign lands as well, by the reputa- 
tion of the schools established there. Assuredly there 
were not to be found in all the uniyersity cities groups 
of pupils as large as those brought together at Paris 
or Bologna by the renown of Abelard or Imerius. 
Italian historians speak of ten thousand students in 
the thirteenth century, and of fifteen thousand in the 
fifteenth.^ We have seen what an extraordinary 
number of auditors thronged the lectures of Abelard 
at Paris. ''The number of clerics," says a chronicler 
of the time, ''had come to surpass that of the laity," 
that is to say, of the ordinary citizens.* But even in 
the least important cities the scholastic population 
was considerable ; and no one will be surprised at it 
who reflects that studies were at this time almost ex- 
clusively concentrated in the universities. Nowadays 
young men who study are scattered throughout all 
parts of their country ; each city has its colleges and 
schools. In the thirteenth century they were obliged 
to meet each other in the comparatively few cities 
which possessed universities. For want of books they 
could not study at home, but were obliged to go to a 
distance to follow the lectures of one or another re- 
nowned professor. Their ardor for knowledge made 
them willingly expatriate themselves, in spite of all 
difficulties and obstacles. Felix Plater, a German 
who studied at Montpellier in the sixteenth century, 
relates that, starting from Basel, it took him twenty 
days to reach the end of his journey; that his 

^Coppi, op. eit, p. 117. 
^Chartularium Univ, ParU,, t. i« p. 20. 
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companions and himself escaped the dangers that 
threatened them only by chance.^ At Montpellier the 
average number of students was at least a thousand.* 
Bimbenet reminds us that the chroniclers of the time 
speak of five thousand students at Orleans in the 
fourteenth century. At Poitiers, in the days of its 
greatest prosperity, in the sixteenth century, some 
estimate the niunber of students at two thousand, 
others at four thousand. In 1664, four thousand 
auditors followed the lectures in law given by Coras 
in Toulouse. 

Some exaggeration may doubtless be suspected in 
these somewhat fabulous figures. It is none the 
less true that, at least in the great xmiversities, enor- 
mous numbers were assembled, comprising scholars 
of all ages, conditions, and nationalities. And that 
in these scholastic multitudes the students from each, 
province and country should have felt natorally drawn 
together, and sought to live in greater intimacy, to 
associate with each other, and to install themselves 
in the same houses (hotpUia), can be readily under- 
stood. It must not be forgotten that a part of these 
youths, self-exiled through their love of knowledge, 
were poor, and that they were often confronted with 
the difficulties of making a living. Moreover, when 
the police, even in great cities, were not as strictly 
regulated as they are to-day, and when the majority 
of the students were more or less foreigners, sepa- 

1 Felix Plater, a celebrated phyaician (1535-1614) ; he tan^t 
for fifty-four yean at BaeeL 

< See the FiUs du VI^ Centenaire de runivenili de JfonQw»tor, 
1891. Dleooors de M. Croieet, p. 62. 
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rated from their families^ and isolated by the diffi- 
culty of communication as well as by distancei it 
was entirely natural that each nationality should 
seek by an intimate union a sort of leverage, a 
material and moral force, which might enable it to 
protect itself. 

These were precisely the reasons by which the 
kings justified the privileges granted to the universi- 
ties. "We believe," said Philip the Fair in 1312, 
''that it is right to have a great respect for the 
labors, the vigils, the drudgery, the deprivations, the 
pains and perils encountered by the students in order 
to acquire the precious pearl of science, and that it is 
just to consider how they have left their friends, their 
relatives, and their country, how they have abandoned 
their goods and their fortunes. . . "^ But these were 
also the reasons which, within the precincts of the 
privileged universities, determined the special asso- 
ciations known as "Nations.'* "We are here," said 
the professors and students of the University of Paris 
in 1231, "we are here as foreigners, without the 
support of reUtives or friends, exposed each day to 
atrocious insults which touch even our persons."^ 

Let us now examine, in the history of the Uni- 
versity of Paris, under what form the "Nations," 
which had at first been nothing more than colonies 
of masters and students of similar origin, organized 
themselves into veritable corporations, each with its 
relative autonomy and its distinct leaders, "consti- 
tuting," as Laurie says, "free self-governing societies 
within the universities." 

t Creyleri t. U* p. 140. < Crevier, t. i, p. ^a 
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The precise date of the organization at Paris of the 
four Nations which maintained themselves there antil 
the latest days of the university escapes the most 
minute research. Neither for the Nations nor for 
the Faculties was there any sudden blossoming, but 
rather a slow evolution^ an insensible preparation for 
a definite condition. Already at the close of the 
twelfth century there is mention in contemporary 
documents of the various provinces of the school of 
Paris. The Nations are mentioned in the bulls of 
Gregory IX (1231) and of Innocent IV (1245). In 
1245, they already elect their attendants, the beadles. 
In 1249, the existence of the four Nations — Prance, 
Picardy, Normandy, and England — is proved by 
their quarrels over the election of a rector.^ In 1255, 
a letter addressed to the pope by the masters and 
students is stamped with the seal of the four Nations. 
In 1266 there were new discords, a new university 
schism, which, like the ecclesiastical schism resulting 
in two popes, ended in the election of two rectors, 
one for the Prench Nation, and one for the other 
three.* 

Without quoting further from important documents, 
it appears from those I have cited that the four Na- 
tions, with their claims and prerogatives and pri- 

1 The English ** Nation " comprised aU the countries of the north 
and east whioh were actaally foreign to France. In the fifteenth 
century, the name "English" haying become odious, the Engliah 
Nation was rechristened and became the German Nation. 

3 According to Denifle, the four Nations were constituted b^ 
tween 1215 and 1222, at the period when the university, then in 
process of formation, had most to contend with from the chanceUor 
and chapter of Notre Dame. 
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rate seals, were constituted in the first half of the 
twelfth century. In 1250, the Faculties of Theology, 
Law, and Medicine were not yet organized bodies; 
they were not detached from the rest of the uni- 
versity to live a life of their own. At this epoch, 
therefore, the four Nations made up the entire uni- 
yersity. Each of them had its chief, elected from 
among themselves, who was called the procurator. 
This title, which appears for the first time in 1218, 
in a bull of Honorius III, was preserved during 
the whole existence of the universities; and there 
were procurators of Nations almost everywhere, in 
Italy, Spain, and Germany. The four Nations joined, 
each casting an equal vote, in the election of the rec- 
tor, who was at first merely the chief of the four Na- 
^ tions. Each of them deliberated separately, and was 

I represented by its procurator only in the General As- 

' sembly ; each made its own regulations, and collected 

and expended its own revenues. It was on this last 
account that each Nation, although it counted only as 
a single voice in the common deliberations and in the 
election of the rector, desired to be as large as pos- 
sible ; and there is proof that there was wrangling and 
( pettifogging between Nation and Nation, and unfair 

advantage taken of cases of doubtful nationalities in 
, order to lay claim to a particular student.^ 

Until the definitive Constitution of the Faculties, 
that is, until 1270 or 1280, the four Nations included 






1 The Nations were subdiyided, moreover, into smaUer groups, 
the trihei. At Paris, for example, the French Nation was com- 
posed of five tribes or provinces: Paris, Sens, Bheims, Tonrs, and 
Boorges. 
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the totality of students and masters. After the for- 
mation of the Faculties; the four Nations comprised 
only the members of the Faculty df Arts and those 
students of other Faculties who had not yet obtained 
the grade of Bachelor of Arts. The three superior 
Faculties^ Theology, Medicine, and Law, had nothing 
in common thenceforward with the Nations. In s^ite 
of some uncertainties at the beginning — it seems, in 
fact, that the Faculty of Arts had had an existence in- 
dependently of the four Nations in the second half of 
the thirteenth century — from the commencement of 
the fourteenth century and until the end, the Nations 
were the four distinct companies which constituted 
the Faculty of Arts. It was in this way that the IJni- 
Tersity of Paris, in its complete form, was composed 
of seyen companies : the three Superior Faculties and 
the four Nations, each having a deliberative voice in 
the general assemblies, and in their totality appoint- 
ing seven delegates whenever a deputation was to be 
sent to the pope or to the king.^ 

What is peculiar to the University of Paris in the 
picture that I have just drawn, is the distinction be- 
tween the four Nations (composing the Faculty of 
Arts) and the three other Faculties. In the other 
universities of &e Middle Ages, all the Faculties, 
both masters and students, were distributed among 
the different Nations, the number of which, more- 
over, was extremely variable. And, in fact, this sec- 
ond method of organization was the more rational. 

1 In 1509, lor example, the Uniyersity Assembly was oomposed of 
the time deans of tbe Superior Faculties and the four ptocofaton 
of the Nations, presided over by the rector. 
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That it was not followed at Paris was chiefly because 
of the preponderance always held in this university 
by the Faculty of Arts, whether by reason of the im- 
portance of the studies it controlledi or by the number 
of its masters and students. 

At Bologna, as at Paris, the Nations were consti- 
tuted in the early years of the thirteenth century, but 
under a slightly different form. There the students 
were grouped in two distinct associations, the UUra- 
montanea and the Oitramontanea, the foreigners and 
the Italians, who formed two universities, the Trans<* 
alpine and the Cisalpine, each with its chiefs, who 
were not styled procurators but counsellors ; the first 
was composed of eighteen Nations and the second of 
seventeen.^ At Padua twenty-two Nations were enu- 
merated. Montpellier had only three in 1339, — the 
Catalans, the Burgundians, the Proyengals ; each sub- 
divided, however, into numerous groups. Orleans had 
ten: France, (zermany, Lorraine, Burgundy, Cham- 
pagne, Picardy, Normandy, Touraine, Guyanne, and 
Scotland ; Poitiers had four : France, Aqiiitaine, Tou- 
raine, and Berry ; Prague had four also, in imitation 
of Paris ; Lerida had twelve, in imitation of Bologna, 
etc.* 

But, whether more or less numerous, and whatever 
their special organization, the Nations in all the univer- 
sities bore witness to that need of association which 

1 At Bologzia the students who belonged to the twon of Bologna 
were not included in the Nations. 

t In the English unlyersitles of Oxford and Cambridge the divis- 
ion into ** N^ions " was to some extent represented by that of 
North and South. See MoUinger, op, dU, p. ISS. 
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is one of the characteristics of the Middle Ages, and 
which manifested itself at the same epoch in so many 
ways, in the establishment of trade-guilds as well as 
in the foundation of religious orders. By setting nat- 
ural boundaries to the army of students, they exercised 
a great influence on the development of the universi- 
ties : they regulated their action. They were, to a cer- 
tain degree, lay communities, assuring to their mem- 
bers all the benefits and advantages of association. 
They had all the qualities which belong to party 
spirit ; they had its defects likewise. And since the 
evil must be told as well as the good, one of the con- 
sequences of their organization was to prevent the 
blending and fusion of races, and to maintain the dis- 
tinction of provinces and nationalities among the 
pupils of the same university. Each Nation, in fact, 
jealously preserved the customs and the language of 
its province or country. Each had its special patron. 
At Paris, the Nation of France invoked St. Thomas 
of Canterbury, and later, St. William of Bourges, a 
former student of the university. St. Bomanus, Arch- 
bishop of Bouen, was the patron of the Nation of 
Normandy. St. Charlemagne, after others, became pa- 
tron of the Nation of (Germany. But if the different 
patrons of the Nations, all borrowed from the cata- 
logue of Saints, were in harmony among themselves, 
it was far different with the Nations, for they barely 
understood each other. Bivalries and antipathies be- 
tween one people and another were carried to the 
very benches of their common school and engendered 
a thousand quarrels there. To prove this it is suffi- 
cient to recall the ungracious epithets bandied between 
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the Kations, at a time when the English were called 
*' drunkards and cowards/' the French ''proud and 
effeminate/' the Germans '' choleric, gluttonous, and 
dirty''; when the Normans were accused of being 
''charlatans and boasters/' the Burgundians "brutal 
and stupid/' the Flemings "bloody and incendiary 
men"; or when with less violence as to form, but 
with the same tendency to partictQarism, people spoke 
of the "dancers of Orleans/' the "tennis players of 
Poitiers/' the " dirty fellows of Paris/' or the " lovers 
from Turin." 

n 

In its present signification^ a " Faculty " (Faculty 
of LaWy Medicine, etc.) is a scientific or literary body 
charged with a special branch of instruction in a uni* 
versity. As a matter of fact, it was much in this 
same sense that the Middle Ages understood Facul- 
ties. Duboulay thus defines the word: "A body, an 
association {sodalUium) of members devoted to special 
studies (oertce cUicui diadplincB).'' But in the earliest 
times " Faculty " seems to have been merely a syno- 
nym of science and of art Thus, in the statutes of 
the University of Naples, Frederic II speaks, in 1224, 
of those who chirurgioe facuUatem ingtruunt; that is, of 

^ those who practise the art of surgery. So too at Paris, 

in the first half of the thirteenth century, Crevier 

"^ establishes by authentic texts that " faculty " was the 

equivalent of "class of studies." For example, in 
1261, in a regulation of the university, after the 
enumeration of the arts and sciences taught there 
^ theology, canon law, medicine, arts and grammar," 



* 
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it is said: ''those who stu^y in the aforesaid fitcal- 
ties.'' ' Now, grammar never haiing constitnted a fifth 
Faculty in the later sense of the word, it is evident 
that. the expression was here employed in its wide 
signification of ''knowledge/' of "special science."* 

At what epoch the four Faculties of the Middle 
Ages were constituted as so many societies, bodies 
independent of each other, although reunited under 
the common laws of each university, it is difficult to 
say with precision. The University of Paris, for 
example, was already in existence; the general asso- 
ciation of masters and scholars had been an accom- 
plished fact since 1200; in 1208, Innocent III had 
addressed instructions "to all the doctors of theology, 
canon law, and liberal arts established at Paris, uni- 
versis doctaribna sacnz paginoSj etc.; the university 
had acted as a single person in 1221 by a formal dona- 
tion to a religious order, styling itself Univer9Ua$ 
magiatrorum U scholarium;* in a word, it had been 
constituted for many years as a centre of studies; 
and jet, in the middle of the thirteenth century, 
there is still no sign of anything which resembles a 
regular and formal distribution of students and pro- 
fessors into separate Faculties. 

The formation of Faculties was the work of time. 
Studies developed in different directions ; the number 
of scholars and masters in each si>ecialty multiplied 
before the scientific species which we cfdl a Faculty 
assumed its later form. Brought together by the 
similarity of their labours, the professors of each 

1 Cnrler, 1. 1, p. S76. 

s ChartuUuiwn Vnfv. Puai$^ t. i, p.f8L 
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branch of study at first grouped themselves spook* 
taneously, in order to regulate all that related to 
their special science and their own students. Differ- 
ent statutes for the masters in theology and the mas* 
ters of arts were established in 1215 by the papal 
legate, Bobert de GourQon.^ But the distinction of 
Faculties does not clearly appear, notwithstanding, 
until much later, in the second half of the thirteenth 
century. The Faculty of Law did not have its own 
seal until 1271. The seal of the Faculty of Medicine 
is mentioned for the first time in 1274 ; and the same 
Faculty did not have its first dean until 1266 or 1268. 
It is from the confused mass of studies called 
the '^liberal arts'^ that, like several brandies from 
one stem, the Faculties gradually sprang forth: the 
Faculty of Theology first of all, towards 1260. This, 
if we may credit Duboulay and Crevier,' on the 
occasion of the bull of Alexander III (1267) which 
had opened the uniyersity to all the religious orders, 
to the Carmelites and Augustinians as well as to the 
Dominicans and Franciscans. Katusally, it was as 
theologians, and in order to obtain the doctorate in 
theology, that these monks had forced the door of 
the university. Those of the university professors 
who already made a special branch of theology were 
the only ones who received them ^favorably, while 
the masters of arts displayed the most lively repug- 
nance at admitting the members of religious orders, 
whom they lodted upon as intruders. The theolo- 
gians were in consequence led to form a separate 

^ CkartuJarium Univ. Pcarit,, t. !» p. 78i 
• Or«Tier,t.i,p.40OL 
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group, and, without separating from the unirersity, 
to constitute themselves a distinct Faculty. 

During the years which succeededi between 1260 
and 1280, the Faculties of Canon Law or Decrees, and 
of Medicine, likewise organized themselyes. In 1271 
or 1272, as we have said already, the Faculty of Law, 
in spite of the opposition of the Chancellor of Notre 
Dame, at last possessed a seal of its own.^ It must 
be noted that in the statutes of Kobert de CourQon, 
in 1215, no mention is made either of law or medicine. 
So far as medicine is concerned there is nothing sur- 
prising in this omission, when one reflects that the 
Church had more than once forbidden not merely 
monks, but priests also — though unsuccessfully — to 
study or to teach medicine. The first public act of 
the Paris Faculty of Medicine dates from 1270 ; it is 
a decision rendered by the masters against a student 
who had been guilty of a fraud in order to obtain the 
licentiate's degree;' this document also makes men- 
tion of the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine. 

It is thus thaty towards 1275, the University of Paris 
is found constituted with its already long-established 
four Nations and 'its four Faculties.' Certain ambi- 

^ CharttUarium Univ, Paris,, t. i, p. 603 : Agreement between the 
ChanceUor of Paris and the Faculty of Decrees upon the usage of 
the seal of the said Faculty. ^> 

* ChartvXarium Univ. Paris,, 1. 1, p. 48S. 

* The question whether the regular organization of the Faculties 
preceded or followed that of the Nations has been much disputed by 
the historians of the University of Paris. It seems to me indubit- 
able tlukt the Nations ar^more ancient than the Faculties. This is 
the conclusion from all the facts I have cited. Moreover, it is more 
natural, more logical, that scholars and masters should have grouped 
themselves according to their natural affinities of race at first, 
sather than according to the slnUlarity of their studies. 
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goities still remained, howerer; thus, in 1274, the 
faculty of Arts styled itself universitoB artistarum. 
But in 1277, the distinction of the Faculties was for- 
mally recognized by the assembled university ; and in 
1281, tiie university promised to defend each of its 
Faculties.^ 

From this time on the traditional four Faculties con- 
stantly perform autonomous and personal acts ; they 
publish ordinances ; they regulate the order of their 
lectures i they have their private assemblies and their 
leaders; they confer degrees on their own students. 
The three Faculties of Theology {sacra Facidta^a), of 
Law (oonsuUissima FacuUa^), of Medicine (saluherrima 
Fa/mUaa), were denominated Superior Faculties be- 
cause, in order to be admitted to them, it was neces- 
sary to have already received the degrees of the 
Faculty of Arts {auhtUUsima FaeuUaa). 

The separation of the Faculties is a feature 
common to all the universities of the Middle Ages. 
It does not appear, however, that it was every- 
where made with the same precision as at Paris. At 
Bologna even the word '^faculty" seems to have 
been unknown : the Faculties were represented there 
by ^'colleges,'' — college of jurists, college of physi- 
cians. It is known, moreover, that in Italy the dis- 
tinct corporations of a single university themselves 
took the title of university, — university of arts, uni- 
versity of law.' It might be said that in papal bulls 

1 **Declarat universUcti facta facuUaium e«M facta universU 
tatU " iChartularium, t. i, p. 590). 

3 The 8ame was trae at MontpeUier, whieh imitated Bologna 
rather than Paris. 



( 
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the pzimitire sense of the word '' faoolty '' persists 
even to the fifteenth century. In 1450, Nicholas V, 
conceding to the Uniyersity of Barcelona the priyi- 
leges of that of Tonlouse, enumerates in what 
branches of instruction the studium generale might 
operate : m Theologia, Jure cananico et civUi, Artibus 
ei Medicina: and he adds, using a formula which 
occurs in a great many pontifical acts, in quaUbet aUa 
licUa faouUale; which cannot be translid»d but by 
these words: ''in any other permitted science."^ 
Nearly always the soyereigns pontifib neglect to 
notice the Faculties properly so called, and content | 

themselyes with drawing up the list of sciences 
taught. Thus, in a priyilege relating to the Uni- 
yersity of Salamanca, in 1313, Clement Y enumerates 
as subjects taught: decrees, decretals, laws, medicine, 
logic, grammar, and musia' 

Bemember, moreoyer, that the four classic Facul* 
ties did not exist in all the uniyersities eyen when 
the primitiye number had been increased in them. 
Complete uniyersities were in the minority. On the 
other hand, certain ones, Louyain for example, had 
five Faculties, ciyil law being separated from canon 
law. Possibly it was the same at Salamanca, where, 
in any case, accessory chairs existed called extravor 
ganteSf — astrology and the languages. 

These peculiarities, howeyer, are of small impor- 
tance. What it is interesting to yerify is that in the 
majority of the great centres of instruction the 
Faculties were established by the thirteenth century; 

1 Yieente de la Fuente, op. eit,, t, i, p. 83S. 
syjeenta de la Foante, cp, dt.t p. SIS. 
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that at this epoch human knowledge, through a 
natural division of labor and thought^ through un- 
noted progress in classical antiquity, had been divided 
into seyeral categories, a condition indispensable to 
the development of higher studies. Assuredly, there 
is nothing definitive, nothing necessary, in the scholas* 
tic division of the four Faculties ; and it is possible 
to imagine as many special Faculties in a university 
as there are separate departments comprehended 
under science itself. In our own century the Faculty 
of Arts has been dismembered in order to give birth 
to the Faculty of Sciences and the Faculty of Letters. 
And doubtless the future will see new dismemberments 
which will correspond to a more exact determination 
of the various departments of science luid to the ex- 
tension of the field of thought. But the honor of 
having begun the movement to divide the branches 
of human knowledge, and thus prepare the way for 
modem science, belongs to the men of the Middle 
Ages. 
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Thx uniyersities of the Middle Ages were yexitable 
republics/ almost independenti slightly subordinated 
to the State and the Church, with the peculiarity that, 
in the first centuries of their existence their subordi- 
nation to the ecclesiastical power was the more pro- 
nounced, while, toward the end, the control of the 
civil power increased. 

Moreover, they were federal republics which in- 
cluded a more or less extensive number of associations 

^ ** The system of a republican r^me has always been that of 
the University of Paris " (Crevier, op. eit, t. ii, p. t^). This repub- 
lican character was still more marked in the Italian universities. 
lU 
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and distinct comx>anie8 : Faculties and Nations, inde- 
pendent themselves although incorporated with the 
nnirersitieSy having their separate deliberations and 
regulating their own affairs. 

The character of sdf-^overiMMnt which distinguished 
the universities of the Middle Ages shows itself in 
various ways : in the first place, in the principle of 
election generally employed in the choice of officers ; 
1^^, in the brief duration of the powers conferred 
on these officers ; and finally in the eminently honorary 
nature of these powers, the real spring of action re- 
maining either in the hands of the particular assem- 
blies of each Nation or Faculty, or in those of the 
general assembly of the university. In fact^ not only 
were the dignitaries elected, under varying conditions 
and complex forms of which I do not pretend to give 
all the details here, but, in addition, these elective 
functions did not last long. There was a perpetual 
mobility, an incessant renewing of persons, in the 
administrative posts of the university. At Paris, up 
to 1266, the rector was elected for a month or six 
weeks only : it was thought that a great thing had 
been done in establishing the rule that three months 
should be the extent of his incumbency. As time 
went on it waa a year, or two years, at most. Like 
all democratic societies which, jealous of their rights, 
are averse to long concessions of their sovereignty, 
and unwilling that the powers they delegate shill 
remain long in the same hands, the universities, desir- 
ous to maintain ^^la UberU du carpa/^ as Crevier says, 
looked with suspicion on long terms of office without 
disturbing themselves about the inconveniences that 
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might be oooasioned by tlie too frequent change of 
persons. Indeed^ it is incontestable that the aiithority 
of the officers elected by the nniyersities was more 
honorary and decorative than real. These officers 
were hardly more than agents charged with executing 
the will of their couBtituentSy or rather, like the rector, 
the rector magniflcua of certain nniyersities^ spectacular 
personages whose chief duty is to parade in the front 
rank at ceremonies, and who, in a word, reign rather 
than govern. 

n 

There was only one exception to this democratic 
organization of the universities : that constituted by 
the existence of the chancellor, a personage apart, the 
only one whose power did not emanate directly from 
the universities themselves, representing the Church 
and, as Crevier says, '' foreign to the body.'^ This 
supremacy, however, was very often impatiently borne, 
and the history of the disputes between the Univerdity 
of Paris and its chancellors has more than once justi- 
fied the proverb : '* Our enemy is our master." 

Before the foundation of the Paris University, it 
was only the Chancellor of Notre Dame who, accord- 
ing to the common ecclesiastical law, could confer the 
'' license " at Paris, the right to teach {lieentia docendi) . 
From him emanated the power which elsewhere, at 
Angers and at Orleans, for example, was exercised 
by the ecclesiastic who taught philosophy and belles- 
lettres, and was called the icoldtre. ** The keys of 
science," they said in the thirteenth century, ''have 
been placed in the hands of masters by the sovereign 
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ponidS^ or by the Chancellor of Paris by delegation 
from the pope^ in order to open the treasury of wis* 
dom.^' ^ It was the chancellor's duty to draw up, seal, 
and forward to their destination, the acts passed by the 
Chapter of Notre Dame. By degrees his power over 
the professors and students became very great ; he 
granted or refused arbitrarily the right to teach ; he 
could excommunicate the rebels or confine them in 
his prison.' 

But these extraordinary powers of the chancellor 
were bound to decline as &st as the universities 
attained a definite organization. The popes them- 
selves aided the Uniyersity of Paris to throw them 
off and to gain its independence. In 1219, Pope 
Honorius III decreed that the students should enjoy 
tike right to teach, Ikentia docendU, if they were worthy 
of it, whether the chancellor were willing or not (etiam 
invito cdnceUa/fio). At the same, he forbade the chan- 
cellor to excommunicate any member of the university 
without the authority of the I{oly See.' In 1231, in 
the famous buU Parens scientiarum . . . , Gregory IX 
again restricted the authority of the chancellor within 
the narrowest limits.^ Finally, in 1252, the university 
obtained from Innocent lY the right to have a seal of 
its own : "a, right,'' says Thurot, ^^ which was the sign 
and guarantee of complete independence." ' 

The Church itself, then, labored to reduce the power 

1 Chartularium Univ, Paris* : IntroducHo, p. zL 

s It WM in 1231 only that the ChanceUor of Paris ceased to haTe 
a prison of his own. 

> Chctrtularivm Univ, Paris., p. 103. ^ Ibid., p. 186. 

* Thnzot, op, cit,, p. 12. In 1221 the oniveTSitj had tried to hare 
It eesl ; )>iit ]ionoriqs III ordered |t tp he hxoken. 
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of its own delegate. Thnrot is in enori howeyer, when 
he afBxms that the powers granted by the popes to the 
XTniyersity of Paris deprived the chancellor of all 
his authority. P^re Denifle, relying upon the texts, 
has demonstrated in an unanswerable manner, that 
throughout the whole of the thirteenth century the 
Chancellor of Notre Dame retained more power in 
the university than any one else. Jean de Gkrlande 
said of him in 1260: Parimta studii directas ducU 
habenaa, 

Boni&ce Yin, in ISOl, declared that the govern- 
ment of the university belonged to the chancellor. 
It is probable that the provincial universities, less 
ambitious than the University of Paris and not so 
independent, submitted to the supremacy of their 
chancellors much longer. 

All, or nearly all, the universities had a chancellor 
appointed under slightly different conditions. Some- 
times this personage was appointed directly by the 
pope : thus at Prague the Ajchbishop of the city was 
invested by Pope Clement YI with these functions from 
1347. In 1219, Pope Honorius III issued the following 
decree for Bologna : " Considering that the promotion 
to degrees is granted to unworthy individuals, none 
can be granted in future without the consent of the 
Archdeacon of Bologna and a preliminary examina- 
tion." ^ From this period the popes addressed them- 
selves to the Archdeacon of Bologna as the head of 
the university. The Bishop of Turin and the 
Archbishop of Pisa were chancellors of these two 
universities. At MontpeUier it was the Bishop of 

1 SftTigny. op. cit, t. ill, ^ W. 
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Magaelonne who acted as chancellor. In the imperial 
University of Naples, which was constructed on an 
entirely different plan and was closely dependent on 
the State, the chancellor was appointed by the em- 
peror. At Padua, the nniyersity became a party in 
the selection of the chancellor ; the professors elected 
him and the pope confined himself to confirming his 
powers. 

The chancellor, therefore, notwithstanding the in- 
creasing autonomy of the universities, continued to be 
an important personage. He was, it might be said, 
the living symbol of the ecclesiastical origin of the 
universities, and of the authority the Church still 
claimed to exercise over them. It suffices, however, 
to recall the names of some of the chancellors of 
Paris, and notably that of G-erson (1392), to under- 
stand the importance of the r6le that devolved upon 
men who were occasionally the most illustrious of 
their age. 

In the long struggle, lasting throughout the thir- 
teenth century, to decide whether the chancellor or 
the rector was to be the supreme head of the Univer- 
sity of Paris, the rector finally triumphed; but the 
chancellor continued, none the less, to exercise powers 
and discharge functions of importance. There were 
two chancellors at Paris, moreover, of whom the most 
ancient belonged to Notre Dame, and the other to the 
Abbey of Ste. Gteneviftve.^ The following extract from 

^Mention is made of the Chancellor of Ste. Geneyi^ve for the first 
time about 1256. There had been schools on the heights of Ste. 
Genevi^ye In the time of Abelard ; but it was about 1219 that mas- 
ters and scholars first emigrated in great numbers from the city 
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Grevier fixes clearly the prexogatives they retamed 
up to the eighteenth century: ^<The Chancellor of 
Notre Dame confers the license on those who are to 
profess theology and medicine. He formerly enjoyed 
the same authority in the Paoulty of Lav, which 
shook it off in 1679, but he still continues to reeeire 
a fee from each licentiate. He still confers the 
license on half of those who annually present them- 
selves to take the degree of Master of Arts. The 
Chancellor of Ste. Qenevi^ye has for his share only 
the other half of the Faculty of Arts.'' ^ 

ni 

In nearly all the universities the rector either was 
from the beginning, or gradually became, the first 
scholastic magistrate. 

The title of rector, with the prerogatives appertain- 
ing to it, does not appear definitely until 1245.' Be- 
fore this period, the same word, which is sometimes 
used in papal bulls, seems to have been synonymous 
with "master regent." 

It is probable, however, that in the University of 
Paris the rector existed before 1245,' and we have 

to the left bank of the Seine. It was this which rendend the 
appointment of a chanceUor of Ste. Genevieve necessary. 

I Crevier, t. vil, p. 137. 

3 Crevier claims, however, to find mention of it in the privilege 
of Philip AuguBtos, of 1200, in which he speaks of the cafHtaU 
scholcwium ParUienrlum ; which in a contemporary French ver- 
sion is translated by U chtvetainet " the captain," of the scholars. 
Bnt this officer evidently had not as yet the character of a true 
rector. 

•From 1346 to 1252, says Denifle, nihil aiiud quam Facultatem 
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every ground for supposing that the first rector was 
elected at the time when the four Nations, of which 
he was the chief, were organized : that is, as I have 
said already, from 1215 to 1225. 

At first rector of the Nations, and, before the fac- 
ulties were formally constituted, rector of the still 
confused mass of the entire university, it seems that, 
at the time of the organization of the separate Facul- 
ties, he remained for some time longer the chief of the 
Faculty of Arts only, the other Faculties being sub- 
ordinate at the outset merely to their respective deans. 
It was towards the close of the thirteenth century 
that the rector uxsensibly extended his authority over 
the Faculties of Law and Medicine, and still later, 
over that of Theology, though not without meeting 
strenuous resistance from their deans, and especially 
from the dean of the Faculty of Theology.^ 

Let me sum up in a few words the principal prerog^ 
atives of the rectors. At Paris it was the rector who 
convoked both general and special assemblies by 
means of beadles and presided over them. In these 
reunions it was he who proposed the afiairs to be 
deliberated on and who decided them. It appears 
that he did not take part in the discussions. Accord- 
ing to the statute of 1275, he had the additional right 
in the intervals between the assemblies of the Facility 
of Arts, which, nevertheless, occurred once a week, 
to regulate pressing affairs with the assistance of the 

Artium Rectori ineumhtntem videmtit* And tikis lasted for aerexal 
yean longer. 

^In ISSSi thB dean of the Faculty of Hieology protested against 
the attempt of the rector to conroke it by means of the beadle ; 
and this struggle was prolonged untU 1341. 
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procuratois of the nations. He thus oonatitated a 
sort of tribunal befoie which matters of discipline 
were, so to speak, judged in the first instance, though 
with the right of a final appeal to the assembly of the 
university. In the fourteenth century this tribunal 
met three times a week. The rector had also the dis- 
posal of a part of the dues collected from the students 
for the common expenses of the Faculty of ^Arts. 
Lastly he exercised a right oyer the sale of parch- 
ment, which was seldom authorized except at the 
annual Lendit fair.^ 

In other universities, and notably in Italy, the 
rector had still more extensive privileges. At Bo- 
logna, he exercised not only civil but criminal juris- 
diction over the students and all members of the 
university. He condemned the delinquents either to 
fines or to exclusion from the university.' With 
the assistance of the oonsUiariif who replaced at Bo- 
logna the procurators of the nations in the French 
universities, he constituted a sort of senate which 
took cognizance of a great number of affairs. He 
presided at the examinations and at the ceremonies at 

^ The Lendit (probable etymology, Indietus, the day fixed), a 
name which has just been reTired at Parie to designate the annual 
eompetition in physical ezereises in which the pnpils of the lycte 
take part, was in the Bfiddle Ages a fair which opened yearly, 
on Jane 12, in the plain of St. Denis, and which was also called 
the f 6te of the parchment. The nniyersity went thither in proces- 
sion, headed by the rector. Arrived on the fair groond, the rector, 
before any other bnyer, laid aside the qnantity of parchment needed 
by the nnirersity, and receired a gratuity from the merehants, 
which amounted in the sixteenth century to 2600 francs. 

> At Padua, the rector of the " artists" took cognizanee of all 
crimes save those in whloh oondemnation entailed death or mntila* 
tlon. 
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which degrees were oonferrecL It was he who in the 
public disputes between professors as well as students, 
received the petitions and formulated the questions. 
It was he, too, who, after having examined the respec- 
tive merit of each professor, drew up every year what 
was called the roll, or rottda. And this variety of 
important prerogatives conferred upon the Italian 
rectors seems still more astonishing when it is 
remembered that in Italy the rector was usually a 
student, elected by his comrades, and that at times he 
was not more than twenty-five years old. 

The different universities present, moreover, numer* 
ous peculiarities bearing on the election and condi* 
tions of eligibility of their rectors. At Paris the 
rector was originally elected by the procurators of the 
four nations, and later by four delegates who were 
called intrants, and who were themselves elected by 
the nations. Ko condition with regard to age was 
fixed for the rector; but his electors must be thirty 
years old. He must be taken from among the ruling 
masters of the Faculty of Arts. He might be a lay* 
man, but he must be a celibate. 

At Bologna, the rector elected by the students must 
be himself a student,^ be twenty-five years of age (the 
same limit was fixed at Montpellier; at Padua they 
contented themselves with twenty-two years), and 
not a member of any religious order. He was placed 
each year. As a rule he was chosen from among the 
wealthier students. * The statutes of the University 

1 At Padna, when there were sererftl rectors, the rector of the 
"artiBts " must be a physidaii. At Bologna, though by an excep- 
tion, rectors might be chosen from among the professors. 
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of Lourain required tiiat the rector shonld be iotu 
dives et locuples; it was desired that he should be 
able to do honor to functions which admitted of con* 
siderable display. At Ddle the rector could be neither 
a monk, a member of a religious order, a native of 
Ddle, a husband, nor a doctor.^ Celibacy was ordi- 
narily required. At Caen, for example, whenerer a 
talented young professor obtained a chair of law or 
medicine, haste was made to elerate him to the rector- 
ship lest, by a speedy marriage, he might render 
himself incapable of an honor of which he seemed 
worthy.' At Naples the position of rector was a per- 
manent one and was filled by the ciyil authorities; 
but in all the other universities, as I have said, the 
function was elective. At Oxford, in the earliest 
times, the rector, who was afterwards replaced by the 
chancellor as head of the university, was elected by 
the graduates and his election confirmed by the Bishop 
of Lincoln.' At Salamanca the professors had at 
their head a rector elected by the ccUhedraiicos, or 
regents of theology of the first rank. He was always 

1 Doctor, that Is to say, profjMsor; it was held that the rectorial 
functions conld not be associated with the duties of instraction. In 
general, the rectors did hot teach, ezoejpt, as it appears, in some ot 
the Italian nnlremities. 

« J. Ganyet, L'ancieuM Univeniti de Caen, 18TS. The married 
rector was an exception. One example is cited at Padoa in 1608. 

• " At Cambridge there was no rector, but a chancellor, who pos- 
sessed many of the powers of the Parisian and Bononian rectors. 
Though elected by the two houses of regents and non-regents, he 
had powers independent of the regents. His powers were ecclesi- 
astical, both in their nature and origin. He was constituted, says 
Dean Peacock, a distinct estate in the academical commonwealth." 
—Laurie, op, cil., p. 243. 
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ehosen from some great family. He had yery great 
privilegesi and was always seated under a canopy at 
the public assemblies. 

It was usual to have but one rector, except in the 
Italian universities^ where there were several rectors 
at a time. At Bologna, at Padua, and at Verceil there 
were at first four rectors, one for the Gitramontanes, 
three for the Ultramontanes. Later on, there were 
but two; one for the University of Law, and the 
other for the University of Arts. 

The true reason which prevented the rectors of the 
Middle Ages from playing a really important part in 
the universities, was the temporary character of their 
functions. How could they acquire great moral au« 
thority in a few months? The mediocrity of their 
rOle is suf&oiently proved by little facts like these : In 
1373 and in 1374, two rectors of Paris inform us, one 
that he has had the rector's book rebound in red 
leather and provided with new clasps ; the other, that 
he has had a silver chain affixed to the rectorial seaL 
University officers who relate things so insignificant 
can have had very few important ones to do. 

It was above all by the display, the external show 
of his position, that the rector was- a notable person. 
He waUced in the first rank, not merely in the univer- 
sity ceremonies, but on public occasions. At Bologna 
he took precedence over the archdeacon (the chancel- 
lor), the bishops and the archbishops, him of Bologna 
alone excepted. The rector of Paris took precedence 
even of the archbishop; more than once he sat in the 
Bojal Councils with the prelates, the princes and the 
nobles. In an age when outward show impressed th^ 
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popular imagination still more forcibly than in our 
own day, the rector was distinguished by the splen- 
dor of his costume, ana the long procession which 
thronged after him wherever he went And this 
prestige of the rectorial dignity lasted to the very 
end. In the eighteenth century, during the long 
quarrel that they entered into for the sake of main- 
taining their right of precedence against the claims 
of the bishop, the rectors of Poitiers said: <^The 
rectors of uniyersities are vested in purple and ermine 
like the kings, and, in consequence, they retain the 
function of sovereignty and of royal majesty." And 
they complacently recall how Ferdinand, King of 
Spain, caused the Rector of the University of Alcala 
to be seated between Cardinal Ximenes and himself. 

The election of the rector, also, was surrounded 
everywhere by a great number of precautions and 
formalities. The heads of the universities were 
chosen with very nearly the same forms as were the 
popes; the duration of the conclave which was to 
elect them was even determined by that of the flame 
of a candle of fixed weight. The installation of the 
new rector gave rise to one of the most brilliant and 
imposing ceremonies of the Middle Ages. Consider, 
for instance, how the thing Ivas done in a little uni- 
versity, that of Ddle: "Convoked the previous day, 
by its general beadle and by placards posted on the 
doors of the churches, the university assembles in 
the Hall of Laws, or some other suitable place, under 
the presidency of the acting rector, who opens the 
session by a discourse on the importance of the choice 
to be made, gnd the necessity of electing an honorable 
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candidate wliose merit shall be obvious to alL After- 
wards he administers the oath to the electors on the 
Gospels^ designates those who are to count the votes, 
and requests the former to repair, without going out, 
to a special hall which is called the conclave. From 
tbe moment when they cross its threshold they are 
prohibited from leaving it until after having made an 
election, under penalty of being excluded from the 
university for a month. If there is a tie, the acting 
rector takes part in the voting and ends the deadlock. 
But he alone can enter the chamber where the deliber- 
ations are going on, and which cannot, in any case, 
last more than an hour. During this time the general 
assembly remains in session, anxiously awaiting the 
announcement of the person elected, and whose choice 
they are to ratify. Introduced with pomp into the 
assembly, he swears to maintain the honor, the dis- 
cipline, the peace, and the privileges of the body, to 
cause the statutes to be observed, and to make no 
decision without the advice of the council."* 

At Bologna the assumption of the rectorial power 
was accompanied with the greatest pomp. The cathe- 
dral was the place ordinarily chosen for the ceremony. 
Drums and trumpets opened the march ; then followed 
the students bearing gilded fasces, in memory of the 
Boman magistrates ; then the keepers of the seal and 
the statutes of the university, who carried the gown 
of the rector ; a beadle followed with a silver sceptre. 
The rector advanced in the midst of the procession, 
vested in a red robe with golden ornaments, sur- 

1 Lea UniverHt^B de la Franehe ComM, par H. Beaune 9% d'Arban* 
i9ont, ^ zlvili. 
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rounded by all the dignitaries of the nnirersity, and 
followed by all the students. All the magistrates of 
the city and the dignitaries of the clergy were assem- 
bled in the church. There the discourses were delir- 
ered ; the rector was formally inrested with his gown ; 
and the crowd afterwards accompanied the newly 
elected to his dwelling, through streets adorned and 
decked in holiday attire. The remainder of the day 
was deyoted to games and public rejoicings.* 

The services of the rector were not rendered gratui- 
tously, but neither were they richly rewarded. At 
Paris the rector had what was called the right of the 
chappe^ a payment made by the new Masters of Arts/ 
besides the tax on the parchment levied at the Lendit 
fair, and certain other revenues. At Padua the salary 
of the rector was at first fifty ducats, afterwards one 
hundred; at Pisa, in 1473, forty florins, afterwards 
sixty or one hundred. But what proves that the rector 
was not highly paid by the university— although he 
carried a large violet purse at his belt, " in which,'' 
says Duboulay,^ '^ the common people believed that 
there were always one hundred gold crowns, I know 
not on what foundation " — is that candidates for recto- 
rial functions were usually sought for among those 
who possessed private fortunes; still another proof 
is found in the gratuities solicited occasionally by the 
rectors and granted by the Nations. In 1347, the 

1 Goppi, up, eiU, p. U7. 

* The chappe, that % the habit, the rectorial oostnme. 

• Creyier, t. lii, p. pSL 

^ Dubonlay, Remarquet 9ut la digniUt puUiance, authority et 
jurisdicmn du MecUur da VUnivertM d§ PorU. Paris, 1668^ 
pSi, 



GOVSRNMEirr OF UNlVJfiBSrnES 130 

rector was allowed four liyres; in 1410) thirty gold 
crownSi ''to assist him, no doubV' s&ys Orevieri ''in 
defraying the cost of his dignity.'^ ^ The smallness of 
these soms would cause a smile if one did not take 
into consideration the ralue of money in an age when 
King Charles V thought he had paid Erasmus gener* 
ously for his translation of the Ethics of Aristotle^ by 
giving him one hundred francs. 

In spite of its short duration and its meagre re- 
wardSi the office of rector was sought for none the 
less, and much intriguing was done to obtain it. 
This was because it assured, in the first place, seyeral 
months of supremacy and universal respect to him 
who exercised it; whenever a member of the univer* 
sity addressed the rector, in Paris at all events, he 
said to him, Vestra amplitudo. ... It was also be- 
cause, after having attained the rectorship, there 
remained to the rectors throughout their lives some- 
thing of that prestige which attached in Borne to men 
of consular rank; the rector of Paris was inscribed 
first in the list which the university annually sub- 
mitted to the pope for the conferring of benefices. 

IV 

I shall not dwell upon the other university digni- 
taries, and shall limit myself to little more than 
enumerating them. The Nations had their chiefs 
everywhere, the procurators at Paris, the counsellors 
(cansigliarii) at Bologna.' The procurators of Cam- 

1 Crerier, t. ii, p. 873. 

^ At Bolagns thns were ae many oonnMllore ap KatiooB* namely, 
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bridge were called vioe-rectors. Thd procurator kept 
a register of his administration; there was a liber pro- 
euratoris as there was a liber rectoris. 

Here are a few details concerning the rdle of the 
procurators of the medical students at MontpeUier in 
the sixteenth century. This dignitary was elected an- 
nually by his comrades, and might be taken indiffer- 
ently from the ordinary students or the bachelors. 
'< As the common welfare/' said the statutes of 1534, 
^'depends upon those who administer the public func- 
tions; special care should be taken to select a faithful 
and zealous procurator, who will show himself jealous 
for the honor and the interests of the university; any 
one who leads a dishonest life, who is addicted to gam- 
ing or debauchery, is unworthy of this office and should 
be excluded from it." The procurator of MontpeUier 
had the right to remonstrate with professors who 
were not punctual in giving their lectures : <' At the 
request of the students in medicine, I, the procurator, 
accompanied by counsellors ^ and assisted by a notaiy 
and witnesses, have presented myself to the doctors 
who through unwillingness do not deliver their lec- 
tures, and have requested them to fulfil their duties.'' 
The badge of office of the procurator at MontpeUier 
was a baton of honor, which he carried in the pubUc 
ceremonies.^ At Paris the procurators of the Nations 
wore red robes*- 

The procurator, therefore, was the agent, the ckargi 

eighteen for the Ultnimontanes and seventeen for the Citramon- 
tanes. 

^ The procnrator of MontpeUier was assisted by oonnseUors. 

* La Yalabr^pie, La VU Universitair^ a MontpeUier, 1890, j^ 9 
9t9eq. 
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cPaffaireSf as one might say^ of the students. Some- 
times he represented a Kation^ sometimes a Faculty, 
according to the customs of different universities. 
At Paris the procurator of the Nation of France had 
special privileges ; in case of a vacancy in the rector- 
ate, he was considered the head of the Faculty of 
Arts. At first the powers of the office did not regu- 
larly last longer than a month, but they were after- 
wards extended to a year. 

Another university magistrate who did not exist 
everywhere, but whom we find at Paris and at Bo- 
logna, was the syndic, who was also called the '^ fiscal 
procurator.'' At Paris, the syndic, according to Du- 
boulay and Grevier, must have been instituted by 
1203.^ But he seems to have played a sufficiently 
unimportant part. At Bologna, and at Padua and 
Pisa as well, the syndic, who sometimes took the title 
of vice-rector, was elected every year by the students. 
He replaced the absent rector. Normally, he repre* 
sented the university before the tribunals.' 

Other offices were rendered necessary by the admin- 
istration of the university revenues, — at Louvain the 
receptores, simple stewards or cashiers ; in Italy, the 
treasurer, who was sometimes chosen from amon^ 
the professors and again from the students. 

In like manner the drawing up of acts and registers 
was confided in Paris to a registrar (greffler), and in 
Italy to a notary, to archivists, etc. 

The universities had subaltern agents also, the 

1 Crerier, t. i, p. 2S1. 

* Among the dignitaries of the onlyenity moat also be reckoned 
the eottteryator of royal priyileges (at Paris the provost) and the 
Hneerrator of apostolic privUeges (nsnally a biihop). 
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beadles, whose business it was to announce the days 
and hours of lectures, to publish the decisions of the 
uniyersity councils, to transmit the summons of the 
rector, to assist the professors during their courses, and 
to maintain good order in the schools; and who, more- 
over, with their silver maces, preceded the rector in 
the public ceremonies. At Paris there were fourteen 
beadles, two for each Nation and Faculty. In certain 
universities the beadles seem to have been something 
more than mere agents for material services. In 
Italy, according to Coppi, one of their duties was to 
exercise '^a secret surveillance over the private con- 
duct of the professors."^ 

The university personnel was numerous, as may be 
seen. It comprehended also, among those entitled to 
the privileges of the university, all whose industry was 
necessary to the carrying on of the studies: book- 
sellers, paper makers, bookbinders, parchment makers, 
illuminators, copyists, etc. In Italy the stationarii 
were required to furnish the students with all the 
books and manuscripts they needed. The trade in 
books was a university monopoly. The trade of the 
copyists, who put the lectures of the professors into 
circulation among the students, was very lucrative and 
gave employment to many persons. The booksellers 
sometimes abused the favorable conditions created for 
them by the scarcity of books, and in 1275 the Uni- 
versity of Paris intervened to tax at four deniers the 
book, their right of brokerage.' 

Finally, a word must be said concerning the messen- 

1 Coppi, op. eitt p. 161. 

9 " When printing came to transform and renew the industry of 
the book trade, it remained none the less under the protection of the 
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gers, whO; at the beginning, formed a part of the 
membership (suppdts) of the university. There is 
mention of the nuiUii as early as the edict of Fred- 
erick Barbarossa, in 1158.^ From the earliest times 
the University of Paris appointed messengers, whose 
duty it was to carry the letters of the students to the 
provinces or to foreign parts, and to bring back the 
answers and the money, clothing, and other things 
which parents wished to send to their children. 
''But the insecurity of the roads at the time often 
caused interruptions in the journeys of the messengers. 
The students were more than once obliged to have 
recourse to the citizens of Paris in order to procure 
what they needed. The citizens profited by the oc- 
casion to claim the privileges of messengers. The 
university agreed to take them under its protection, 
and thereupon a distinction arose between the great 
and the petty messengers of the university.' The 
university messengers did not confine their labors to 
the service of the masters and students, moreover. 
They gradually extended it to the transportation of 
letters and packages for private persons; and this was 
the origin of the establishment of stage coaches^ which 
formed one of the most important sources of the 
university revenues.* 

univezsity;. and pp to the French Revolntion the lihr aires Jur4$ of 
the oniyenity received their investitore from the rector, and the 
Faculty of Theology had the right of oenBorship over aU writings 
which might tonch npon the faith." — VaUet de Viriyme, HUtoirB 
de VInstruction puhlique, p. 128. 

^ Frederick accorded the privUegeB granted by this charter, " tarn 
ip9i$ McJiolarlbui quam eorum nundis.** 

^ Caillet, de VAdminUtration en France eou$ Bichelieu, 1867, p. 
lis. 

* At the onteet the taxes paid by the petty messengers, that is, 
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The real pawer^ in the tmiversities of the Middle 
Ages, as I have said, was not in the hands of the 
dignitaries I have just enumerated. It remained 
either in the general assembly {congregoHo generdlis) 
of the unirersity or in the individual assemblies of 
each Faculty and Nation. The uniyersities were es- 
sentially federated republics, the goyemment of which 
pertained either to the whole body of the masters, as 
in the University of Paris, which was a university of 
professors, or to the whole body of the students, as in 
the democratic University of Bologna, which was a 
university of students, llie rector and the procura- 
tors were mere delegates, charged with the execution 
of the wishes of the corporation. '^They had no in« 
clination," says Grevier, ^^to transfer the rights of the 
body to its heads." 

From the close of the thirteenth century, in 1289,' 
there sat in the general council of the University of 
Paris, the rector, who presided, the procurators of the 
Nations, and the deans of the Faculties.' 

Only the Superior Faculties had each its dean, 

the rector being the special head of the Faculty of 

« 

by the letter carriers and couriers, accrued either to the prooarator 
of the NationS) the rector, or to the deans of the Faculties. In the 
seventeenth century the stage coach service became a public one; 
but it was understood that a part of the proceeds of this service 
would renudn at the disposition of the university, which used them 
to pay a salary to the professors of the coUeges of the Faculty of 
Arts. This prepared the way for the reform of 1719. the year when 
gratuitous instruction was. established. 

1 Grevier, t. U, p. 118. 

s At Bologna the deans were caUed ** the priors." 
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Arts. In 1267 or 1268 there occurs for the first time 
20, the acts of the University of Paris, mention of 
the deans of the Faculty of Decrees and the Faculty 
of Medicine ; in 1290, of the dean of Theology, who 
seems, in the earliest times, to have been the same 
person as the Chancellor of Notre Dame. In the 
eighteenth century, when Crevier drew up the list of 
the dignitaries of the University of Paris, the deans 
wei^regulated thus : the dean of the Facxdty of The- 
ology was the eldest of its secular professors; the 
Faculty of Law chose its dean yearly from its profes- 
sors, following the order of seniority; the Faculty 
of Medicine alone, since 1388, had had an elected dean 
whose official term lasted two years. 

The deans held a very important office. They were 
the real administrators of their respective Faculties. 
They presided in the assemblies of their company, 
and were members of the council of the University. 

At Paris, the professors alone composed the assem- 
blies of the Faculties. It was necessary to be a 
Master of Arts to be a member of the Faculty of 
Arts ; and a professor, to take part in the delibera- 
tions of the other Faculties. " All powers,'' says 
Thurot, ''were concentrated in the assemblies of the 
companies; they passed the regulations, examined 
particular requests, and nominated directly to all the 
offices. .'. . Ordinarily their chiefs could decide noth- 
ing without having taken the orders of the company."^ 
It was, therefore, the special councils of each Superior 
Faculty, and of the four Nations assembled in the 
Faculty of Arts, which regulated all that concerned 

^ Thnrot, op, dt,, p. 20. 
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discipline, the collection and employment of revenues,, 
the character of the courses and discussions. In the 
Superior Faculties votes were cast by persons; in 
the Faculty of Arts, by Nations. 

One divines the part reserved to the general assem- 
bly of the university, a sort of supreme and regulating 
council, which for the most part contented itself with 
confirming the decisions of the companies when they 
were submitted to it. The rector, as president, pro- 
posed the subject of discussion; then each of the 
companies deliberated separately; after which the 
procurators and the deans reported to the council, 
which deliberated on them, the opinions of the Na- 
tions and the Faculties ; and the rector summed up. 
Here are some examples of the decisions arrived at 
by the Assembly of the University : in 1333, abolition 
of the provinces of the Nation of England; in 1356, 
determination of the limits of the Nation of England 
and the Nation of Picardy ; in 1389, obligation imposed 
on bachelors in theology to sojourn in Paris until 
their licentiate. In all of these matters the univer- 
sity did hardly more than intervene to give additional 
weight to the separate resolutions of each company. 
A certain number of questions, however, were in the 
exclusive jurisdiction of the great council of the Uni- 
versity : all those which related to the common privi- 
leges of the University, and to the violation or abuse 
of these privileges ; those, also, which concerned the 
industries placed under its protection, such as book 
and parchment making. 

In the other universities we shall find, with certain 
variations, the same system of self-government. At 
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Prague there was at first a congregatio univer^Uatis, 
in which masters and students had equal votes. This 
was the primary assembly. Above this sat a special 
university council (concilium universitcUis) composed 
of eight members, two from each Nation. The su- 
preme council, under the authority of the rector, 
became the directing power of the University of 
Prague. At Cambridge, the internal regulation of 
the education and of the degree system rested practi- 
cally with the voting masters, in spite of the consid- 
erable prerogatives conferred on the Chancellor. 

It is permissible to say, then, that in the heart of the 
Middle Ages, when all the nations, from the political 
point of view, knew as yet nothing but the regime of 
a more or less absolute monarchy, the universities had 
already made trial of liberty in their internal life : they 
were republics of letters and of scientific men in a world 
still bowed down under the domination of emperors 
and kings. Undoubtedly they depended on the pontifi- 
cal authority for the general regulation of discipline 
and the programme of studies. It was the papal legates 
who presided at all the reforms of the University of 
Paris, in 1366 and 1452, before the civil authority had 
laid hands upon it, under Henry lY, in 1600. But in 
the election of their officers, in the details of their 
organization, in the daily management of their affairs 
and their interests, the universities had nevertheless 
a vast field of independent action before them. They 
were the first bodies, since ancient times, to exercise 
self-government, and thus to give an example to the 
statesmen of the future. I do not deny that the 
liberty they enjoyed had its excesses, its abuses, and 
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also its weaknesses^* that their regime was sometimes 
anarchic ; in spite of all, they livedo they prospered. 
They applied successfully a system of government 
which modem peoples are more and more tending to 
extend, not simply to studies and scholastic matters, 
but to the whole body of their affairs and interests of 
every kind. Before the free English monarchy, the 
University of Paris had been, under a nominal ehief, 
the rector, an example of representative and parlia- 
mentary government. Before the modem republics 
of the old world and the new, the University of 
Bologna had made trial of democratic government. 

^ It is a itrange thing that the asMmblieB of Paris, after having 
been only too tumnltuouB and distnrbed by ihouts and qnarrelling» 
became almost deserted. In 1417 it was asserted that while not 
more than fiye or six were present in the cloister of the Mathurins 
(the place of the gatherings of the Faculty of Arts), not fewer 
than thirty scholars were ooonted at the same moment in a wine 
shop, in tabemU. 
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If it be true that there is good ground of complaint 
at present against the multiplicity of examinations ; 
if the objections made by those who protest against 
the unreasonableness of competitions and the infinite 
variety of diplomas are well founded, it is the Middle 
Ages which must be held responsible, for they were 
the first culprits ; it is the universities of the Middle 
Ages which must be blamed, for they were the in- 
ventors of examinations and degrees. In Oreek and 

ISO 
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Boman antiquity there is no trace of any test of 
capacity, nor even of any conditions whatsoever, be- 
ing imposed on any one who desired to teach. Neither 
the sophists nor the philosophers of the school of 
Socrates were graduated. Theirs was the age of abso- 
lute liberty of instruction. It is true that Quintilian, 
the celebrated professor of rhetoric, was pensioned at 
Eome by Vespasian,^ but he had no greater need than 
his contemporaries of a degree of any sort to justify 
him in keeping school. 

It is in an edict of the Emperor Yalentinian, in 329, 
that a distinction, though still a vague one, is drawn 
for the first time between the sophists of that age, 
wandering and worthless professors, who, it was said, 
having no right to teach, ought to be dismissed and 
requested to vacate the premises, and the masters 
who, on the contrary, being held in esteem by com- 
petent men, ought to be distinguished from their 
rivals and authorized to teach.' It is none the less 
true that it was the Middle Ages that really inaugu- 
rated a system of graduation, conferring the right to 
teach after a certain term of studies and appropriate 
examinations. 

Mr. Laurie has made the clever remark that, in 
instituting their degrees, the universities were merely 
imitating customs already established in the indus- 
trial and commercial corporations.* "The members 
of a guild corporation were divided into three distinct 
classes — apprentices^ assistants or companions^ and 

1 "... e JUco solarium accepiV* See my Histoire dea doctrines 
de VSducation^ t. i, p. 33. 

> " . . . exceptis his qui a prohatis»imit approbati ah Tiac delnt^ 
erunt coUuvione $ecemi»" * Laiui«« op, cit,, p. 216. 
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mcuterB. These assistants were in France frequently 
called gargons or compagrums du devoir. The assist- 
ants were not admitted to the grade of ' master ' until 
they had performed some special task assigned to 
them« ... It was only if this dief-d^ceuvre was 
found satisfactory that they were installed as masters 
— a ceremony which was generally followed by a 
banquet. The gargon who obtained his mastership 
obtained thereby for the first time freedom to exer- 
cise his trade, or craft, and all the rights of a member 
of the guild." 

Is not this a rery exact image of what took place 
in the university corporations when it was understood 
that in order to become a master of arts, and have the 
right to follow the profession of teaching, one must 
haye spent a certain number of years on the benches 
of a school and have passed a successful examination 
before competent judges ? 

It is manifest that the universities borrowed from 
the industrial corporations their '^companionships,'' 
their '^ masterships," and even their banquets ; a great 
repast being the ordinary sequel of the reception of 
the baccalaureate or doctorate.^ 

The comparison will seem even more just when one 
reflects that the grades were not what the bacca- 
laureate, for example, is in France at present, — 
a mere evidence of successful studies, a passport 
granted to those who, after passing regularly through 

1 " The trial for the mastership, by public dlspntation against all 
comers in presence of the other masters, was analogous to the chef- 
d'oeuvre that the aspirant to the mastership of a craft had to sub- 
mit to the judgment of the jurors of his craft.*' Laurie^ op, ciU, 
P.21S. 
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the classes of a college, seek to make some sort of 
plaoe for themselves in society. The grades, the 
^'degrees/' were then professional titles^ something 
like the different orders which must be receiyed bjr 
an ecclesiastic before arriving at the priesthood. 
They conferred the right to exercise an exclusive 
profession; like the licentia docendi, granted very 
early at Paris, without examination, moreover, and 
without much care, by the Chancellor of Notre Dame ; 
or like the licentia medendi, accorded to the physicians 
of Salerno from the twelfth century. 

It is impossible to fix precisely the period at which 
the system of degrees began to be organized. Things 
were done slowly. At the outset, and until towards 
the end of the twelfth century, there existed nothing 
resembling a real conferring of degrees in the ris* 
ing universities. In order to teach, it was sufficient 
to have a respondent, a master authorized by age and 
knowledge. Abelard was. not reproached for teaching 
without a degree, but for teaching without a master, 
»ine ma^Utro. So, too, at Bologna, Imerius does not 
seem to have been the pupil of any one, or to derive 
his eminent and indisputable learning from any one 
except himself. This was the time when a pope, 
Alexander III, opposed the pretensions of the bishops 
who wished to have the right of conferring the license 
to teach reserved exclusively to them or their dele- 
gates, £Uid seemed to believe that the teaching faculty 
was a gift of Qod. At any rate, he formally forbade 
that any sum of money should be required from the 
candidates as the price of the right to teach, which 
was granted them, and he required that " any capable 



SYSTEM OF GRADUATION 148 

and instracted man " {idoneus et lUt^ratm) should be 
authorized to keep schooL^ 

The ^^lioense to teach/' neverthelessi became by 
slow degrees, as masters and pupils multiplied, a pre- 
liminary condition of teaching, a sort of diploma 
more and more requisite, and of which the bishops or 
their representatives, chancellors or toolMreB,^ were 
the dispensers. Up to the fourteenth century there 
was hardly any other clearly defined university title : 
the license to teach law or medicine at Bologna or 
Salerno, where law and medicine were still the only 
studies in vogue ; the license to teach the arts and 
theology at Paris, where the arts and theology were 
still in ascendency. 

Originally, the license was conferred without an 
examination on whomever was held to possess the 
necessary aptitude. By degrees greater severity was 
introduced, principally in what concerned theology, 
the popes being specially interested in the teaching of 
it. In his bull of 1231, Gregory IX recommended 
the Chancellor of Paris to make a serious investi- 
gation of the capacity and the morals of aspirants 
for professorships: '^ Future chancellors,'' said he, 
''shall swear not to receive as professors of theology 
and canon law any but worthy men, able to do honor 
to their precepts, and they shall reject all who are 
unworthy, without respect either to persons or to 
nations. Before conferring the license, the chancellor 

1 Chartularium Univ, Paris., t. i, p. 5. So» alto, in the Laterftn 
Coancil of 1179, the same pope said: NuUub qfumquam^ qui tit 
idoneru, petita licentia interdicat {Ibid,, p. 10). 

s Eoeleeiastical profeaeon who taoj^t philoiophy and benes- 
lettias in each cathedral eohooL 
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Bhall allow three months to elapse, dating from the 
day when the license was asked for, and during these 
three months he shall make inquiries of the professors 
of theology and other serious and instructed persons, 
in order to become acquainted with the life and man- 
ners, the knowledge, capacity, love of study, per- 
fectibility, and other qualities needful in those who 
aspire to teach; and, these inquiries finished, he 
shall grant or refuse the license according to his ^ 
conscience.'^ ^ ^ 

Gradual progress was thus being made toward a 
regulation, toward a system of examinations. Condi- 
tions were imposed already. Acting professors were 
consulted as to the merits of their pupils. Later on, 
these professors will examine the candidates, and sub- 
ject their knowledge and their abilities to established 
tests. It was required that the inquiry intrusted to 
the chancellor should extend over three months. 
Later, it will be from the candidates themselves that 
a scholastic probation, and evidence of a certain num- 
ber of years devoted to study, will be required. 

At the beginning, then, the ^^ license to teach" was 
neither a degree, nor an examination. In any case it 
was the sole degree.* True, bachelors • and doctors, 
that is, as it seems, students and professors, were 
already much spoken of; but there was neither a 
bachelorship nor a doctorship. "Doctor" or "mas- 
ter " meant then any one who taught. " Originally," 

1 ChwrtuXarium Univ, Paris,, t. i, p. 237. 

3 " A degree, origiDally, was a license to teach." Maiden, On 
the Origin of Univereitiea, London, 1849, p. 112. 

s In the bnU of Gregory IX (1231), there is already question ci 
bacbelors: "... qui et qua haraet quid legere debeant JmcktUaHU** 
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says Creyier, "the terms doctor and professor were 
synonymous."* There were doctores juris* at Bo- 
logna from the twelfth century; and from the thir- 
teenth doctores medicince, phUosophice, etc,, but all 
these before the examinations which afterwards gave 
a right to these titles had been instituted. In other 
words, "doctor'* and "master" were expressions em- 
ployed at first in a general sense before taking a defi- 
nite signification in order to designate the degrees, 
the particular grades of the university hierarchy.' 
It was altogether natural, in fact, that he who had 
obtained the license to teach (licentia docendi) should 
be called doctor. So, too, there were "bachelors," that 
is, apprentices, beginners, although there was as yet 
no thought of establishing an examination correspond- 
ing to the first grade of studies, and although there 
was nothing that resembled what, in the fourteenth 
century, was called the diterminance, or the bachelor- 
ship. 

Another peculiarity of these somewhat obscure and 
confused beginnings of the graduation system is that 
the professors, who were not as yet formed into a 
regular corporation, a Faculty, exerted a merely sec- 
ondary influence, and played but a minor part in the 
granting of licenses. The time had not yet come 

1 GreTier, t. t, p. 149. 

'ImerinB, however, Is styled magister and dominiLS, but not 
doctor, 

* "In the early days of the school of Bologna/' says Savigny, 
"the expressions, doctor, magUter, and dominus had the significa- 
tion of professor. These titles could not designate an office or a 
degree, sinee at that time nothing of the sort existed." 
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when, in this matter, the principle wonld prerail that 
responsibili<7 ought to be allied to competence ; and 
that academic degrees could not legitimately be con- 
ferred except by academic bodies. Originally it is 
the Church, the teaching Church, which belieres that 
it alone has the power and the right to appoint pro- 
fessors. And when, later on, assailed by the incessant 
progress of university autonomy, the Church will be 
obliged to concede this right, at least in so far as it is 
real and positive, to the members of the university, 
the chancellor retaining a merely nominal authority, 
and having nothing to do except to countersign the 
diplomas granted by the Faculties — it will not abdi- 
cate all claims upon it. In 1522, and in 1547, we 
shall see the popes giving to their legates, by formal 
bulls, the right to create bachelors, licentiates, and 
doctors, with all the privileges attached to these 
titles.^ Likewise, in 1550, we shall find Julius III 
granting to the Society of Jesus the right to confer de- 
grees upon all the pupils in its colleges. But in these 
latter cases, the Church will at least content itself with 
claiming for its delegates, or for a favorite and espe- 
cially loved congregation, a participation in a privilege 
which it no longer dares to contest with the enfran- 
chised and all-powerful universities. Originally, on 
the contrary, it was not merely a part but the totality 
of the academic investitures which the Church claimed 
the right to exercise, and which, in fact, it did exer- 

^Cxerier, t. t» pp. 20i, 475. The Uniyersity of Paris protested 
energetically moreoyer against these hvHa, whldi protest, it appean^ 
remained ineffectoaL 
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cise. '^ In tbe thirteenth century/' says M. Germain, 
''at Montpellier, as at Paris and Bologna and erery- 
where else, degrees were conferred under the auspices 
of the ecclesiastical authority.^ ^ 

n 

When the different Faculties had been constituted 
in the midst of the university, each with its regular 
course of studies and its special corps of professors, 
the system of degrees followed naturally from the 
necessity of controlling the work of the pupils, of clos« 
ing by examinations and by private or public acts, and 
of celebrating by ceremonies, the successive periods of 
study. Already, in preceding centuries, the old dis- 
tinction of trivium and of qtbodrivium had displayed a 
tendency to mark out two stages in the study of the 
liberal arts. This tendency became general. Thence- 
forward there were several degrees in each Faculty, 
and nearly the same degrees, with the same names, 
in all the Faculties, The professors became the 
judges of their pupils, and recommended to the chan- 
cellor, who no longer had anything to do except to 
record their decisions, the candidates whom they 
deemed worthy to be graduated. 

^Genuain, j6tude hUtorique iur V4eote de droit de Jfon^Uier, 
1877, p. 10. M. Germain citei the foUowing fact in corroboration: 
** In 1268, the King of Aragon, James I, conceived the notion of 
appointing a professor of civil law, in his capacity as seignenr of 
MontpelHer, and without the concurrence of the Bishop of Magne- 
lonne. The latter protested, and the pope, Clement IV, gave Judg- 
ment in his favor, by citing a canon of Eugenius IV, who had 
invested the bishops with the privilege of appointing the professors 
to their chairs." 
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At Paris — and the osages established at PariSy 
except in tiie case of certain peculiarities which I 
shall point oat in the other uniyersities, became daring 
the coarse of the fourteenth century the general rule 
— three degrees were distinguished, the bachelorship, 
the licentiateship, the mastership or doctorship.^ To 
be exact, the mastership did not constitute a special 
degree, — the mastership was merely a title, the con- 
sequence of the license and its formal consecration. 
''The assumption of the title of master by the licen- 
tiate," says Laurie justly, '' was a merely ceremonial 
introduction into the magistral body.'' 

Let us begin by examining the first of these three 
academic degrees, the baccalaureate, to discover its 
origin : neither the word nor the thing is as clear as 
it might be. 

Littrtf sets forth as follows the yarious significations 
of the word bachelor: ''Li its primitive sense, the 
baccalarius was a countryman who managed a certain 
number of 'manses,' that is, of estates. The name 
was also given to a young warrior who was not yet 
a knight. Then there were bachelors of the Church 
who were ecclesiastics of an inferior degree. Li the 
trade cprporations there were bachelors called Juniores 
who managed the minor afiEairs of the corporation. 
Finally, and from the same current of thought, sprang 
the bachelors of the Faculties." ' 

1 " The grades, steps, or degrees were nomlnaUy four, actually 
three, viz., bachelor, licentiate or master, finally doctor." (Laurie, 
op, ciL, p. 228.) It would be more exact to say : bachelor, licentiate, 
finally master or doctor. 

s lAttii, Dictionnaire de la langtte/irangaiH, on the word JffodU- 
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''Baohelor/' theS| was a vexy general tenn, whose 
different uses were justified by the fact that it was 
always applied to an inferior, a beginner, an apprentice. 
It was thus that the word, in growing still more com- 
mon, became the synonym for a young man who was 
serving his apprenticeship in life.^ So, too, a <'bach- 
elette" was ajoung girl. 

Introduced into scholastic language, the word 
^ bachelor '^ was at first employed only to designate 
the youngest students, those aspiring to the licentiate. 
Even when a real examination, the d^ermuiance, had 
been instituted as the preliminary test imposed on 
students of the Faculty of Arts, it did not at once 
become customary to give this examination the name 
of bcuuxUaureate,^ and not until the fifteenth century 
do we find the word '< bachelor" plainly used to desig- 
nate a student who had successfully undergone the 
trial of the diterminance. 

The diUrminance was, then, the first form of the 
bachelorship of arts. It was regularly established at 
Paris from 1275. In what did it consist? Deter^ 
minare, in the barbarous Latin of the Middle Ages, 
was to posit a thesis, to argue a question,' to explain 
a logical term or proposition, and to reply to objeo- 

^'FinaUy, aU celibates came to be called bachelors, ..." qui 
mm hahent uxorem" In EngUah the word still retains this sig- 
nification. 

> " The determinants or bachelors were not granted regular 
diplomas. The Nation merely sent them certificates of their degree ' ' 
(Thoroty op. dU, p. 48). 

* The complete expression was determinare qusutianem, Crerier 
defines the ** determinance " as a public act in which the candidates 
for bachelorship explained in a oonsecative discourse some question 
of logic (GrsTier, t. i, p. 399). 
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tions. There was as yet no questioti of written exev- 
cisesy of essays, to be composed on a given subject. 
The teaching of the Middle Ages was altogether oral ; 
the great scholastic exercise was debate, discnssion« 
And notwithstanding the modifications it underwent 
during the course of centuries, the d&ervfiinattce, 
or test for the bachelorship, remained, after the pat- 
tern of the studies which it assumed, an argumen- 
tation, a di9ptUcUio more formal than the others. It 
took place under the superintendence of one or more 
professors and in presence of the other students. It 
was, moreover, an internal examination, so to speak, 
and the title to which it gave a right did not need to 
be sanctioned by the chancellor. 

Certain conditions were imposed upon the candi- 
dates who desired to sustain the ditemiinance : they 
must be at least fourteen years of age ; have pursued 
a course of logic during two years, etc. We shall see, 
moreover, over what books this course of logic ranged.^ 
M. Thurot maintains that this semi-domestic test of 
the diterminance was ^'of easy access." I do not 
absolutely deny this. It is, nevertheless, certain that 
a youth of fourteen or fifteen needed a good deal of 
strength of mind to undertake a public argumentation, 
prolonged through several days, before an audience 
which was sometimes imposing, the professors of the 
Superior Faculties and ecclesiastical dignitaries being 
invited to be present at it. " The determinant," says 
Thurot, "was obliged to argue every day during Lent, 
or, when for the Lenten discussions were substituted 

^ 3«e Part III» ohnp. i* 



SYSTEM OF GRADUATION 161 

those af Christmas, during an entire month." ^ The 
diterminarhCBy properly so called, was followed, more- 
over, by a real examination ; that is, by interrogatories 
bearing on logic again, and on grammar, and which 
was conducted by examiners who had been grad* 
uated at least three years, and were elected by the 
Nations. The minor imiversity title, the bachelor- 
ship, was not, after all, such an easy thing to win; 
and I should be disposed to agree on this point with 
Mr. Laurie: "If we keep in mind," he says, "the 
youth of the candidates, the want of books, and the 
method of teaching, we shall be satisfied that even 
this minor degree marked the conclusion of a period 
of hard and sustained work. There was no food for 
the mind, but there was a great deal of serere disci- 
pline of the memory and intellect" * 

Originally established in the Faculty of Arts, the 
baccalaureate was afterwards extended to the other 
Faculties under special forms and conditions. Thus, 
the baccalaureate in theology implied three series of 
examinations. To enter the first, it was needful to 
be twenty-five years old, to have studied for ten years, 
and to be neither a bastard nor deformed. The candi- 
dates were examined on the principles of theology, 
and restricted, besides, to lectures on the Bible and to 

1 The detailfl of the rejpatations of the test of the cUterminance 
were frequently modified. Toward the dose of the thirteenth cen- 
tury, it was preceded by a private examination intended to serve as 
a first selection and elimination from the formal trial of candidates 
esteemed incapable. The time of the public dispute, which at first 
took place during Lent, was in the fifteenth century fixed between 
St. Martin's Feast, Nov. 11, and Christmas. 

> lAurie, op, cit^ p. 274. 
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argamentations. They were called bMid ardinarii et 
eursores. The conditions for the second part of the 
baccalaureate were that one must hare stadied nine 
yearS) have given two courses on the Bible^ and two 
conferences^ or a sermon and a conference, in order to 
make proofs of a talent for preaching, and, finally, to 
sustain an argumentation called tentative; after which 
the candidate was authorized to read Peter Lombard's 
Book of the Sentences; finally, the bachelors of this 
second category, who were called the SententiarUy when 
they had finished their course on the SentenceSy be- 
came haccalarii formati, which was the last step to be 
taken before presenting themselves for the license.^ 

The Faculties of Civil and of Canon Law, and the 
Faculties of Medicine had their bachelors also. At 
Bologna the << bachelor," of whom no mention is made 
until the end of the thirteenth century, was a law 
student who had followed the lectures of professors 
during several years, and who had been authorized to 
direct the extraordinary courses which were called repe- 
titions. For bachelor of medicine, five years of pre- 
liminary studies were required at Paris. The exami- 
nation was not public. For canon law, again at Paris, 
preliminary evidence of attainments in grammar and 
in logic was required ; but it was not necessary, as one 
might be tempted to suppose, to produce a diploma as 
bachelor of arts, which sufficiently proves that the vari- 
ous baccalaureates were internal examinations peculiar 
to each order of Faculties, and giving no rights in the 
others. Originally it was necessary to prove in addi- 
tion that one had studied civil law for three years 

2 See Part m, chap. ii. 
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in another uniyersity (civil law not being taught at 
Paris). This condition, suppressed hj Innocent VI, 
was replaced by the requirement that canon law should 
have been studied during forf^-eight months within 
a period of six years. These proofs having been 
supplied, the candidate had to submit to an examina- 
tion ; and afterwards to accomplish two public acts 
called propoaUum and harengcu The propositum was 
a decision grounded on one or two juridical questions ; 
the Jiarenga was a discourse, an '^ harangue," in honor 
of canon law. The Faculties of Civil Law exacted 
similar proofs and conditions. 

It results from the foregoing remarks, that in all 
the faculties there was a baccalaureate,^ or first term 
of studies, sanctioned by appropriate examinations. 
This baccalaureate was really a degree, notwithstand- 
ing Thurot, who declares that it was simply '<a state, 

1 1 shall not nm the riBk of taking tides between the different 
explanations proposed for the etymology of the word "haccalan- 
reate." Vallet de Viriyille claims that It is derived from baeulum 
{bdton) by an analogy drawn from the contests in which young 
soldiers were exercised. Littr^ also admits that its origin must be 
sought in the word baeulum, but he traces the filiation differently. 
" It is not an altogether unlikely conjecture," says he, " to suppose 
that the word bdton, piece of wood, became a bachelerie, a sort of 
rural domain." We have already seen that to littr^ the primitiTe 
signification of "bachelor" was the manager of a rural domain. 
Laurie suggests another explanation which to us appears wholly 
fantastic. "The original of the word seems to have l^n bacca^ 
lariui, and this is said to be derived from the low Latin 6acca (for 
vacea), a cow. Accordingly it originaUy meant a cowboy or herd 
serring a farmer." In any case, it is quite certain that we must 
reject as devised too late and devoid of serious foundation^ that 
etymology by which the word baccalariua, become baeetUaurnu, 
was supposed to have connection with the laurel b«ny. 



164 ABSLASD 

the apprenticesliip of the mastezship '^ ; a grade^ how- 
eret, which might be said to make one with the 
immediately superior degreoi the license, a degree 
conferred by the faeolties without the intervention 
of the chancellor. To-day, in France at least, in the 
Faculties of Letters and Sciences, the bachelors usu- 
ally consider the gaining of the diploma of the bac- 
calaureate as a definitive act which concludes their 
studies. The bachelor of the Middle Ages, on the 
contrary, was only an apprentice who aspired to the 
license and the mastership. It was said of the bach- 
elor of arts that indpiebcU in art^ms. The bachelors 
took part in the instruction given in their respec- 
tive faculties; they pursued courses then called 
extraordinary^ now complementary, and which were 
added to the regular, or ordinary, courses taught 
by licentiates and doctors. The bachelors, then, did 
professional work; they already practised, under the 
direction of masters, the instruction they intended to 
give. " The bachelorship,'' says Laurie, '^ had a pro- 
spective rather than a retrospective significance ; that 
is to say, it did not so much mark a course finished as 
^ inception in arts,' with a view to a mastership.'' ^ 

1 At Oxford and at Cambridge matters were regulated in mnoh 
the same way, with possibly stiU greater precision. Four years' 
study was required before the ditenninance. Moreover, there were 
special and' sufficiently odd titles giyea to express the diiEerent 
degrees of the scholastic term; fbr example, the student who could 
present himself as a public disputant was called BophUter generaXU. 
The candidate for the baccalaureate who was caUed the quutionist^ 
before deUrminare qutuUxmem, must r«fpon<lere ad qymtitifioniem 
See Mulliiiger for all these details, op, eit^ p. S5i. 
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in 

I^ as we hAYe seen, the lieentiate was the first aoa* 
demic degree established in the order of time^ it re- 
mained, even when the custom of |Hreceding it by the 
baccalaureate had been confirmed, the degree par ex- 
cellence, the most serious, the most important exam* 
ination, and, in certain Faculties, the only serious and 
important one ; the mastership and the doctorate were 
but its natural consequence and consecration.^ 

The masters of arts at Paris seem to have taken part 
for the first time, in 1213, in the conferring of the li- 
centiate's degree. Six of them, three chosen by their 
colleagues and three by the chancellor, presented the 
candidates to the latter^ attesting by an oath taken 
with their hands on the Qospels, that the aspirants 
merited the degree. Evidently they could not make 
this declaration until they had ascertained the capac- 
ity of the candidates by a preliminary examination. 
The manner of this examination was often modified, 
and I cannot hope to describe its successive and vary- 
ing f orxos. As in the case of the baccalaureate, there 
were antecedent conditions,-^ to be twenty-one years 
of age, unmarried, to have passed the ddterminance, 
either at Paris or some university whidi possessed 
a determinate number of regents, etc. There was 
some wisdom in these precautions taken by the 
Middle Ages in order to prove that the aspirants 

i"The mactership/' nys Tbiirot, "wu to the lioontUttihip 
what the wedding party is to the nuptial henedlctUm ; a oesemoay 
celebrated in honor, uid on oceasion of, the Sacramant that haa 
]u0t been reoeiyed." 
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for degrees had pursued a regular eourse of studies j 
but the rules too often remained a dead letter. The 
examination itself took place in the presence of the 
chancellor^ assisted by various examiners chosen by 
him.^ It was not public, but what was then called 
an examination in cameria. Neyertheless, at certain 
periods, the candidate was obliged to give a public 
lecture. The examination was on grammar, logic, 
Aristotle's physics and morals, and also, as it appears, 
on the elements of mathematics and astronomy.* It 
must not be forgotten, either, that the bachelors, as 
real apprentices, must at once practise teaching and 
give lessons to those of their younger comrades who 
were aspiring to the baccalaureate. 

In his opuscule entitled De Conactentid, Robert de 
Sorbon' has given the most precise details concerning 
the examinations undergone by the candidates for the 
licentiate. The candidate, already a bachelor, sought 
the chancellor, and received fi^om him a book upon 
which he was to be interrogated ; he carried it away 
with him, read it over, and then <^ noted and studied 
the questions wherein difficulties might be encoun- 
tered.^' Thus prepared, he returned to ask for a day 
on which he might be examined. He then made his 
appearance before a jury composed of the chancellor 
and several doctors, who made him debate the sub- 

^ There were differences, moreoyer, between the ezaminations 
held before the ChanceUor of Notre Dame and those that passed In 
presence of the Chancellor of Ste. Geneyl^ye. See Thorot, p. 63. 

3 The roles enacted at the time of the reforms of 1906 and of 14fi2 
added metaphysics also. 

* On Bobert de Sorbon, see Part m, chap. ii. 
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ject; they admitted him if he suooeeded; if not, they 
put him back for a year. 

The licentiate was conferred in nearly the same way 
in the other Faculties. But the licentiates were less 
numerous ; in the Faculty of Theology, for instance, 
the conferring of the licentiate's degree took place 
every two years, in the year called the JubUi, It was 
the same in the Faculties of Decrees and of Medicine. 

After the chancellor had conferred the licentiate- 
ship in arts, adding to it the apostolic benediction, 
the new licentiate had to be accepted by the masters 
in arts, in a sort of ceremony which properly consti- 
tuted the act of conferring the mastership. He pre- 
sented himself in the first place before the rector, 
promising to respect the statutes of the uniyersity, 
taking, in a word, an oath of university loyalty. 
Then, on a filed day, he went in great pomp to the 
schools of his nation, in the rue du Fouarre, and 
tiiere received the master's cap, the doctor's cap, 
from the master under whose direction he had pre- 
pared and undergone his examination for the licen- 
tiate. ^ 

The mastership in arts was, in fact, equivalent to 
the doctorate. It was the highest title in this order* 
of studies. It gave those invested with it the right 
to sit in professorial chairs. The appellation of doctor 
in arts was, it seems, never customary in Paris. 

The title of master and that of doctor were never, 
for that matter, clearly distinguished throughout the 
Middle Ages, even in the superior Faculties. In the 
University of Paris as in that of Bologna, for the 
theologians, the jurists, and the physicians, there was 
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a series of public ezaminationsi or, at least, a series of 
ceremonies conducted with tiie most extreme f ormality, 
which followed the licentiate and terminated the stu- 
dent life in order to give access to the professorial 
career. This ensemble of acts was sometimes called 
the mastership and sometimes the doctorate.^ 

At Paris, mastership in the superior Faculties ad- 
mitted of eyen more formality, and especially more 
solemnity, than mastership in aijbs; it pre-supposed 
three successiye acts, called by different names ac- 
cording to the Faculties,' in which argumentations and 
discourses alternated with ceremonies and rites hay- 
ing an almost religious character. It does not appear 
that mastership, at Paris, gaye occasion for awarding 
a special diploma. At Bologna it was otherwise ; and 
Sayigny a£Eirms that diplomas were giyen there for 
the licentiate as well as for the doctorate. At Prague, 
the title of master was employed for the Faculties of 
Arts and of Theology ; the title of doctor for law and 
medicine. At Bologna, in the fourteenth century the 
law students undwwent two sorts of examinations 
which, moreoyer, succeeded each other yery closely,* 
a priyate examination which resulted in the licentiate ; 
and a public one which resulted in the doctorate. In 

1 The title of doctor waa especlaUy enitomary in the Faculties of 
Law. At Bologna the prof eaaon of law regarded it as their ezelo- 
siye property. 

s These acts for the mastership in theology were caUed vttperie$, 
uuliquMt and retompte; for the mastership in medidne, vup^riei, 
prine^um, and ptutUlaire. 

* Savigny cites the example of a licentiate of Bologna who did 
not pass his examination for the doctorate ontU ten yean af tei 
taking his license : it was a rare exception. 
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the first of thesey two texts (or themes) of Boman law 
and two of Canon law were assigned to the candidate. 
The jury was composed of three doctors who -ques- 
tioned the candidate or argued against him. They 
were, said the regulations, to treat the candidate 
paternally, under penalty of a year's suspension. The 
second test, which was more solemn, was called the 
converUvs; it most frequently took place in the cathe- 
dral, but sometimes within the school. There, the 
licentiate, a candidate for the doctorship, delivered a 
discourse and maintained a thesis in law. None but 
students argued against him. Then the archdeacon 
of Bologna or a doctor delegated by him, proclaimed 
the new doctor. He was given the insignia of his 
dignity, the book, the ring, and the doctor's cap, and 
was made to seat himself in 9* chair.^ There were, 
besides, three categories of doctors: in Boman law, 
in Canon Law, or both Boman law and Canon law 
at the same time. 

Things were conducted in much the same way at 
Montpellier. In the fourteenth century one became 
a doctor of law there in this wise: ''The licentiate," 
says M. Germain, ''according to the statutes of 1339, 
then led necessarily to the doctorate, and in some 
fashion made one thing with it; for it involved, in 
an express manner, the authorization to perform all 
the doctorial acts, licentia omnes actus doctaraies agendi. 
The licentiate was the really serious degree. All be* 

1 Savigny, op. eit, chap. xzL At Bologna, as at Paris, the ttodents 
wera obliged to give evideiiee of a certain number of yean passed 
in study. Ten years were necessary to become a canonist, and eight 
to become a clvlliaiu 
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yond it W9s purely ceremonial. The prior of the 
doctors (the eldest^ or the elected chief) conyoked 
the entire university in the church of St. Firmin to 
confer the licentiate. The candidate^ inquiries haying 
been made concerning his morals^ his birth^ and his 
capacity^ drew by lot^ at daybreak, in a book of ciyil 
or of canon law, the subject of his theses^ and that 
very day between Nones and Vespers, after but a few 
hours of preparation, he went to defend them in the 
bishop's hall, in the house or palace ordinarily inhal> 
ited at Montpellier by the Bishop of Maguelonne. 
The aotUenance was an imposing affair. All the doc- 
tors of the faculty must be present and take an active 
part in it, in presence of the bishop or his delegate. 
When it was over they handed in their notes and pro- 
nounced a judgment in accordance with which the 
candidate was either admitted or adjourned. If he 
was adjourned for incapacity he was informed of it 
secretly in such a way as to spare him all confusion. 
If, on the cortrary, he passed, he was publicly pro- 
claimed doctor, and by virtue of this decision, he 
might take the doctor's cap when and where he chose, 
either at Montpellier or at any other university. If 
he immediately decided for Montpellier, the ceremony 
of his reception was at once proceeded with. The 
bell of the university summoned masters and students 
into the church of Notre Dame dee Tables for that 
purpose. The recipient went thither escorted by his 
friends ; and there, in the midst of a throng anxious 
to do him honor, he commented on the text of a law or 
a decree; after which the president again interrogated 
the doctors on his capacity, and admitted him to take 
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the oath. The oath taken^ he granted him the right 
to ready to teach^ to instruct^ in a word^ to fulfil all 
the doctorial functions at Montpellier or elaewherei 
conformably to the constitution of Pope Nicholas lY. 
Then the doctor whom the recipient had chosen as 
sponsor conferred on him the insignia of the doctor- 
ate, gave him investiture by the chair, the book, the 
cap, the kiss or the accolade, and the benediction.^ 

Complexity, as one sees, was not lacking in the 
form of the examinations of the Middle Ages. Never 
was beheld such a profusion of formalities, pompous 
ceremonials, solemn engagements and oaths, private 
and public argumentations, discourses and harangues. 
Never, moreover, did it cost more to obtain degrees, 
especially the higher degrees. To arrive at the doc- 
torate, particularly, one needed to be actually rich, 
rich in money still more than in knowledge. At Sala- 
manca, to intrigue for the honors of the doctorate^ 
one of the formalities required from the candidate 
was to defray the expenses of a brilliant corrida de 
toros. Elsewhere, and almost everywhere, it was a 
question of paying for sumptuous banquets. At Bo- 
logna, the doctor-candidate had to furnish clothing 
for a large number of persons. Savigny relates that, 
in 1299, when the promotion was refused to Viane- 
sius, whose fault was that of not being related 
to the doctors whose duty it was to receive him, 
he had already spent five hundred livres in buy- 
ing scarlet cloth for pelisses. In 1311, Pope Clem- 
ent y decreed that the candidate should swear not 

1 Oermftln, £tude hiitorique 9ur VicoU 46 Droit d« Montpellier^ 
1077, p. 2e» 
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to expend more than five kondred liyies for his pro- 
motion.^ 

The baccalaureate and the licentiate were evidently 
not 80 costly as the doctorate^ that CKtw triumphalia 
of graduation. But for these degrees also there was 
considerable expense for display. It has been said 
that in France everything ends in song ; in thd uni- 
versities of the Middle Ages everything began and 
ended with banquets. A banquet before and after 
tiie diterminance; a banquet after the license; a ban- 
quet after each act of the mastership; banquets always 
and everywhere. And these banquets sometimes as- 
sembled the whole Faculty, all the masters in arts, all 
the licentiates. Bamus complained, in the sixteenth 
centuxy, that of the nine hundred livres which medical 
studies cost, three hundred were devoted to banquets. 

But, aside from the extraordinary expenses entailed 
by feasts and rejoicings, there was also a fixed tariff 
for the examinations. The Nations were paid, the 
Faculties, the beadles, the examiners, even the Chan- 
cellor himself was paid. Sometimes wine and spices 
were distributed to the examiners. There were plenty 
of regulations declaring that the licentiate's degree 
must be conferred gratuitously ; it was forbidden, for 
example, to receive anything from the candidate but 
four sous for the grass or straw strewn over the floors 
of the examination halls by the beadles, — straw in 
winter, grass in summer. But these prohibitions 
were constantly violated. In 1424, in the Nation of 

1 ** To arriye at the title of master," says Thnrot, ** a man ex- 
pended hii patrimony and ezbansted the pniee of his friends; he 
often remained in debt and needy for the rest of his life." 
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England, at Paris, it was customary to give balf a 
franc for the d&erminance; for the baccalaureate, when 
one repaired to the schools of the rue de Eonarre, 
four sous ; for the examination itself, two sous ; for 
the license, one franc, etc. The Faculties of decrees 
and of medicine in the Paris Uniyersity seem to 
have been those in which the expenses of examination 
were greatest; the student in canon law gave four 
sous to each doctor-regent on the day of the harangue ; 
the licentiate offered repasts to the doctors, and paid 
for their wine while the examination lasted. So, too, 
the medical student, at the time he receired the 
mastership, paid ten gold crowns to the president, and 
gave caps and gowns to all the master-regents. 

But it was not alone these fiscal abuses, these exor- 
bitant expenses which vitiated the system of examinsr 
tions in the universities of the Middle Ages. What 
is to be said of the absence of publicity which was 
the common trait of most of the trials, except those 
which sinned in the other direction by excessive dis- 
play and external pomp? The examiners showed 
extreme indulgence. They were sometimes obliged 
to reverse their decisions.^ Not a single case of a 
candidate who failed is found on the register of the 
Paris Medical Faculty from 1395 to 1600. The exam- 
inations were often mere formalities. Even this might 
be excused if attendance at the courses had been rig- 
orously required. But dispensations were frequently 
granted; and to pay for it was sometimes all that 
was necessary to obtain the certificate of attendance 

1 It must not be forgotten that the degrees were one of the prin- 
dpal Bonrcee of revenne to the professors. 
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during the 8ohola3tic term. Abuses were increased 
by the multiplication of universities; thej became 
each other's rivals and sold diplomas at a discount. 
<< Composed of a small number of masters and stu- 
dents," says Thuroty 'Hhe provincial universities were 
lax in their examinations and even sold their de- 
grees. Students bought their bachelor's degree there 
and went at once to Paris to obtain their license." 
But even at Paris trickery and corruption insinuated 
themselves even into the solemn decisions pronounced 
when degrees were conferred. The examiners will- 
ingly displayed a certain partiality toward the nobles 
and the great. 

To sum up, in all that concerns the conferring of 
degrees, the universities of the Middle Ages seem to 
have drawn up admirable regulations on paper, much 
better ones than they succeeded in enforcing. It is in 
the system of examinations that their laxity is per- 
haps most evident — it appears also in the lack of 
discipline of the students, in the lack of regularity 
on the part of the professors — in the vices insepa- 
rable from a democratic government, where the chiefs, 
usually elected, were not always sufficiently inde- 
pendent to resist solicitations and offers of money, 
and where some anarchy was mixed with a great deal 
of liberty. 
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the methods used in the mediseval uniyersities — Superstitious 
reyerenoe for texts — Abuse of the disputation — IV . Mixed char- 
acter of the Faculty of Arts ; a school at once of superior and 
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The ** pedagogies " and the colleges — Importance of the colleges 
in Paris— The lodging-houses, hostelries, and colleges in 0:xioTd 
and Cambridge — Merton College — The system of boarding- 
schools substituted for the old liberty 



Let us transport ourselves in thought to Paris^ in 
any year you please of the thirteenth or fourteenth 
century, and in any day of autumn or winter, from 
the morrow of St. Denis (October 10) to the first Sun- 
day of Lent. The bells of the cathedral of Notre 
Dame, which are heard in all the quarters where the 
students reside, on the river banks, and on the heights 
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of Ste. Genevievei almost as clearly as in the streets 
adjoining the city^ — the bells of Notre Dame have 
just announced with a great clamor that the hour has 
struck for the re-assembling of the classes in all the 
schools. 

It is very early in the morning; dawn has not yet 
broken. The customs of a rude and vigorous society 
which has no fear of overdrivingy do not permit young 
men ''to spend in slumber the time most precious for 
study." At five o'clock,* or six o'clock at latest, at 
the moment when the Carmelites of the Place Mau- 
bert ring the bell for their first mass, the Eegents of 
the Faculty of Arts resume their customary lessons. 
From every direction great numbers of students quit- 
ting the private houses, hotels, or colleges, where 
they live, turn toward the Rue du Fcmarrey^ where most 
of the schools are established. The street is closed: 
a barrier prevents the entrance of pedestrians or of 
carriages, the noise of which might disturb the scho* 
lastic exercises ; a turnkey opens the door to students 
and closes it behind them.'* ' Other students, but in 

1 It is known that the City, that is to say, the little island on 
which Notre Dame is bnilt, had been originally the centre of 
studies ; bnt gradually the schools and scholars crossed the bridges 
and established themselves on the left bank of the Seine, in what 
is still known as the Latin Quarter. 

s In some verses entitled : Of the Unhappy Condition of t?M9$ 
toko Study at Paris, Buchanan complains, about 1526, that in his 
time the bells still rang at five in the morning. 

* The Rue du Fouarre got its name from an old word (Hgnifying 
" straw," on acoonnt of the straw spread on the ground in the daai- 
rooms. 

^ In reality, the Rue du Fouarre was not dosed until li03, by 
authority of the Provost of Paris. 
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smaller nmnbeiSy present themselyes in the Clos- 
Bruneau.^ With the latter mingle youths of a more 
advanced age, and even mature men; these are. stu- 
dents of the Faculty of Decretal, which also has its 
exercises in the Clos-Bruneau. All of them are de- 
cently and modestly clad, as is enjoined by the rules. 
Their robes are long, closed in front, and floating; 
about the neck they have a short scar^ and on the 
head a sort of skull-cap, and they wear short shoes. 
It is in spite of constantly renewed regulations that 
some of them, under pretext of being noblemen, are 
carrying small-arms, daggers or poniards; and that 
others, in imitation of the dandies of the period, 
have short, close-fitting coats, caps trimmed with 
diverse ornaments, and long shoes, pointed and turned 
up at the toes. But in general the dress is simple, 
almost poor; and these students, nearly all of whom 
wear the same black uniform, resemble the young 
ecclesiastics of our modem seminaries. 

Their scholastic equipment is small; almost nothing 
beyond what is necessary for writing. They carry 
a copy-book for the purpose of taking notes during 
the professor's lecture, and also, when they are able, 
a manuscript copy of the work which is to be the sub- 
ject of the lecture, a Priscian's grammar, or a trans- 
lation of Aristotle: manuscripts which they have 
borrowed or bought, often at a high price, from the 

I Now thd Roe St. Jean de Beanvais. UntU 1202, the Clo»-Bmiieaa 
was a yineyard belonglni; to the Biahop of Paris, who ceded it in 
order that houses might be built there. As a great nmnber of stu- 
dents cotdd find no room in the Rue du Fouarre, the Faculty of 
Arts spread into the Bue Bmneau. 
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librarian, or the StcUionariu8y who, as his name im- 
plies, stations himself close to the schools so as to 
provide the scholars with paper and books. 

Let us enter at hazard a class-room in a school. 
There are plenty of them, but they are all much alike, 
and in each a master assembles the pupils who hare 
registered themselves to follow his course, for instruc- 
tion which is everywhere the same. The student has 
not, in fact, the right to go to one school on this day 
and another on that. There must not be a single 
student at Paris without his determinafte master (qui 
certum magUtrum non habeai).^ 

The class-room is in nowise luxurious, or even com* 
fortable.* The school furniture is of the simplest, 
being composed of nothing but a platform chair and 
desk for the master. The pupils sit on the ground, 
which the beadle has taken care to cover with a little 
straw, as a preventive against dampness or dust. 
That there are no seats for the students, is due in the 
first place, assuredly, to economy, because there is no 
money to buy any; but it seems that a moral notion 
also underlies the fact; ajs late as 1451 the students 
will still be enjoined to sit on the ground, and not on 
chairs or benches, in order, they will be told, that they 
may escape all temptation to pride. 

The professor mounts his platform; he is a master- 
regent of the Faculty of Arts. He is veiy young, for 

^ Chartvlarium Univ. Faris», t. i, p. 79. 

* In the thirteenth century, each master hired a class-room on 
his own account. Later on, toward the close of the same centnrj, 
the Nations bought the schools of the Sue du Fauarre and aUotted 
them among the masters. 
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he is just beginning; he was not promoted to the mas- 
tership until a few months ago, and he was then only 
twenty-one years old. He wears a black gown with 
a furred cowl, oonformably to the statutes of 1215, 
wherein Bobert de Gour^n had prescribed that ''no 
master, reading in arts, shall wear anything but a 
chape, or cope, round and black, and reaching to the 
heels, at least when he is a new beginner.'' ^ 

The lessons commence as soon as the prayers of 
thanksgiving have been recited. The professor has a 
text-book, or, perhaps, several text-books, before him; 
for it is still customary in the Faculty of Arts to 
explain several books during the same lesson, both in 
grammar and logic. ^ He reads slowly, and in a low 
voice, voce aubmissa, each sentence of the text; then 
he comments on it and paraphrases it while the silent 
and attentive students diligently transfer the words of 
their master to their copy-books.* In the school we 
have entered, the master has written down beforehand 
all he has to say; in the neighboring school, they say, 
the professor extemporizes ; but the majority of the 
masters find it more convenient to dictate their courses 
from a manuscript, and the students themselves prefer 
this method of instruction. There are even schools, 
or so it is alleged, where the master contents himself 

^KuUus . . . Jidbeat capamnUi rotundam, nigram et talarem, 
saltern dum nova est (Chartularium Univ* Paris,, t. i, p. 73). 

> "In the thirteenth century/' says Thnrot, "seyeral different 
books were explained daring the same lesson," 

I The students, howeyer, sometimes departed from their habitual 
calmness. When the Faculty, in 1365, wished to prohibit dictated 
courses, there was almost a riot in the Rue du Fouane : the students 
hooted, hissed, stamped, and threw stones. 
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with handing over his manuscript to a student^ who 
reads it in his place.^ 

Beginning at about six in the mornings the ordinary 
lessons are protracted with no haste on the part of the 
master. In fact, it is not until nine o'clock that some- 
what different exercises, the extracrdinary courses, 
must begin. 

The extraordinary courses are still giren in the Rue 
du Fauarre, but other courses of the same kind are 
taught almost anywhere, at the option of the profes- 
sors.' They may give extraordinary lessons even in 
their chambers. These are the same students whom we 
shall presently meet again at the extraordinary course, 
but neither the same master, nor the same books of in- 
struction will be there. The professor is still more 
youthful than he who gave the ordinary lesson in the 
morning. Although the masters of arts also give 
extraordinary courses, it is a simple bachelor who is 
now about to teach. He is barely seventeen or eigh- 
teen years old; and he might be younger still, since 
they go up for the baccalaureate at fourteen or fifteen. 
Nor is the costume the same; both masters and bach- 
elors, when they teach extraordinaryf may wear gowns 

1 In 13S6, and again in 1366, the practice of dictating lessons was 
forbidden. The lectures were to be delivered in ''a continuous 
discourse." But these rules were not observed, although each new 
master was obliged to swear that he would conform to them. The 
indolence of professors, and of students likewise, carried the day, 
and the use of dictation prevailed. 

^ In 13S5, nevertheless, the Faculty forbade extraordinary courses 
to be given anywhere except in the schools of the Nations ; that is 
to fUkjp in those of the Bue du Fouaxre. 
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of any material they please. As to the books which 
form the subject of the lesson^ they are no longer the 
classic works of grammar and logic which constitute 
fundamental instruction, but Aristotle's treatises on 
ethics, which have always been authorized; and, when 
the prohibition of earlier days shall have been re- 
moved, they will be the works of the same author on 
metaphysics and physics. Again, they may be some 
elementary book on rhetoric, or a treatise relating to 
the sciences comprised in the quadrivium, — arithme- 
tic, geometry, or astronomy. 

The students whose day's work we are following are 
not merely present at a single extraordinary course,^ 
Since 1254, the Faculty of Arts has authorized two ex- 
traordinary courses on dajB when the ordinary lessons 
are given, and three on holidays, when the latter are 

1 1 italicize the word eourie beeanie the eztfaordinaiy lecture 
WM giyen ad cunum, eursarik. The meaning of these ezi»ressiona 
has been much dispnted. Some authors have thought they must be 
understood to indicate a somewhat different method of explication, 
the lectures gi^en cursorii or extretordinarU not admitting so ez- 
haustiye an interpretation as those given ordinarik. To illustrate 
this view the fact has been cited that at the Uniyersity of Prague 
the bachelors had to abide by the reading of the text in these ex- 
traordinary bourses, and had no right to comment on it. But in 
opposition to this opinion it must be observed that both Masters in 
Arts and titular professors gave extraordinary lessons, and that it 
is improbable that these masters changed their usual simple style 
when speaking at different hours and on other books. I think 
that a cursory lecture meant a course distinct from the regular 
elementary lessons; what we call nowadays, in our French Facul- 
ties, complementary courses or conferences, in contradistinction 
to the authoritative professional lectures. This opinion has been 
stKQSi^ stated and maintained by Mullinger (pp, ciU, appendix E.)« 
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omitted, but whidi are not, for all that, days of oom- 
plete repose. The student of the Middle Ages is 
accustomed to spend the greater part of the day, or 
about seven hours, in class with his masters.^ Bu- 
chanan will saji in the sixteenth centuij: ''A short 
interval is grudgingly allowed for dinner." It is not 
until evening, after the diversions at the meadow 
of St. Oervais, the "field of sports'' of the university 
of the Middle Ages, and perhaps after a halt in some 
wineshop, that the student, re-entering his chamber,* 
at last has time for his personal tasks — tasks, more- 
over, of the most restricted and mechanical sort, 
since, for want of books, they are usually limited to 
copying, recopying, and revising the notes taken at 
the courses, or learning them by heart. 

Lessons upon lessons, in one form or another, are, 
then, the habitual exercises daily offered to its pupils 
by the Faculty. Once a week, however, the usual 
monotony of instruction and of studies is interrupted 
by the hebdomadal disputation. The masters as- 
semble together every Saturday, and hold a discussion 
on some given subject in the presence of the students. 
True, it is merely a spectacle as yet, at which the 
youngest students may be present without participat- 

^ I cannot agree with the Jndgment formed by a writer of our 
day (M. Lecoy de la Marche, in his interesting work, La Chairt 
Frani;aUe au moyen dgtt Paris, 1886, p. 466), who chiims that ''the 
methods of the Middle Ages left a great deal to the initiative of the 
student . . . and permitted him to work alone." The oontrary is 
trne. 

> In the earliest times " each scholar inhabited, alone or with a 
comrade, some modest tavern chamber, with his little collectioii of 
Tolomes or rolls of parchment " (Lecoy de la Matohe, op, eii»t p. 
461). 
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ing; neyertheless, they are already learning, in these 
dialectical tonrnaments and passages at arms, to de- 
velop an enthusiasm for the art of discussion. They 
tak& sides for the respandens or for the opponens,^ 
and are thus preparing to become subtle and daring 
disputants, on the day when, promoted to the bacca- 
laureate, their turn will come to be admitted to the 
honor and the risk of disputing publicly. 



n 

The sketch I have just made, incomplete bA it may 
be, has already given a general idea of the studies in 
the Faculty of Arts at Paris; and also — Paris being 
the great model for this kind of instruction — in the 
other universities. Arts signified in the first place the 
ancient trivium and the ancient quadriviumy with a 
marked emphasis on dialectic; it also meant philoso- 
phy, which, with the works of Aristotle on psychol- 
ogy, ethics, the natural and physical sciences, and 
metaphysics, gradually made its way into the schools, 
so successfully that the Faculty of Arts became a 
Faculty of Philosophy. Let us see, now, in order to 
get a complete notion, what were the classic books of 
instruction in arts. 

The most ancient rule of studies in the TTniyersity 
of Paris dates from 1215; it was drawn up by the 
Cardinal-Legate, Robert de Cour^on." 

1 The rMpondcM defended a thesis (rupondebat de quetthtu)^ 
while the opponens attacked it. 

* Chartularium Univ, ParU^ t. i, p. 781. 
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The works whichy according to these first statates, 
must be read in the ordinary lessons, were the follow- 
ing: 1. Aristotle's treatises on logic; 2. Friscian'a 
grammar. The text of the rule says : libros ArUtotdim 
de dicUectica tarn de veteri quam de nova; et dvoa Pru- 
cianos. These words require some explanation. 
Ancient dialectic, as we learn from the later regula- 
tions of 1252 and 1255,^ comprised various portions of 
the Organon, either interpreted by Porphyry* or 
translated by Boethius;* and in addition, several 
special works by Boethius : — 1. what was called the 
liber Pcrphyrii, that is, his Introdtuiiion to the Cate- 
gories of AristotUj translated from the Greek in the 
fourth century by the Latin writer Yictorinus and 
annotated by Boethius; 2. the Predkamenta (predUsa- 
menta), which also are the categories of Aristotle, 
doubtless in the translation made by Boethius; 3. the 
InterpretcUio or Hermeneia^ (peria/mieniaSf in the bar- 
barous text of the statute of 1255); 4. finally, the 
Divisions and Topics of Boethius (with the exception 
of the fourth book of the Topics). The new logic, 
doubtless so called because it was not known by 
Abelard and his contemporaries, was, nevertheless, 

1 Charttilarium Univ, ParU., 1 1, pp. 228, 27S. 

* Porphyry, aq Alexandrian philosopher (333-^905 A.D.)* 

s Boethius, a Latin philosopher, horn in 470 or 475, died In 694. 
He had a great influence on the studies of the Ifiddle Ages. Besides 
his other works, original and translated, which I cite in thisehapter, 
his treatise De Coruolatione was studied in the schools. 

* The Hermeneia was already as in the time of Ahelard, who 
has written "Aristotelis duos tantum, ' Prssdicamentorum ' scilicet 
et ' Peri Ermenias,' Hhros usus adhuc Latinomm cognoTlt." 
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the old dialectic of Aristotle^ Latinized by Boethins. 
It comprised the other portions of the Organon : the 
I^rior AncUyHcSf the book par excellence, since it con- 
tained the theory of the syllogism; the Posterior 
Ancdytiee, or the theory of demonstration; the Topics; 
and lastly the Elenchi, or the Arguments of the 
Sophists. 

To these works on pnre^ deductive, and formal logic, 
it is somewhat . surprising to find the programme 
adding Priscian's grammar on the same scheme of 
studies, or, to be more exacts the two Priscians. The 
first Priscian, Prisdanue major, comprised the first 
sixteen chapters of the InstUiUio grammatica of the cele- 
brated Latin grammarian ; ^ the other, Priecianua minor, 
the last two chapters of the same work. On one side 
the abstract rules of reasoning; on the other, the 
abstract rules of langui^e ; such was, naturally enough, 
the substratum of instruction at a period when men 
neglected the study of things, realities, in order to 
occupy themselves solely with logical and grammati- 
cal forms. 

I Let us see now what were the texts reserved for the 

extraordinary courses, " for the feast dayB '' (festivis 
diebtie), as the statutes of 1215 call them ; which shows 

I that extraordinary courses were originally given on 

holidays only. It must not be forgotten, however, 

[ that there were nearly one hundred annual holidays. 

Among these books, only half classic, as we may say, 
and which in any case ranked as merely secondary in 

1 PrUKsiaii (fifth oemtnry) had kept a famous sehool at Constan- 
tinople. 



* 
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the estimation of both masters and scholars, several 
again related to grammar or to logic. Among this 
number were the fourth book of Tbpia by Boethius, 
eliminated, no one knows why, from the ordinary 
lessons; and the Barbarumj a now nearly forgotten 
work by Donatus,^ the grammarian of the fourth cen- 
tury, which treated of grammatical figures.* But this 
second list of the plan of studies of 1215 includes 
also works of quite a different range, since it com- 
prises the EAie$ of Aristotle; that is to say, the 
Nicomachean Ethics. True, this was an electiye 
study; one read it si placet. The extraordinary 
courses, also, gave a good deal of attention to rhetoric, 
and to what was summed up in a single word as the 
qiMdrivialia^ or works relating to the arts of the 
qtutdrivium. 

But the works of Aristotle, in spite of the supersti* 
tious veneration with which the name of the philoso- 
pher was already honored, were far from being 
acceptable as a whole to the suspicious orthodoxy 
of the Church, then sovereign mistress of studies. 
"Let no one," said Bobert de Courqon, "read either 
the MetaphyaicB or the Natural PhUoaophy of Aristotle, 
or the abridgments (mmnue) of these works; nor " he 
added, linking Aristotle with the heretics of the 

1 Donatfu was the master of St. Jerome. The Barbarism was the 
third book of his Ar» meijor, 

3 In the statutes of 1262 and 12S5 another modem work appears, 
the Sex prineipia of GUbert de la Porrde, Bishop of Poitiers, bom 
in 1070, died in 1164. He had tanght theology at Paris. The Six 
principles were on the Categories of Aristotle. (See Haor^an, de la 
Phihsophie SchoUutique, t. i, p. 298.) 
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period^ ^'the writings of David of Dinant,^ the heretic 
Amauriy* or the Spaniard Manricius."* 

Time was necessary before the prohibited portions 
of Aristotle's works should obtain right of entrance 
into the schools of the Faculty of Arts. The Bull 
of Gregory IX, in 1231/ regulating instruction in 
arts^ again insisted on the needful exclusion of his 
books on natural philosophy, at least ''until they 
shall have been examined and expurgated." It was 
in 1255 that Aristotle's Phyncs, interdicted until 
then under pain of excommunication, was officially 
authorized at Paris, simultaneously with his meta- 
physics, the work de AnimalibWf and the treatise 
on the Soul: in a word, all of the greater and lesser 
works of the Greek philosopher, which thenceforward 
entered, in their totality and triumphantly, into the 
tiniyersity schools, to exercise there for several cen- 
turies an intellectual domination whose equal it 
would be impossible to find in the history of human 
thought. Certain other universities had preceded 

1 David of Dfnant had tanght at Paris in the twelfth centory ; 
he maintained the pantheiatic ^position that "every creature is 
God." 

s Amanri of Bena had been a professor at Paris in the twelfth 
century ; he was considered one of the promoters of the sect of the 
Albigenses. Persecuted and condemned during his life, he was so 
even after his death in 1201. ** Corpus magistri Amaurici extras 
hatur a cemeterio et prqjiciatur in terram non benedietam," said the 
decrees of the Provincial CouncU of Paris in 1210. 

* Manricius is unknown, and M. Renan has claimed (Averroii et 
VAverroUme) that Ayerroes should he read here instead of MaurU 
eius. But it is plain from a passage of Alhertus Magnus, cited by 
P%re Denifle {Chartularium, etc., t. i, p. 80), that Mauridus was a 
philosopher quite distinct from Averroes. 

^ CharUilarivm, etc., t. i, p. 138. 
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in this wholesale adoption of Aristotle. Thus, 
in 1229, the professors of Tonlonse, in a letter ad- 
dressed to the other oniTeisitieSi boasted among 
other advantages possessed by their nniversily, that 
students might there study ''the Ubri naiwraleB pro- 
hibited at Paris/' and thus penetrate to their depths, 
even to their marrow, the secrets of nature (naturm 
Binum meduUitus penerutari).^ 

It must not be forgotten, however, as I have 
already remarked^ that everything in the works of 
Aristotle which displayed the spirit of observation 
and the experimental researches of Plato's great rival, 
— all that was called at Toulouse the physica retdU, 
— was relegated to the second plaoe, and ahnost 
ranked among what we call nowadays optional studies. 
The statutes of 1255 determine the number of weeks, 
especially in the latter half of the year, that may be 
devoted to these lectures, which had not as yet the 
honor of a regular and continuous course, and which 
could only be treated superficially. Logic manifestly 
held the first place. To reason well had become the 
whole duty of the studious man. There was no 
thought of knowing the history of humanity, still 
less of observing the phenomena of nature. If rheto- 
ric was occasionally taken up, it was in order to 
draw from it certain rules of pure form, not to seek 
insight into the beauties of literature. The master- 
pieces of classic antiquity were unknown. Dialectic 
had invaded all things; the syllogism was of uni- 
versal application. "Logic," sayB Thurot, ''was 
regarded as the art of arts, the science of sciences." 

^ Chartuiarivmf ote., 1. 1, p. 18L 
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The BuocMsiye ref onas in the Uniyeraity of Paris 

made yeiy Uttle modification in the plan of studies 

that I haye outlined. The reform of Cardinale St. 

Marc and Montaigo, in 1366, merely replaced Pris- 

cian's grammar by Alexandre de la Villedieu's ^ famous 

book, the Doctrinahptierorum, written in leonine yerse, 

which remained the granunatioal text-book until it 

was in turn dethroned by the grammar of Bespaut^re 

in the sixteenth century. The reform of Cardinal 

d'Estouteyille, in 1452, on the eye of the Benaissance, 

left things pretty much as they were. ^^ Aristotle/' 

says Greyier,' ''was still in possession of all his glory." 

And he adds, ''As yet there was no question of 

rhetoric." 

I haye spoken of the Faculty of Arts at Paris only; 
but the programmes were the same eyerywhere. I 
haye before me, for example, the statutes of the Faculty 
of Toulouse in 1309,' in which are found the same 
books, but with the difference that Aristotle's Ethics 
and Pkysics occupy a more important place. Thus, 
the ten books of Nicomachean Ethics had to be read 
in two years, and read from one end to the other 
(kgantur oompleti). Another distribution of subjects 
is made, and a different order proposed for the succes- 
sion of lectures ; but it is always, as one may say, the 
same game of cards, though played in another style. 
Aristotle reigns as soyereign master at Oxford, and 

1 Cr«yier, t. ii, p. 400. Akzandre de la ViUedlen, boni In Nor- 
mandy, composed his Dactrinale in 1209. 

* CreTier, t. iv, p. 190. The |;TeateSt novelty of the reform of 
1452, with reference to the studies in the Faculty of Arts, was the 
introduction of the study of Latin versification. 

* ^ Fopmier, t. i, p. 468, 
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Cambridge also. But it seems that be is less directly 
approaohedi and that logic is studied chiefly in abridg- 
ments and epitomes. ^The most popular text-book 
of logic/' says Laurie, '^ was for centuries the Sumntu- 
Ub of Petrus Hispanus." ^ So likewise Mullinger : 
'^ For two centuries and a half the Summvlm logicales 
reigned supreme in the schools."* A part of this 
worky entitled Parva Logicaiia, was the standard book 
at Leipsic and Prague.* 

It remains to be shown in what manner the stan- 
dard works, of which I haye drawn up a list, were 
distributed throughout the two periods of study ; one 
of which constituted the preparation for the bacca- 
laureate, and the other for the licentiateship. The 
candidate for the determinance, at the end of the 
thirteenth and during the fourteenth century, must 
haye studied, either in ordinary or extraordinary 
courses, all of Aristotle's works on logic, Priscian's 
grammar, Boethius's Divisions and Topics, Donatus's 
Barbarismf and the Six Principles of Gilbert de la 
Porr^. Aspirants to the licentiate's degree must 
haye studied the same books, and, further, must 
haye heard Aristotle's treatises on physics, psychol- 
ogy, and ethics. They must also haye attended a 
hundred lectures on mathematics and astronomy. 
The statutes of the Uniyersity of Vienna, in 1389, 
required the study of five books of Euclid,^ and 

^ PetroB Hicpuins was none other tban Pope John XXI, who 
occnpied the pontifical throne from 1276 to 1277. 

* MttUlnger, op. eit., p. ITS. 

* The Parva Logicalia (the leyenth treatise of the SummuUi^ 
were also stndied at Paris. See Tharot, p. 47. 

* There was a translation of Euclid dne to Boothlns. 
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also of the book on the sphere, doubtless the Sphera 
mundi of the English computer, John of Holywood, 
better known under the Latinized name of Sacrobosco, 
and whose works remained classic down to the six- 
teenth century. Another work mentioned in the 
programme of the University of Vienna was the 
Theory of the Planets, a treatise by the Italian 
mathematician, Gampano of Novara.^ In 1427, the 
same work was taught at Paris. Little by little the 
Middle Ages threw off the yoke of pure scholasticism, 
and acquired a taste for the sciences; at the same 
time, toward the close of the fourteenth century, and 
more especially in the fifteenth, literary studies, such 
as rhetoric and poetry, dependencies of grammar, 
began to be cultivated with ardor, in spite of the 
resistance offered by the old scholasticism, whose 
motto was : '' Qood grammarian, bad logician.'^ 

Ill 

We know now what were the texts and the authors 
upon which the attention of those who were called 
anrtista was concentrated during three or four cen- 
turies, and which suf^ced for the intellectual eduoar 
tionof a long series of generations, — the arts then 
constituting the general instruction received by all 
students, even those who were later on to pursue 
special courses in the Faculties of Theology, Law, or 

1 Music, th6 fofortb art of the quadriviufn, waa not altogether 
neglected ; it was studied at Vienna, and notably at Salamanca. 
At Paris it was but little cultivated; it appears oocasionaUy in 
oonnectlon with the chants of the Church. 
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Medicine. We have yet to examine the methods fol- 
lowed in the explanation of these authors. 

Thoroty and Mullinger after Thorot, have described 
yery exactly the two essential processes of the pro* 
fessors of the Middle Ages. The first consisted in 
examining the text {expoHtio) ; the second^ in discuss- 
ing it (qucBsticnes). ''The method pursued^" says 
Mullinger, ''appears to hare been of two kinds, of 
which Aquinas's Commentary on Aristotle and the 
QucBittones of Buridanus on the Bikki may be taken 
as fair specimens.'' ^ 

The first step was a work of subtle analysis, 
wherein the commentator twisted in every way pos- 
sible the text to be examined, and, indeed, dissected 
it. "The lecturer," says Thurot, translated by Mul- 
linger, "commenced by discussing a few general 
questions, haying reference to the treatise which he 
was called upon to explain, and, in the customary 
Aristotelian fashion, treated of its material, formal, 
final, and efficient causes. He pointed out the princi- 
pal diyisions ; took the first division and subdivided 
it; divided again the subdivision, and repeated the 
process until he had subdivided to the first chapter. 
He then again divided, until he had reached a sub- 
division which included only a single sentence or 
complete idea. He finally took this sentence, and 
expressed it in other terms which might serve to 
make the conception more clear. He never passed 
from one part of the work to another, from one chap- 
ter to another, or even from one sentence to another, 

1 MnUiBgw, op. o<C., p. 869. Thuot hsd asld tlM aaniA thing 
btfort MnlUiiger, snd in tlm nuae ttnu (op. eit,, p. 74» In boU). 
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with a minute a;naly8i8 of the leasoBS for which eaoh 
division, chapter, or sentence was placed after that 
by which it was immediately preceded." ^ Each day 
this painful and tedious labor was renewed, and it 
could haye no other result but to giye the auditors 
as exact a knowledge as possible of a text indefinitely 
analyzed and paraphrased. 

The other method, which was no longer a servile 
commentary on the text, and in which the spirit of 
liberty already manifested itself to a certain degree, 
consisted in applying to all doubtful questions, sus- 
ceptible of being discussed in various senses, the pro- 
ceeding that had been adopted by Abelard in the Sie 
€t Non. '^Whenever a passage presented itself that 
admitted of a twofold interpretation, the one or the 
other interpretation was thrown into the form of a 
guoMiUo, and then discussed pro and contra, the argu- 
ments on either side being drawn up in the usual for- 
mal way. . • • Finally the lecturer brought forward 
his own interpretation, and defended it against every 
objection to which it might appear liable; each 
solution being formulated in tixe ordinary syllogistic 
fashion, with major, minor, and conclusion.'^ 

The defects of such instruction are evident. Either 
one was bound by the text which he was simply 
endeavoring to comprehend, and which was appre- 
ciated only from the standpoint of order and method, 
and the logical value of propositions; or, using the 
same text, he gave himself over to a purely dialecti* 
cal argument, circumscribed strictly by the limits of 
the given subject No appeal to the imagination, still 

1 MnUingtr, p. SOO, and Thnrot, p. 78. 
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less to observatioiii ezperience, or fmitfal induction, 
was made. Nothing but a vain and empty veibiagey 
endless distinctions^ and a sterile tramping over a 
single spot. 

In studying the pedagogic methods of any period in 
which they were deyeloped, allowance must be made 
for the environment; it must be remembered that 
they were not always the effect of an a priori system 
or reasoned-out conception, but were often the neces- 
sary result of circumstances; in a word, that they 
were employed not as the best that could be thought 
of, but as the only ones possible at a given period 
in history and with the resources at one's disposal 
So in the Middle Ages it was the multitude of pupils 
to be taught, on one hand, and the scarciiy of books 
on the other, rather than a preconceived pedagogic 
theory, which was the chief reason why the methods 
then in use were adopted. Students being unable to 
possess their own text-books, as at present, how was 
it possible to make them acquainted with the classic 
author, unless by a complete reading and most de- 
tailed, laborious, monotonous, and yet necessary expla- 
nations ? So, too, the pupil, having no means, as in 
our days, with which to supplement the master's les- 
sons by private study with the aid of books treating 
of the same subjects, the lecture could not be a rapid 
exposition, which merely allowed certain brief notes 
to be taken. Finally, was it not from the same causes 
that another defect proceeded, — the abuse of memory 
by learning things by heart ? It was necessary to 
engrave literally on the mind what it was not possi- 
ble to find again in books, because one had no books. 
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It was necessary to make up for the absenoe of libra- 
ries. . . . Whaty for that matter, is a mind orna- 
mented and enriched by souTcnirs retained word for 
word, if not a miniature living library ? 

Yet there were at least two things in the pedagogic 
errors of the Middle Ages for which the excuse of 
circumstances cannot be pleaded, and in which the 
real genius, the evil genius of this period of human 
education, so inferior on many sides, is plainly marked: 
on one hand the superstitious reverence for texts, and 
on the other, the abuse of dialectic and discussion. 

That the men of the sixteenth century, crushed, 
one might say, under the avalanche of books which 
the newly invented art of printing threw down upon 
them should remain in general humanists rather than 
realists, readers rather than observers of nature, may 
readily be conceived. But that, in the Middle Ages, 
so many successive generations of laborious and stu« 
dious men should have consented for centuries to 
grow pale over a small number of texts, always the 
same, re-read and commented on to satiety, gnawing, 
as it were, the same bone forever, is a thing that can 
only be explained by supposing a special cast oi 
mind, an extraordinary intellectual passivity, a com* 
plete absence of initiative and spontaneity. Since 
there were hardly any books, it seems as if it would 
have been so simple to turn to another side and study 
things in themselves ; to open, in fine, the great book 
of nature. But no ; men preferred to keep on repeat- 
ing, mechanically and laboriously, paraphrases scru- 
tinized a hundred times already ; to close their eyes 
to the realities of the world, in order to conoentzatei 
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and at the same time to squander, on certain pages of 
marvellously bad Latin, prodigious efforts of atten- 
tion. It would not liave been so bad had they clung to 
the spirit of an author in studying him. But no ; it 
was the letter, the literal form, which they scruti- 
nized. 

^'The distinctive character of instruction in the 
Middle Ages,'' Thurot^ has justiy said, '^is that 
science was not taught directiy and in itself, but 
by the explanation of books which deriyed their 
authority solely from their writers.'' This principle 
was acted on in all the Faculties, and Boger Bacon 
thus formulates it: ''When one knows the text, one 
knows all that concerns the science which is the 
object of that text." ' They did not speak in the 
Middle Ages of ''taking a course of logic or of 
ethics," but of "reading a book on logic or ethics." 
Instead of "following a course," "hearing a book" 
was always the phrase used (legere or audire librum). 
Such methods were evidently a mere extension to 
human studies of the habits contracted in the study 
of theology. Just as there were sacred books con- 
taining all truths from the religious point of view, 
and needing only to be commented on and learned 
by heart, so, from the scientific point of view, there 
must be traditional books whose substance it was 
sufficient to extract by perpetual deductions in order 
to acquire all permitted knowledge. Although, in a 
word, the school might be said to be distinct from 

1 ThuTOt, op. cU., p. 85. 

s Scito textu, Bciuntur omnia qum pertinent ad facuitatem prop' 
ter quam textue eunt/actU R. Bacons Optie M(i0u$* 
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tlie Chnrcli, nevertheless the methods of the Church 
reigned in the school, and the professors taught just 
as the preachers exhorted. 

The other characteristic of the pedagogy of the 
Middle Ages, its mania, was the taste or rather pas- 
sion for disputation. Beally independent researches 
being forbidden, discussion, by bringing two different 
and contrary interpre|bations into opposition, gave both 
scholars and masters at least the shadow of liberty of 
thought. Neyer has there been such an abuse of 
argumentation; when the sixteenth century brought 
into the world another spirit and better methods, it 
found all the educational institutions transformed into 
fencing schools of dialectics. '^They dispute before 
dinner,'^ said Viv^s,* in 1531; "they dispute during 
dinner; they dispute after dinner; they dispute in 
private and in public, at all times and in every place/' 
And tiie same author has given a satirical description 
of these interminable disputes: "Their self-esteem,'' 
he says, "bound them to get up questions on the sim- 
plest propositions. On the mere words. Scribe mihiy 
they put questions of grammar, physics, and meta* 
physics. They gave their adversary no time to ex- 
plain himself. If he entered into any developments, 
they cried, ^To the point I to the point! reply cate- 
gorically ! ' They had no concern for truth, but sought 
merely to defend their opinions. Is a man too hard- 
pressed ? He eludes the objection by force of obsti- 
nacy; he denies insolently; he blindly strikes down 
all opposition in despite of evidence. To the most 
convincing objections, which drive him to the most 

1 y t?^ 2>t cattHs eorruptamn artium^ 1. 1, p. 8AB. 
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absurd consequences, he contents himself with reply- 
ing: 'I admit it, because it results from my thesis.' . . . 
Provided one can defend himself logically, he passes 
for an able man. The character, not less than the 
intelligence, is ruined by disputation. Men shout 
until they are hoarse; they make use of insulting 
speeches and threats. They even come to blows, 
bites, and buffetings. Discussions degenerate into 
quarrels, and quarrelling into fighting." 

Perhaps there is some exaggeration in the details of 
this picture, but the background is exact. <' What are 
the contests of our savants" said a Chancellor of 
Paris, <^if not real cock-fights ? . . . One cock struts 
up to another, and bristles his feathers. Our people 
do the same. They have not beaks and spurs like the 
cocks, but their self-conceit is armed with a redoubtar 
ble ergot" ^ The most frequent result of the discus- 
sions was not the elucidation of the questions in dis- 
pute, but the embittering and exasperation of minds. 
Insults, if not blows, were the conclusion of many a 
disputation. At Poitiers, in the eighteenth century, 
there were two professors of physics at the College of 
St. Martha, one of whom, following Descartes, taught 
the theory of the plenum, and the other that of the 
vacuum, after Newton. One day their quarrel became 
so furious that the Cartesian, driven to extremes, cried 
out: ^^The vacuum has no existence except in your 
head ! " {nan datur vacuum nisi in capite tuo). 

^ Lecoy de la Marcbe, op, cit.f p. 452. Acooiding to some anthon, 
the French verb ergoter (to cavil) is derived from the ergot (spars) 
of cocks. Bat it is more probable that the etymology of this word 
is from the conjunction ergo, with which the' disputants prefaced 
the Qoaelgslon of their argomeiits. 
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IV 

The Faciiltiefl of Arts eTidently had a mixed char- 
acter. As schools of high dialectic and philosophy^ 
they belonged to what we now call superior instruc- 
tion; but^ as schools of grammar and elementary 
acquirements in rhetoric and mathematics, they were 
the doubtful equivalent of that special order of in- 
struction which has been distinguished from all others 
under the title of secondary. It is clear that very 
young students in arts, who being not yet fourteen — 
the minimum age for the determinance — were pre- 
paring for the baccalaureate, could not be considered 
as students of superior instruction. The mixed char- 
acter of the Faculty of Arts, and the resemblance 
between its schools and modem colleges of secondary 
instruction, gradually became more accentuated in the 
later centuries of the Middle Ages, when the Faculty 
was obliged to bring together and unite not only the 
houses of study called colleges, but especially the 
boarding-houses called pedagogies,'^ both of them de- 
pendencies of the university, and in which the 
majority of the students became boarders. 

" In the fifteenth century,'^ says Thurot, "an impor- 
tant revolution was effected in the discipline of the 
Faculty of Arts. The majority of the students, even 
those whose home was in the city, lived in college dor- 

^ We distingnish between the jpeda^o^ie« and the coUegee, because 
the former were originally grammar schoole, while the colleges were 
reUgiooB boujies intended eepecially for stadents in theology ; bat 
the distinction soon Tanishes, and the word '* college '' is applied 
to erery school where yonng men were lastmcted' 
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mitories.^'^ The revolution signalized by Thnrot be- 
gan long before the fifteenth century, since the pedor 
gogies were very numerous at Paris at the close of the 
fourteenth century, while on the other hand, the col- 
lege of the Sorbonne, the first of several similar 
colleges, dates from 1267.* 

A <{uestion of discipline was certainly the chief 
determining cause of this considerable change in the 
primitive regulations of the Faculty of Arts. Given 
the extreme youth of the greater number of students 
in arts, and it is plain enough that it was dangerous 
to leave them uncontrolled in the street of Paris, 
lodging where they could in the bouses of citizens or 
in hotels. To guard them against the perils of liberty, 
put an end to their disorder, and quiet their turbu- 
lence, they were gathered together in boarding-houses 
under the authority of a pedagogue. On the other 
hand, certain colleges owed their origin to generous 
founders, who, to aid poor students, established free 
boarding-houses where they might find food and shel- 
ter. '^In the twelfth century, and for a long time 
after," says Crevier, "the colleges were not schools 
where lessons were given to those desirous of learn- 
ing. . . . Their only purpose was to serve as a resi« 
dence for young students under a master who con- 
ducted them to the public schools."' 

It now remains to be explained how the pedagogies 
and colleges, which were at first mere boarding-houses 
or asylums, became veritable schools with special mas- 

1 Thnrot, op. eitt p. 92. 

* See next chapter concerning the f onndfttion of the cpUe^e of the 
9orbonne, * Qreyier, t. i, p. 271* 
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ters, attracting, by degrees, nearly all the students of 
the Facnlty of Arts, and gradually engrossing instruo- 
tion, until, in the sixteenth century, the schools in 
the Rue du Fouarre were finally dosed, and the col- 
leges absorbed the entire Faculty of Arts.^ 

There were always grammar schools at Paris, and 
grammar then embraced the elements of literature, 
and included the study and explanation of the poets. 
These schools gradually developed until logic was 
almost the only subject left for exdusire treatment 
by the Faculty of Arts. Grammar schools were neces- 
sary, moreover, to instruct children in reading, writing, 
the elements of grammar, and ordinary rhetoric, that 
is to say, the formulas to be employed in writing a let- 
ter to a bishop or a nobleman ; and also the elements 
of calculation, or what was then called algorism. They 
soon began to teach the first principles of logic in 
these schools, according to the SufMnvlm of Petrus 
Hispanus,' and thus prepared the scholars, by the 
time they were twelve or thirteen years old, to f oUow 
the logic courses of the Faculty of Arts. In the 
earliest times the pedagogues, or heads of boarding- 
houses, led their pupils to the schools of the Bue.du 
Fouarre. After a while it was found more conven- 
ient to .have them instructed inside the houses. The 
pedagogy became a complete and enclosed college. 
The Bue du Fouarre saw the number of its students 

1 At the end of tbe fifteenth century the colleges and pedagogies 
contained nearly aU the students In arts. In 1409 the Faculty of 
Arts had decided not to give certificates of studies except to such 
scholars as resided either in a pedagogy, a coUege, with their 
parents, or with some member of the uniyersity, whom they served 
gratuitously. * See ahore, p. 178, 
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generally dimimsh, and ended by being entirely de- 
serted. "In 1460/' says Thurot, " the majority of the 
regents of the Nation of France taught in the board- 
ing-houses. . . . What gave the final blow to publio 
instruction was the obligation to reside in the|76da- 
gogiea and colleges, which was imposed on the masters 
about 1524. It was necessary thereafter to submit 
to this obligation if one aspired to the functions of 
Bector, Procurator of Nations, or Dean of Faculties. '' 

It was *thus that the Faculty of Arts gradually 
became blended with the colleges, of which it was no 
longer, one might say, anything more than the feder- 
ation. These colleges had become very numerous: 
there were some fifty of them in the fifteenth century, 
among which, it is true, a certain number were theo- 
logical colleges or religious houses, or else hospitable 
houses opened to foreign students ; for example, the 
Scotch college, founded in 1326, and that of the 
Lombards, in 1384. But many others, such as Har- 
court College (1280) and the famous college of Mon- 
taigu (1314), seem to have been from the outset real 
schools of secondary instruction.^ 

Howeyer this may be, the institution of colleges 
at Paris rendered the greatest service to the Faculty 
of Arts. And it is not uninteresting to dwell on the 
meaning of this cTolution imposed by the force of 
circumstances on the university of the Middle Ages, 
obliging it to pass from the almost absolute liberty of 
early times to the regime of seclusion and dormitory 

1 Bee In VaUet de ViriTille (op. ciU, p. 166) the enumeration of 
the coUeges estahlished in PariB before the Beyolntion. This list 
includes more than eighty estabUshments. 
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* 

life and from the system of public courses to that of 
private classes taught within the colleges. It was 
a preliminary step toward the necessary distinction 
between the student in the school and the student in 
the university; between secondary and superior in* 
struction, between what is suitable for children of 
from twelve to fifteen years, or even above that, and 
students of twenty. Thenceforward there was more 
labor and discipline on the part of the pupils, and 
more regularity and assiduity on the parts of the 
masters. Moreover, the university kept a close watch 
on these establishments incorporated with itself; it 
exacted guarantees from the headmasters or prin- 
cipals who directed them; it obliged its rectors to 
visit them once a year; and, in 1445, it declared 
solemnly that '4t existed almost entirely in its col- 
leges, and had been preserved by them alone from 
total destruction during the misfortunes of the wars 
that had aflicted France.'^ ^ 

Bologna also had its colleges; that is, says Savigny, 
its ^'corporations of poor students supported by a 
founder and living under a common surveillance.'^ ' 
But these colleges, which seem to have been nothing 
more than hospitable houses where foreign students' 
installed themselves, had no importance and played 
no part in the constitution of the Italian universities. 

It was otherwise in England, where ''the collegiate 
system,^' says Laurie, "so soon dwarfed the univer* 

I Crevier, t. ir, p. 181. 

* Sayigny, ch. xxl, 71 : for example, the cotUghan Avenkmontef 
founded in 1263, tnd tbe Collegium SUpanicum, founded by the 
Popes in 1861. 
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sitj/' * Laurie attributes the foundation of oollegesr 
to the same causes that I have indicated: on one 
hand, the difficulty of lodging a great number of stu- 
dents eonvenientlj in private houses, and on the 
other, the inconvenience of leaving very young persons 
exposed to the myriad temptations of city life, with- 
out restraint At first there were '< halls,'' ^'hostels" 
(hospiHa), regulated lodging-houses, where the stu- 
dents reside4 at their own cost, under the supervision 
of a principal appointed by the chancellor.' At Cam- 
bridge there were the HoapiHa artistarum and Hospitia 
juristarum. To the hoBpUia succeeded the colleges; 
that is to say, endowed halls, where the students 
had free quarters, but where they had, in return, to 
submit to the obligations imposed by the college 
statutes. 

^'The most important of the early college founda- 
tions of England," says Laurie, ''was that of Walter 
de Merton, chancellor of the kingdom, in 1264, called 
' Domus 8cholanum de Merton.^ Merton himself must 
have had his eye on the Sorbonne. Merton's house 
was substantially what we should now call a secular 
college. No 'religious person,' that is, no monk or 
friar, was to be admitted. His aim was to produce 
a constant succession of scholars devoted to the 
pursuits of literature."* 

1 Laoiie, op, eit., p. 245. * Mnllinger, op eif., p. 217. 

* Laurie, op. cit, p. 252. It was at Merton Ck>Uege that Dmui 
Scotios studied, "the snbtle doctor'* (1275-1305), who entered the 
Franciscan order, and whose disciples were in ciHitroyersy with the 
Thomists, the Dominicans, disciples of Thomas Aqninas. WUliam 
of Occam, "the prince of Nominalists'' (1280-1347), was educated 
at the same college. He taught at Oxford and at Paris. 
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Other colleges of Oxford and Cambridge were 
established on the model of Merton: notably, at 
Oxford, University Hall (1280), Exeter College 
(13U), Queen's College (1340), etc. ; at Cambridge, 
Clare Hall (1320), Pembroke Hall (1343), Trinity 
Hall (1350), etc.^ In England as in France, the col- 
legiate system replaced the regime of the day school, 
of free and independent life. The colleges of Oxford 
and Cambridge, like those of Paris, became essential 
elements of the university, true centres of education 
and instruction. Doubtless the establishment of col- 
leges had been prepared for, from the beginning 
of the universities, by the two facts : 1st, that stu- 
dents often lodged at the houses of their professors ; 
2d, that in the Faculty of Arts at least (notably at 
Prague) the regents voluntarily gave lessons in their 
own houses ; so that, from these small beginnings, the 
colleges and their classes followed by a natural evo- 
lution. It is none the less true that the face of things 
was changed. The universities had made a great 
experiment in the day school for students of all ages. 
And it must be thoroughly recognized that this ex- 
periment, which people seem to wish to renew in our 
day,* has failed, since the Middle Ages, as they were 
ending, turned into another path, and even replaced 
by the strictest sort of discipline the liberty of earlier 
days. 

I See in YaUet de Virivme (op, ciU, pp. 196 and 1S7)» the list of 
colleges at Oxford and Cambridge. 

s " It is carious to note/' says Laurie, " that in these latter dajn 
the non-collegiate or unattached system of the thirteenth and four- 
teenth oenturies has been reTived. Undergraduates may now live 
in licensed lodging-houses, and we may yet see restored, both in 
England and in Scotland, the hottels of the lOddle Ages." 
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On the other hand^ the transformation wrought in 
the disciplinary and pedagogic regulations of the 
Faculty of Arts had this necessary consequence: 
that, at least in Paris, this Faculty, thenceforward 
dismembered, as one might say, and whose very 
numerous regents dispersed themselves among divers 
colleges, had no longer more than a nominal unity. 
Finally, its character as a school of preparatory, and, 
to repeat the word, '' secondary,'' instructioui grad- 
ually became more defined so that after the sixteenth 
century the higher movement in literature and science 
was developed apart from it. It retains nothing but 
elementary classical instruction, and that in such 
measure as is permitted it by the constantly increas- 
ing activity of the religious orders, and particularly 
of the Jesuits, thus leaving an open field, in the 
modem universities, to the Faculties of Philosophy, 
Science, and Letters. 
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Had I followed what might be called the order of 
precedence, it is not with the Faculty of Arts that I 
should have begun my examination of the studies and 
methods of instruction in the universities. In reality 
the Faculty of Arts took the lowest rank, precededi as 
it was, by the so-called superior Faculties of Theology, 
Law, and Medicine. But the arts serving as a general 
preparation and introduction to the special sciences, 
it was logical and necessary to study in the first place 
the organization of instruction in the Faculty of Arts. 

Among the special sciences, that of theology occu- 
pied the first place, at least in the beginning. The 

199 
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Sacra FaouUaaj as it was called, was considered supe. 
rior to all the others.^ It could not have been otherwise 
at a time when the Church was still all-powerful, 
when universities were founded under the patronage 
of Popes and had a thoroughly ecclesiastical character, 
and when study in general seemdd to have no other 
aim than that of serving religion.* 

Theology was represented as the first of arts, as the 
supreme science of which the others could not be more 
than the respectful handmaidens. 

"Logic is good," said Jacques de Vitry,* passing in 
review the seven liberal arts, "for it teaches us to 
distinguish truth from falsehood; grammar is good, 
for it teaches how to speak and write correctly; 
rhetoric is good, for it teaches how to speak elegantly 
and to persuade. Good, too, are geometry, which 
teaches how to measure the earth, the domain of our 
bodies; arithmetic, or the art of computing, which 
enables us to estimate the fewness of our days ; music, 
which reminds us of the sweet chant of the blessed; 
astronomy, which causes us to consider the celestial 
bodies and the stars shining resplendently before God. 
But far better is theology, which alone can be truly 
called a liberal art, since it alone delivers from its 
woes the human soul." The seven arts were thus dis - 
possessed^ in &vor of theology, of their beautiful 

1 • . . Prmett reliquU Heut superior, iaid Al«zaiidw IV, in a 
Boll of 125S. ChartulaHum Univ, Parity 1. 1, p. 343. 

* . . . Theologia imperat cUiU scientiis, ut cUmiina, et iUm 9ilH, 
ut famulm, obsequuntur. Ad hanc singulm in vii» 9uii levant et 
habent intvitum, Chartularium, etc., p. 343. 

* Jaeqoes de VitTy, a French preacher, died in 1844, cited 1^ 
M. Leeoy de la Blarehe, op, cit., p. 458. 
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qualification of liberal; and were chiefly appreciated 
and lauded in view of their moral and religious bear- 
ing; that is to say^ of the services thej might render 
to religion. 

It was at Paris^ ''the theological university par 
excellence f** that theological studies were established 
soonest and most firmly. It was in the image of the 
Faculty of Paris that the Popes successively organized 
other Faculties, some instituted simultaneously with 
the university itself as in the case of Toulouse, 
Prague, Vienna,^ etc., and others superadded to uni- 
versities that had long been flourishing, like the 
Faculty of Theology at Bologna, created in 1362. 
And if it is exact to say in general, yet without for- 
getting local differences, that instruction in all subjects 
was practically the same in all of the universities, 
this observation is specially applicable to instruc- 
tion in theology, which being more directly watched 
over and regulated by the Church, and, by the very 
nature of its object allowing less latitude than other 
studies, necessarily presented more uniformity and 
repeated itself everywhere under identical conditions. 

What, among other things, demonstrates the pecul- 
iar importance attached to theology, is the fact that 
the study of it was far more prolonged than was the 
case with any other branch of knowledge. One could 
be a master of arts at twenty-one; a doctor of law or 
of medicine at twenty-six or twenty-seven; but a 
doctorate of theology could not be obtained before 

1 The Btatntes of the Theological Faculty of Vienna, promulgated 
in 13S9, estahlish a faithful reproduction of the customs foUowed in 
the Theological Faculty of Paris. 
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completing the thirty-fifth jear.^ CooBeqiieiitly this 
doctorate was especially appreciated and honored. 
^'The qiialification of doctor of theology/' says Cre- 
vier, "was so highly esteemed at that period *' (that 
is to say, in the fourteenth century) "that Pope John 
XXIIy who did not possess it, feared that use might 
be made of that fact to lessen his authority.^ 

The importance of the Theological Faculty of Paris 
did not arise wholly from the &ct that it was a teach- 
ing body, conferring degrees much sought after, and 
making doctors such as Albertus Magnus and Thomas 
Aquinas. In reality, it constituted for the Church 
of Kome and for all Christendom a sort of consulting 
committee in ecclesiastical matters; it was "the per- 
manent council of the Gauls," whose right to give 
doctrinal advice in matters of fitith was recognized, 
and which more than once permitted itself to difEer in 
opinion with the Popes.* King Charles VI, in a 
formal declaration of 1414, set forth that "the mem- 
bers of the Paoris Faculty of Theology hold the first 
rank in the science of sacred letters.''^ And he 
added: "The people recognize this faot^ and the 
Court of Borne has itself admitted it when, on sev- 

^ Bobert de 00019011 did not require more than eight yea^ to he 
devoted to theological stadies; bnt the oonrse was prolonged to 
f onrteen years at the beginning of the f onrteenth oentozy. 

* Greyier, 1. 11, p. 321. 

* For example, when, in 1331, the Faculty refused to adopt the 
opinions of John XXn, on ** the beatific Tislon of the saints." 
In sending the decision of the Facnlty to the Pope, the King of 
France adjoined to it this carious commentary: '*Oar doctors 
know better what is to be belieTed in matters of faith than the 
Jurists and clerics who compose your Court, and who know little 
or nothing of theology." « Creyier, t. ill, p. 379. 



\y 



THE FACULTIES OF THE0L06T SOS 

eral oceasions, both fonner and reoenty ambiguity or 
doubt had arisen concerning the doctrines of the 
Christian religion, it has not disdained to address 
itself to the cotincil of the faith residing in Paris in 
order to obtain a clear decision on these points. '^ 

What gave its peculiar force and original character 
to the Theological Faculty of Paris was the fact that 
it was not merely a body of professors : it was^ as it 
has been very well defined by Thuroty '^a federation 
of religious and secular communities.''^ Its roots 
penetrated not solely into the secular colleges^ but 
also into the convents of the various religious orders. 
It benefited, in consequencey by whatever there was 
of vitality and power in these church corporations. 

As a rule, both masters and students belonged 
either to the order of St. Dominic, or to one of the 
four mendicant orders — the Franciscans, the Augus- 
tinians, the Jacobins, and the Carmelites— ^ or other 
communities. In the majority of the convents there 
were public chairs of theology, whose incumbents 
were members of the Faculty. In 1253, for instancei, 
there were twelve professors of theology,* nine of 
whom taught in the convents. So, too, the great 
majority of students and aspirants to the baccalaureate 
and the doctorate were members of a religious order. 
Thus, in the fourteenth century, from 1373 to 1398, 
out of one hundred and ninety-two bachelors who 
received the license, one hundred and two belonged 
to mendicant orders. 

i Thnrot, cjp. eit., p. 132. 

* In 1207 Innocent ni had limited the number of chain in the 
Theological Faculty of Paris to eight ; but the conetantly increasing 
number of students rendered it necessary to establish four more. 
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The Dominicans had obtained authority to establish 
a chair of theology in their convent in 1229; they 
had a second one later on. And their example was 
followed by the other communities. The two greatest 
doctors of the Middle Ages, Albertus Magnus, ^'the 
universal doctor/'^ and his pupil, Thomas Aquinas, 
'Hhe angel of the schools/'* taught in the Domini- 
can convent. In that of the Franciscans taught 
Alexander of Hales,' 'Hhe irrefragable doctor, '^ who 
was the master of St. Bonaventure. 

There is no doubt that this participation of the 
religious orders in the teaching of theology called out 
many complaints on the part of the university. " This 
partition is harmful and unjust,'' said the masters of 
the university about the year 1250; ^'unjust because 
we are seculars by origin, and the regulars come to 
deprive us of the heritage of our fathers.''* But the 
regulars, being aided by the pontifical power, gained 
the day. The Faculty of Theology remained a collec- 
tive body having its ramifications in all the convents. 
Each newly founded religious order claimed to par- 
ticipate, by means of some of its own members, in 
the university teaching of theology; and when, in the 
sixteenth century, Loyola created the famous society 

1 Albert the Great (119^1280) taught at Paris abont 1296. Con- 
oeming Albert the Great, see the already dted work of If. 
d'Aflsailly. 

* Thomas Aquinas (1227-1274) followed his master, Albertus 
Magnus, to Paris, and there expounded the Book of the Sentence* 
and Holy Scripture. He was bom in Italy. BQs works have 
been reprinted many times, and comprise more than twenty lolio 
volumes. 

* Alexander of Hales, bom in England in 1211. 
« Creyier, t. i, p. 397. 
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whicli was to take so eminent a place in the Catholic 
Churchy there were Jesuit professors of theology, at 
least in certain Faculties.^ 

The Faculty of Theology, however, did not depend 
solely on the religious congregations, the solid studies 
pursued within the convents,' and the masters who 
taught there in the name of the university; it also 
included the theological colleges and secular establii^h- 
ments. The most celebrated of these is that which 
became &mous under the name of '^ Sorbonne,'' organ- 
ized in 1257 by Robert de Sorbon, chaplain to Louis IX. 
"Before Robert de Sorbon," says Crevier, "no college 
for secular students in theology had been established 
at Paris. He wished to procure for them this advan- 
tage, already enjoyed by several of the regulars, and 
he founded a house for sixteen poor students in theol- 
ogy, four from each of the Nations composing the 
university."* By his letters patent of 1257, Louis 
IX made formal cession to his chaplain of "a house 
situated at Paris in the rue Coupe Gueule, before the 
palace of the Hot Baths of Julian." ^ The foundation 
was confirmed in 1259 by a letter from Pope Alexander 
lY. Such were the modest beginnings, under the 
name of the "Congregation of poor masters of the 
Sorbonne," of a building which was to play such a 

^ At Poitiers, for example, in the sixteenth century, the Jesnils 
had two chairs of theology in their college of 8te. Marthe. 

* On theological studies in the convents, see Thnxot, p. 113 ei §$q» 

* Crevier, t. i, p. 434. 

^ Chartularium Univ, Paris., t. i, p. 247. The Sorbonne seems 
to have been the model of Merton College in England. So likewise 
the University Hall, founded at Oxford in 1280, and intended for 
four masters to live together and study theology. 
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brilliant part in the fatore career of the TTniTersitj 
of PariSy and which absorbed the Faculty of Theology, 
whose principal seat it became.^ They were begin- 
nings, moreover, at which it has never blushed^ for 
the Sorbonne was founded, as has been seen, in a 
spirit of charity and bencTolenee toward the poorest 
students, and to a certain extent, also, in a spirit of 
liberty, by the secular clergy in order to contend 
against the regulars. And might not these seculars 
of the thirteenth century, opposed as they were to 
the invading corporations, be considered as in a sense 
the laity of that age? 

However that may be, the college of the Sorbonne 
soon had its own public courses in theology. Other 
colleges, likewise composed exclusively of theologians, 
were founded between 1250 and 1300.' Even those 
which had been originally under the control of the 
Faculty of Arts reserved a certain number of places 
ior students of theology: among these, the college of 
Navarre, established on the heights of St. Genevi^e 
in 1304, took the first rank.* ''The houses of Sor- 
bonne and of Navarre," says Thurot, ''were almost a 
match, by themselves alone, for tixe religious orders. 
They gave the Faculty of Theology the greater number 
and the most distinguished of its secular masters." 

It was in the convents and colleges, then, that the 

1 Bmi UhdMj " the Sorbonne " is a eynonym for the gieap of 
Fscnltiei which are the heirs of the Unirenity of Paris. 

*Bee Thniot, de$ CommunauUs sieulih'U ou eolUgu, cp* ei^ 
p. 122 e( §$q, 

s The ooUege of KaTarre, founded by Qneen Jeanne of Nanm, 
wife of Philip the Fair, was intended to receire teyeaty poor itr 
dente, of whom twenty were to be theologians. 
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Faculty of Theology had its seat: it was there that 
masters and pupils exercised themselves, the one in 
disputations and in preaching, and the others in 
instruction. From the commencement of the four- 
teenth century, the special activity of the Faculty, 
aside from the studies undertaken and the instruction 
given in the communities, seems to have been visible 
chi^y in the public acts which preceded the J>acca- 
laureate and the mastership. '^ Superintendence of 
these acts became the principal occupation of the 
masters." Instruction was confided almost entirely 
to the bachelors : what proves this is that the reform 
of 1452 consisted in requiring the masters to give a 
lecture once a fortnight. 

n 

One can make short work of naming the books 
taught and studied in the Faculty of Theology: the 
Bible, quite naturally,^ and Peter Lombard's book of 
S^itences. Thence arose the names of Biblici and of 
Sententiarii applied to bachelors in tiieology accord- 
ing as they were authorized to make their courses 
in the Bible or the Sentences. It is to be noted that 
one was a Biblkus before becoming, three years later, 
a Sententiarius ; thus giving the impression that the 
Bible was easier to explain or of less importance than 
the compilation edited by Peter Lombard. The same 
conviction is evidenced by the fact that the ordinary 
lecture, which was reserved for the masters, and 

1 Tbe Bible was pxobftbly road in the Latin traiiflatioa made in 
the f oorth century by St. Jerome^ and called tha Vnlfate. 
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which acoording to usage in all the Faculties was 
given before nine o'clock in the morning, also dealt 
with the book of the Sentences. Holy Scripture was 
explained in the extraordinary courses.^ 

What then was this book by Peter Lombard which 
occupied so lofty a position, and was placed on a 
footing of equality, to say the least, with the Bible 
itself? Simply a collection, a methodical arrange- 
ment of extracts, constituting a complete treatise on 
theology,* under the form of sentences and maxims; 
or in other words, of thoughts borrowed either from 
the Scriptures or the Fathers of the Church. It was 
divided into four parts. The first treated of God and 
the Trinity; the second, of the creation, and the rela- 
tions between the visible and the invisible worlds; 
the third, of the redemption, faith, hope, and char- 
ity, the virtues, and sin; the fourth, of the sacra- 
ments. 

It was to this theological manual that the ordinary 
methods of scholastic teaching, exposition, and dis- 
cussion were applied. The regulations of the reform 
of 1366 prescribed to both bachelors and Sententiarii 
the reading of titie very text of Peter Lombard, and 
its exposition phrase by phrase. But the method of 
'^ questions" was chiefly employed: the opinions of 
theologians of recognized authority were pitted against 
each other; the pros and cotib were urged in the form 
of syllogisms. But these premeditated discussions, 
which were in &ct mere monologues, since the pro- 

1 Thurot, p. 110. 

sOreTier is of opinion, however, that Lombard *'had omitted 
x.t)rtain very important matters." Crevier, t. i, p. 2Mr. 
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feasor did all the talking, — making both question 
and answer and defending in turn the two contrary 
opinions before concluding, — had nothing spontane- 
ous about them: as a rule, they were read; although 
products of the same method as the lectures of Abe- 
lard, they had none of the life and animation which 
characterized the teaching of the great professor of 
the twelfth century. Though the reform of 1306 
prohibited the bachelors, when making their courses, 
from having anything but a notebook to assist their 
memory in recalling the principal divisions, argu- 
ments, and quotations of their lectures, yet they 
none the less persisted in a custom which better 
suited the laziness or the intellectual mediocrity of 
the masters. The bachelors were often observed 
reading argumentations which they had not composed 
themselves.^ 

Grevier has defined theological instruction as a 
whole during the Middle Ages with sufficient clear- 
ness.* According to him, scholastic theology must 
have had three principal characteristics. First, It re- 
united in one body of doctrine, or one general system, 
all questions relating to religion; such is, in fact, the 
essential merit of the book of the Sentences. Second, 
It treated these questions not by authority alone, but 
in part by reasoning; on condition, be it understood, 
that the ever-docile reason should submit itself to the 
demonstration of traditional beliefs: as soon as one 



1 At the period of the reform of 1452 the bachelors were anthor- 
ized to read their leotnres, but they were recommended to take 
care that they were composed by themeelyes. 

* Orerier, t i, p. 100 et seq. 
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departed from tradition he was d^ioonoed as heretical 
and counted as nanght. In 1248 propositions like 
the following were everywhere esteemed erroneons 
and heretical: ''There are many eternal yerities 
which are not God.'' ^ He whose natural dispositions 
are greater, will have a greater share of grace." 
Finally, it employed *' the geometrical style,'' and pro- 
ceeded by axioms, theorems, and corollaries. Founded 
on revealed truth, on dogmas whose authority nobody 
then dreamed of contesting, theology could, in fact^ 
like geometry, which rests upon self -evident princi- 
ples, be built up entirely by pure deduction and rest 
on syllogisms. No appeal was made to feeling in 
teaching religion; just as no appeal was made to 
experience in teaching philosophy. There being no 
criterion of truth but the agreement between conse- 
quences and principles admitted as beyond discussion, 
there resulted an apparently rigorous body of instruc- 
tion, solid in proportion as the bases of its perpetual 
reasoning were solid, but desperately dry, and as cold 
as geometry. 

Even contemporaries — ^for example, Gerson^ — were 
under no illusions regarding the defects of such a 
method. They reproached it for insisting compla- 
cently on useless questions while neglecting essential 
points of doctrine; for plunging into vain curiosi- 
ties, and, asGrevier says, ''into dialectical bickerings 
and metaphysical abstractions.'' * Lost in the mirage 
of their subtile discussions, these logicians of theology 
forgot the. art of preaching; they could no longer 

^ Qtnon, Contra va/nam curioiUaiUini in negotioJldeL 
sCrevi6r,t.iii,p. 182, 
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speak to the heart, moTe souls, or oommimicate &ith; 
they knew nothing save how to arg^e, distinguish 
and conclude. On the other hand, they plunged into 
vain and sometimes ridiculous researches, and, Popes 
themselyea, — as for instance, Clement VII, — treated 
them as ^'visionarieB.'^^ In theology as in philoso- 
phy, life drew further and further apart from this 
tiresome accumulation of syllogisms; reality escaped 
from these refined abstractions; and the sterile effort 
of theological dialectic no more resulted in assurii^g 
the progress of faith and practical devotion, than the 
subtleties of philosophy assisted in arriving at a 
single new scientific fact. ''The acute argumenta- 
tion of our theologians," said Glemengis,"'have at 
first glance something shrewd and ingenious about 
them; but if you cast away the husk and envelope of 
the words and try to find the fruit, they vanish into 
smoke, because they are empty within." 

Let me cite some examples of the theological prob- 
lems to which grave doctors consecrated all the re- 
sources of their logic. "In order to convince the 
least instructed," says an author, who is nevertheless 
vezy catholic, M. d'Assailly,' " one must choose among 
a thousand such, certain of these inane questions 
which then had the run of the schools, and whose 
solution it is, I think, superfluous to indicate." — 
"What is the interior structure of Paradise?" — "Is 
the body of our Saviour Jesus Christ clothed in the 
Eucharist? " — " Is the water changed into wine before 

iAi(t,p.lSS. 

* Ihid.^ p. 180. ClemenglB died in 1436. He was reetor of the 
Uniyeisily of Farin, and director of the GoUege of Nayaire. 
9 0. d'AssaiUy, Albert U Grand, Paris, 1870, p. 176. 
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suffering, with tlie wine, the euchariBtio transforma- 
tion?" — "Is it of the divine essence to engender or 
to be engendered?" — "What do the angels do with 
the bodies of which they have made use to fulfil a 
mission upon earth?" — "What was the color of the 
Virgin's skin? " — " Znrum beatisHma Virgo in concep- 
thne habueril dohrem vd aliquam ddectcUionemf ..." 
Observe that these follies are quoted, not from some 
obscure theologian, but from the Summa of Albertus 
Magnus. 

The theology of the Middle Ages had, nevertheless, 
one merit; namely, that it was always associated, at 
least by its most famous representatives, with philo- 
sophic studies.^ Was not Albertus Magnus nicknamed 
"the ape of Aristotle" because, like his disciple, 
Thomas Aquinas, he had ardently studied and para- 
phrased the Greek philosopher? * If the philosophy 
of that age was generally religious, and could be de- 
fined as inteUedus qwBrens jfidemf theology, on the 
other hand, was thoroughly impregnated with philos- 
ophy and found its motto in the inverse formula, ./Itie^ 
quoBrena inteUectum, In the book of the Sentences 
the portion commented on with the greatest care and 
insistence was the first part, the most metaphysical, 
the most philosophical division of the whole, since it 
treated of €k>d, the principle of all things. 

But from this very tendency to philosophize, or, at 

1 ** It was at that time impossible to stndy thsology without 
knowing logic thoronghly," says Thmot. ''It enansd that the 
students were prepared for theology by instruction in logic and 
philosophy." 

< ** Albertus Magnus," B^an has said, "was a paraphrasist, 
Thomas Aquinai, a oommentator of Aristotle " {Av^rroi$, p. 188). 
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any rate to reasoiii proceeded the incurable evil of this 
prolix and babbling theology whose travail brought 
forth all that litter of dissertations, that mass of 
huge volumes now forgotten and hidden in the dust 
of libraries. Commentaries were piled on commen- 
taries until in the end the sacred texts were lost sight 
of; no one went back any longer to the source, and 
when the sixteenth century arrived, the theologians of 
the Beformation found the Bible again with the same 
astonishment, the same enthusiasm, as the humanists 
of the Renaissance rediscovered Homer and Vergil. 
And it is permissible to agree with the judgment 
passed on scholastic theology in the fourteenth cen- 
tury by the very irreverent Petrarch, — Petrarch, the 
first of modem men, — when he wrote to a friend in 
one of his fomiliar letters: "Look at these men who 
spend their whole life in altercations, sophistical 
subtleties, in incessantly turning their brains upside 
down in order to solve empty little questions; and 
accept as true my prophecy concerning their future : 
their reputation will pass away with their existence, 
and the same sepulchre will sufSce to enshroud their 
names and their bones '^ (unum sepMhrum nominibus 
088ibu9que eorum suffUM)* 
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If it is in the Universiiy of Paris that one should 
study the teaching of arts and theology, because it 
was especially in Paris that these branches were held 
in honori it is to the University of Bologna, and also 
to the provincial universities of France, Orleans, Tou- 
louse, and notably Montpellier, that one must go to 
seek, in the Middle Ages, teaching of law that is 
really important and flourishing. 

Law, in those times, signified, on the one hand, civil 
or secular law, ioherited from the Romans* and chiefly 
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determined by the Justinian Code^ and, on the other 
hand, canon or ecclesiastical law, as established by 
the decisions of councils and the decrees of Popes. 
Thence ensued two orders of instruction, two Facul* 
ties, often blended into one: the majority of the uni- 
versities teaching canon law and civil law at the same 
time and constituting what might be called mixed 
Faculties, where one became, according to the expres- 
sion then in use, doctor in utroque jure. We hardly 
find anywhere except at Paris, — where it had been 
established in consequence of the provision forbidding 
the teaching of civil law, pronounced by the Popes in 
the first years of the thirteenth century, — a special 
Faculty of Canon Law, or Faculty of Decretal, But 
everywhere else legal instruction was twofold in char- 
acter, and in certain centres of study, Orleans for 
example, the university was nothing but a university 
of law: it had no other chairs. 

There is nothing to surprise us in the fact that the 
studies which formed men of business, and prepared 
wise counsellors and skilful jurists for the service 
of kings and popes, were held in high regard thus 
early. Even then these were studies which, in a 
word, already seemed the most necessary from the 
utilitarian and practical point of view, since they 
afforded the means of regulating those material inter- 
ests which the Middle Ages, in spite of the reputation 
tiliey have gained for idealism, neither disdained nor 
neglected.^ Thus M. Foumier is able to say, doubt- 

1 Tbe membeni of the Facnltie* of Arts, Itowerer, did not at first 
evince mach sympathy for the seience of law, which they regarded 
as a trade rather than an art. 
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less with some exaggeration, that ''all the yitality 
of the ancient provincial universities depended on the 
teaching of law and the Faculty of Law." ^ Although 
this statement is not absolutely exact, since, to cite 
no other instance, the considerable development of 
medical studies at Montpellier gives it a formal con- 
traction, it is certain that the study of law did not 
merely flourish in the Middle Ages with a special 
brilliancy, testified to by the celebrated names of 
Imerius, Accursius, and Bartola, but that, concur- 
rently with theology, it was sometimes prejudicial to 
other studies, and especially so to pure science and 
letters. This is what Crevier affirms, when, in defin- 
ing the condition of studies at the close of the four- 
teenth century, he says: ''Theology and canon law 
afforded a short and secure way of arriving at eccle- 
siastical dignities. Hence students, as soon as they 
had acquired a moderate provision of grammar Jd 
logic, devoted themselves to these sciences, so useful 
to success; while the arts, which could merely adorn 
the mind, were abandoned." ^ 

Instruction in Eoman law, however, did not succeed 
in gaining and keeping a foothold in the schools and 
universities of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries 
without a struggle. It is indubitable that the Church 
at first beheld with anxiety and suspicion the develop- 
ment of those studies in civil law which she was later 
on to patronize and protect. There was a moment 
when the civil lawyer was considered the enemy of 
Ood; and John of Salisbury relates that several of 
his contemporaries burned and destroyed such manu- 

1 Founder, op, <Ht, t. i, Prtface, p. yiii. * Owrin, t, iU, p. IM. 
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scripts of civil law as fell into their hands. The same 
conservative and traditional spirit which opposed the 
introduction of Aristotle's works on physics in the 
^Faculty of Arts, was still more bound to resist 
the progress of civil law, considered as the rival of 
ecclesiastical law. In the twelfth century the coun* 
cils of Lateran (1139) and of Tours (1163) forbade 
members of religious orders to study civil law. St. 
Bernard complained bitterly of the ardor with which 
the clergy threw themselves into legal studies. In 
1220, a Bull of Pope Honorius III prohibited the 
teaching of civil law at Paris and the neighboring 
cities.^ In 1254^ Innocent IV extended the same 
prohibition against Eoman law for all France.* 

It is interesting to note the reasons urged by the 
popes in justification of this prohibition. That to 
which they chiefly appealed was the fact that the 
study of civil law was prejudicial to the science which 
they naturally ranked above all others, namely, the- 
ology.* But they advanced other considerations: in 
the first place, the pretended inutility of this study. 
"Although Holy Church," said Honorius III, "does 
not reject the docile co-operation {famukUum) of the 
secular laws, yet, as in France and other provinces, 
the laity do not use the laws of the Boman Emperors ; ^ 
and as, moreover, ecclesiastical suits are seldom met 
with which may not be settled by the rules of canon 
law alone, we forbid, under pain of excommunication, 
both at Paris and the neighboring towns and cities, 

1 Chartidarium Univ. Paris,, t. i, p. 92. * Ibid,, p. 2S1. 

• '* We desire," said the Pope, '*tU pleniui 4t pef:feciiu$ Mtudio 
theohgim in$ect<Uur vel saltern philosophim disciplinm.*' 

* AUiudon to countries goremed by common law. 
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anj person to employ himself in teaching or learning 
ciyil law." 

It appears, moreover! that the Soyereign Pontiffs 
had been shocked by the luxurious habits and osten- 
tation of the professors of law, who were richer than 
their colleagues of the other Faculties, in consequence 
of the profits derived from their pleadings and con- 
sultations. Nothing can be more significant on this 
head than the following passage from the bull of 
Honorius III: "We have learned with sorrow that^ 
abandoning the study of philosophy, to say nothing 
of that of theology, tiie majority of the clergy hasten 
to the lectures on secular law; and that, in the major- 
ity of states, no one is chosen by the bishops to occupy 
positions of dignity and h(mor, or ecclesiastical pre- 
bends, unless he is either a professor of civil law or 
an advocate. . . ." Then follows a delineation of 
the privations imposed on themselves, per cominiy in 
their modest way of life, by the nurslings of philoso- 
phy {alumni phUosophiai); "while our advocates, or 
say rather our devils (adooeati nosM^ immo diaJboU), 
covered with purple, mounted on richly caparisoned 
horses, in the glitter of gold, the whiteness of silver, 
the splendor of precious stones, their royal vestments 
reflecting the splendors of the astonished sun (sfu- 
pentem reverberatUes sotem), make ostentatious display 
and give rise to scandal everywhere." And the Pope 
concludes by forbidding the bishops to consider the 
title of professor of laws a suflcient recommendation 
for ecclesiastical preferment^ and by formally prohib- 
iting " in France, England, Scotland, Flanders, Spain, 
and Hungary" all teaching of civil law. It is true 



FACULTIES OF CIVIL AND CANON LAW SiO 

that, himself mistnisting the results of this prohibi- 
tioB, the Pope added, ''If, however, the heads of the 
State permit" («i tamen hoe de regum et principum 
proce88erit vokmtate). 

Is it bj reason of this restriction, which reserved the 
rights of emperors and kings, that civil law, in spite 
of the threats of excommunication, became common in 
all the universities? It is permissible to think so^ 
since the study of law could alone g^uarantee to the 
temporal sovereigns capable ministers, such as that 
William of Nogaret, professor of law at Montpellier, 
who was of such great assistance to Philip the Fair in 
his quarrels with Boniface YIII. In any case, the 
organization in the vicinity of Paris of the Universily 
of Orleans is proof enough that the Popes were not 
obeyed.^ It is manifest that the bishops themselves 
were not rigorous toward the jurists very long. In 
the middle of the thirteenth century, Boger Bacon 
points out the progress of civil law, and what he calls 
''the abuse of it that has been made in Italy." ' And 
he adds: ''The jurists have acquired such influence 
over the minds of prelates and princes that they mo- 
nopolize all places and favors at their disposal, so much 
so that students of philosophy and theology remain 
empty handed, no longer having the wherewithal to 
live, to buy books, devote themselves to research, 
or experiment on the secrets of science. Even the 
jurists who study canon law only have not the nec- 
essary resources for life and study unless they have at 

1 «Tli« Popes were greatly respected in the Middle Afes," says 
Thorot, ** Imt their dedsioiis were executed only in so far ss people 
chose." 

s Boger Bacon, Compwdium PhUoiophim, ch. It. 
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the same time acquired a knowledge of civil law. . • • 
The civil lawyers alone are honored and enriched.'' ^ 

Ey^i the favor of Popes was not always refused to 
civil law. Thus, Clement V, who had himself studied 
law in the schools of Orleans, formally consecrated^ 
by his Bull of 1306, the legal instruction of that 
university.' It is true that Clement V was no other 
than that famous Bertrand de Ctoth who, having 
become pope through the protection of Philip the 
Fair, seems to have ascended the pontifical throne 
only to make himself the tool of the King of France. 
''Let none wonder," said he concerning the jurists of 
Orleans, '^that the sun glistens on their golden buck- 
lers, for they are the defenders of the country; they 
disentangle rights from the midst of the most hidden 
facts; they re-establi^ the rights of every man and 
come to the aid of the human race; thus meriting 
by the results of their science as much as if they had 
saved the country by wounds received in combat." 
What a contrast with the language employed a hun- 
dred years earlier by the predecessors of Clement V ! 
All the Avignon Popes, moreover, followed the exam- 
ple of Clement V and showed themselves so favorable 
to civil law that no further opposition w^a made to 
the progress of legal study. 

1 Another writer of that age (dted by Mnllinger, op. eft., p. 811) 
elaimB, on the contrary, that the study of canon law also led to riehes 
and preferment. But he agrees with Roger Bacon in affirming that 
theology was abandoned and that the mass of students adhered to 
the study of law. 

> Foumier, t. i, p. 11. ** The studies of canon and of clyil law," 
said the Pope, " have always been held in honor at Orleans: th^ 
shaU :aourish there anew by the help of Gtod." 
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It will have been obserred that, in the passage 
already cited from the Bull of Honorius III, the Pope 
alluded to the common l£i.w countries where Boman law 
was not in use; for instancci the northern and central 
provinces of France. There, assuredly, was a diffi- 
culty, a local obstacle to the development of the study 
of Boman law. But attention has been drawn by 
others to the fact that " in France had been carried on 
a preservation of old customs which, though not less 
varied than the feudal divisions, preserved the method 
and frequently even the stipulations of the Boman 
law. If the Popes, who protected their canons, made 
opposition to Boman law, the kings of France were 
favorable to the study of it. St. Louis caused the 
works of Justinian to be translated.''^ T^e Boman 
laws, then, were interesting things to know, even in 
the common law regions; and elsewhere — for exam- 
ple, in the south of France — they were the common 
law of the land. 

I shall end these general considerations by pointing 
out that the study of civil law was one of the forces 
which contributed most toward the emancipation of 
the universities, toward freeing them from ecclesiasti- 
cal dependence, and preparing for and introducing 
therein the lay spirit. This progress was chiefly due 
to the very character of that, instruction which, treat- 
ing exclusively of human affairs and temporal inter- 
ests, directed the thoughts of those who pursued it, 

1 y. Ladeio, itat de$ Lettres au XIX* SikeUf p. 610l Compare 
Montesquien, JEtprit des Lois, toI. zxviii, ch. zlii; "Philip the 
Fftir eanaed the Utwi of Justinian to be tanght simply as written 
vMion in those xegions of France which were governed hy cnstom," 
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either as stadents or masters, toward the things of this 
world. But aecoTuit must also be made of the special 
fact that the study of law made its adepts wealthy; so 
that the jurists gradually renounced the austere life 
imposed by their poTcrty on other members of the uni- 
▼ersity. From the thirteenth century, according to 
the testimony of Boger Bacon, the professors of law at 
Bologna married, organized their households according 
to the fashions of the period, and adopted the same 
mode of life as the laity. 

II 

It was from Italy, and above all from Bologna, that 
great intellectual centre both of canon and of Soman 
law, that the first impulse to legal study came. 
Imerius, who taught at Bologna in the first half 
of the twelfth century, was the renovator of legal 
study, and he is entitled by that fact to a place 
analogous to that we have assigned to Abelard among 
the founders of universities.^ 

He had himself studied in the schools of Constanti- 
nople, and this earliest Renaissance, like the Benais- 
sance of the sixteenth century, seems to have been in 
part, at least, a ray from the science of the Orient^ 
illumining Italy in the first place, and then stealing 
gradually over the other countries of Western Europe. 
An accident, a fortunate find, contributed to the resto- 
ration of Boman law. In 1135 or 1137, at the sacking 
of the little town of Amalfi, some one laid hands on 

1 Imeriiu, whom Crevier styles ** the Qenmui Xmerins," seenu, 
ftsvsfihslsts, to have heen hom in Italy, at MUan or Bologna. 
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a copy of the Pa/nd$ct$ of Jostiman. Imerius was 
charged with the reTision of the text, and it was prob- 
ably at this period that he was commissioned by the 
Emperor Lothair 11 to teach law in the University 
of Bologna. 

It mast not be imagined, howerer, as has been mis- 
takenly done by Montesquieui^ that the petty fact of 
discovering the lost text of the Pandeet9 was like a 
resnrrection, ''a second birth,'' for Eoman law, and 
that, swept away by the fall of the Western Empire, 
hidden for six hundred years, the Justinian law was 
picked up by chance in the twelfth century. As a 
matter of fact, the study of Boman law had never 
been completely abandoned, even during the darkest 
period of the ignorance of the Middle Ages. The 
learned had always known of the Theodosian Code. 
The Code and the Constitutions of Justinian were 
studied before the finding of the Pandects. And 
Savigny has forcibly demonstrated, in a chapter en- 
titled "The Boman law preserved by the clergy," 
that there had never been a complete interruption in 
the study of it. Imerius merely resumed the study 
of civil law, and gave it prominence by the public 
character of his lectures and the novelty of his 
method. 

It was the pupils of Imerius who spread a taste for 
the same studies throughout the other schools of 
Europe. As early as 1149, one of his disciples, 
Yacarius, carried the laws of Justinian to England 
and taught in the Oxford schools.* So, too, the law 

1 Uimt&BqvdBO, E^inHt de9 Lois, rol. zxriii, eh. ztii. 

s It If iatcNftiiig to note that in Bn|fland, contnsy to what 
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imirenitj of Montpellier sprang directiy from the 
UniTenitj of Bologna. The Italian Plaoentin, bom 
at Plaisance, after haying taught at Bologna and 
Mantudy established himself at Montpellier about 
1160 or 1180.^ He was, say the chronicles of the 
time, the first who read at Montpellier.' Another 
Bolognese professor, Azo, likewise emigrated to 
Montpellier, and it is related that many Italian 
students followed him thither. 

Montpellier was not the only place in France to 
profit by the intellectual movement which had its 
starting-point at Bologna. ^^Our Frenchmen," says 
Creyier, ''went to Bologna to gain a knowledge of 
Justinian law, and brought it back from there to 
Angers, Orleans, and Paris. ^'* The statutes drawn 
up in 1306, by Pope Clement V, to regulate the order 
of the lectures of the professors of law at the Uni« 
yersity of Orleans, indorse the divisions, the puncta 
taacUOy followed in their instructions by the doctors 
of Bologna.^ 

Bolognese jurists went all over Europe. In 1348, 
a professor from Bologna was summoned by Charles 
IV to the Uniyersiiy of Prague. Others went to 
Spain. But it was in Italy especially that the dis* 
ciples of Imerius propagated the science and methods 
of their master, and contributed to the formation of a 

oeeomd •liewher«, the elexgy tayored tbe ttndy of Roman law, 
while the oIyU power rejected it. It was King Stephen who for- 
bade the lectoree of yacafius. 

1 Flacentin, after a first Jonmesr to FranoOi returned to Italy: 
but he went back again to Montpellier, where he died, February 12, 
1192. * A« Qermain, op, cit, p. S. 

»C»ylarit.i,p.3«Q^ « K. Foi^mieri t. i, p. 29. 
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great number of unirersitiesi nearly all of them 
organized on tbe pattern of the Universily of Bologna. 

Bologna maintained its precedence, none the less, 
under the successors of Imerius. It was at Bologna 
that Accursius taught (1182-1260), who became in 
his turn the chief of a school, and was sumamed ''the 
idol of jurisconsults.'' Imerius had been called ''the 
light of the law.'' At Bologna, likewise, the famous 
Bartola studied and receiyed his doctorate (1313- 
1366); he was, after Accursius, the guide of the 
Boman lawyers of that time, and taught at Pisa and 
Perugia. Bartola instituted a new method, more 
general than that of his predecessors : instead of con- 
fining himself to comments on matters of detail, he 
constructed theories. His authority lasted until the 
sixteenth century, when Alciat in Italy and Cujas in 
Trance replaced him in the direction and general 
inspiration of legal studies. 

What was the method of Imerius, the dominating 
method of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries? It 
consisted, essentially, in submitting the legal texts to 
very nearly the same laborious explanation and per- 
petual commentary to which the contemporaiy profes- 
sors of logic and philosophy subjected the texts of 
Aristotle. All obscure terms and vague phrases were 
interpreted. Marginal notes and interlineations were 
added to the text. Thence came the name of glosaav 
ist8, makers of glosse e$ (glossoB, obscure words), applied 
to Imerius.* Another process, dear to Imerius, was 

1 Se6 Sayigny, op. eiL, cb. zxiil» Lei glouaUur9C9nsM4r4t e9mm$ 
prtif$s9euru 
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that of stimmaries, of r48uini$.^ His pupil, Flacentin^ 
wrote the 5iiifi of the Code, the Sum of the InetUuiea, 
etc. Doubtless in these earliest studies of civil law 
in the Middle Ages one discerns no original effort to 
return to the philosophic sources of laws, or to rise, 
through comparison of civil and natural law, to new 
conceptions; but there is, at all events, an interesting 
and exhaustive work of patient and minute interpreta- 
tion. The sometimes grotesque, but sometimes pene- 
trating explanations of Imerius prepared the way for 
the more certain and complete interpretations given 
afterwards by Alciat and Gujas, whose originality con- 
sisted chiefly in making an appeal to ancient history 
and literature, and all other aids to interpretation in 
making their explanations of legal texts. The gravest 
reproach which can be brought against the school of 
Imerius is that, by a phenomenon analogous to that 
which occurred in the scholastic study of philosophy, 
where the commentators gradually superseded the 
author and the text of Aristotle disappeared under the 
paraphrases of his interpreters, so in the study of law 
men attached themselves with servility to the glose 
which came to have greater authority than the text 
itself.* 

1 " The profesaor bofan his oonne 1^ giying the r^tumi or 
entire title (wmma),** 

s E. Petit, prof eaaor of the Vaenltj of Law of P<Meis, Traiii 
4l4menimir€dudivUn>main. Parie»1892. 
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ni 

Bestricting ourselves in the first place to ciyil law, 
let us try to form an idea of the order of lectures and 
exercises in the Faculties of Law during the Middle 
Ages. For the details I shall go back to the very 
text of the various regulations published, notably to 
the statutes ^established 1339 for the University of 
Montpellier, and, shortly before that, in the first 
years of the fourteenth century, for that of Toulouse.^ 

The Faculty of Civil Law, like the Faculty of Arts, 
had its "ordinary" and its "extraordinary" lessons: 
the latter appear to have been intended to complete 
the regular instruction, which was devoted to funda- 
mental questions. The ordinary lectures were abso- 
lutely obligatory; it seems that the extraordinary 
courses were optional up to a certain point. Only 
the ordinary lectures, says Savigny, were attended 
by all the students. A simple bachelor might give 
extraordinary lectures, while the other courses were 
reserved to licentiates or doctors. At Montpellier, 
each lecture occupied an hour, and there were four 
every day; at Bologna, an hour and a half or two 
hours. The first began at six in the morning^ (JiorA 

1 M. Foarnier, op, ciU, t. ii, p. i4, and t. i, p. 452. The statutes 
of 1339 were drawn np by Cardinal Bertrand, in the name of Pope 
Benedict XII. The statutes of Toulouse had been drawn up, accord- 
ing to M. Foumier» between 12S0 and 1320. P^e Denifle thinks 
they date from the second half of the fourteenth century. See on 
this subject the articles M. Foumier has just published in the 
Revue Internationale de Penseignement sup^rieur (February 10^ 
March 1, March 15, 1S92) : L'organisation de Venseignement du 
droit dans VUniver$it€ de Montpellier, 

* At Bologna this coarse was to begin, at latest, when the Angelu$ 
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primd mcUuHfUX) ; the second at nine (hord tertid) ; the 
third at three (hord nond) ; and the last at five (Jtard 
vesperarum). The morning lecture was the essential 
one, the one called ordinary. At Montpellier and 
Bologna, these lectures began on October 19, and 
ended on September 29. The other courses were 
called extraordinary. At Montpellier, the evening 
courses were given by doctors or licentiates; those 
at nine in the morning and three in the afternoon 
by bachelors. Punctuality was rigidly demanded, at 
least by the regulations. At Bologna, a professor 
who was tardy in beginning his lesson had to pay a 
fine of twenty sous. The number of masters varied 
greatly. We find only two in the University of 
Poitiers (where there were also two professors of 
canon law) ; a third professor of civil law was insti- 
tuted in the seventeenth century, at the time of the 
reform of 1679. At Orleans, Bimbenet speaks of ten 
professors. At Bologna, according to the statutes of 
1397, the college of civil lawyers numbered sixteen 
ordinary members; and that of the canonists twelve, 
plus a certain number of professors supranumerarii et 
extraordinariu This number appears considerable, 
especially when one recalls that at Bologna, as else- 
where, students and bachelors also took part in the 
instruction and had the right to lecture. 

The books explained in the ordinary and extraor- 
dinary courses were the different works of the corpia 
juri» of Justinian: the Codex ^ in the first place; then 

was rang at the CatliedEal. At Poitiers, in the siacteenth eentiiX7» 
there was a coone at five o'clock in the morning. 
^ The Codex of Jnstinian dates from 528L 
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the Digestum Vetus, the InforHahimf the Dfgestum 
Novum, in other words, the three parts which the 
glossarists, the Imerians, had distinguished as the 
Pandects or the Digest, the Institutes,^ the Authenticum 
or the Authentica; that is to say, extracts from the 
Novetlas Constitutincts;^ ijid, finally, what were called 
the Tres Iffnri, a collection composed of books 10, 11, 
and 12 of the Codex. 

Nearly all the sources of Roman law, then, were 
within the reach of the students. But was the study 
of common law, of modern law, completely forgotten 
by these Faculties which seem to have been chiefly 
a revival of the law schools of the Western Empire? 
No; since we find in the list of classic authors of 
the school of Montpellier, a book wholly unknown to 
Boman law, the Usus fevdorum, that is, a collection 
of feudal laws. So too, at Bologna, the study of the 
Constvtutiones of Frederick I, of Frederick II, and of 
Conrad, were gradually introduced.* 

I shall not reproduce in all their details the very 
precise indications afforded by contemporary docu- 
ments concerning the distribution of matters taught 
in the different courses. The statutes of Montpellier, 
like those 6i Bologna and Toulouse, determine with 
minute precision and tyrannous severity what works 
and what divisions of works shall be studied in both 
the ordinary and the extraordinary courses. They fix 

1 The Institates {irutitutUmes) date from 533, the same year as 
the Digest. 

3 Novellm corutitutiones, eoUection of the last eonstttutions by 
which Justinian had modified certain dispositions of his Ck>de of 
529, and which were not published until after his death. Each 
Novelle belonging to the Authenticum was called Authentictu 

* Sayigny, ch. zzi, IM. 
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the number of lectures to be devoted to each subject 
of instruction. Thus, at Toulouse, the first book of 
the Digeatum Vetus was to be read in thirteen days; 
the second, in twenty days; the third, in eighteen 
days, etc. The classic works were distinguished into 
ordinary and extraordinary books; the first were the 
Digestum Vetus and the CodeXj reserved for the ordi- 
nary courses; but extraordinary courses might be 
given even on the ordinary books. Another distinc- 
tion, which we find at Montpellier, if not at Bologna^ 
consisted in dividing the books into two parts; the 
extraordinary books themselves comprised a pars ordt- 
naria and a poo's extraordinaria, confided to different 
professors.^ At Toulouse and at Orleans it was only 
the ordinary books which were divided into two parts, 
each pars having the same importance. The regula- 
tions went still farther and put the professors under 
very close restrictions; the points (puncta taaata) at 
which they were to stop their explanations were de- 
termined for them in advance. ^* The taxatio puncta- 
rum," says M. Fournier, ''introduced into each part 
a new division, the object of which was to oblige the 
professors to teach a certain quantity of matters in a 
given time." This taxatio varied in each university. 
In general, the punctum comprised what the professor 
could read in the space of fourteen days of lectures 
(dies legibiles). It is easy to see that this taxatio 
punctorum had been devised in order to obviate the 

1 Hi. Fournier calls attention to the fact that at Montpellier the 
tendency was to abandon the traditional distinction of ordinary 
and extraordinary books, and to adopt another which, in all books, 
distinguished an ordinary part and an extraordinary part. 
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caprices or the negligence of masters.^ By thus 
binding them down to a far too rigid programme, 
assurance was at least gained that the programme 
would be accomplished. Great importance was at- 
tached to the observance of these rules. Professors 
were obliged to take the following oath: "I swear 
to read^ and to finish reading, within the times fixed 
by the statutes, the books or parts of books which 
have been assigned for my lectures." ■ Severe penal- 
ties were inflicted on those who had not finished their 
courses at the prescribed time. It is evident that no 
freedom was left to the professors of those days. One 
of the vices common to the instruction of the Middle 
Ages under all its forms, was that of subjecting the 
masters to rules too minute, too imperative, in such 
a way as to prevent all originality and engender a 
merely routine compliance with them. On the other 
hand, it must be acknowledged that the method pur- 
sued secured great order and regularity; it permitted 
no gaps in the instruction.' 

What methods were followed? "Sometimes," says 
Savigny, "the professors spoke extemporaneously and 
sometimes they read. Among the courses that have 
been preserved to us, there are certainly some that 
were improvised; thus, in those of Odofredus,* the 
vivacity and familiarity, but also the carelessness, of 
oral instruction are recognizable."' In any case the 

1 It seems that the ordinary oonrses only were subject to the 
oblifi^ation of the jntncto taxata, 

* U, Foamier, t. i, p. 63. 

> LihroB $VLO$ legent in ordt'ne, Hue sdltu. 

^ Odof redns tanght with distinction in Bologna sometime after 
Imerins. ^ Savigny, ch. xrili, 204. 
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instrueiioii was always oral; the profiBssars wete for* 
bidden to show their notes to the students or to allow 
them to read the notes. One detail niiich proves 
that the oonrses w^e not so monotDnoas as one might 
be tempted to beliere, is that the students might in« 
tempt the professors and ask them qaestians, a cos- 
torn much followed intheerening coarses, which thus 
became conferences rather than exclnsiToly didactic 
lectures. Another nsefol practice was tiiat of repeti- 
tions (r^petiHon/es).^ **We ordain," said the statutes 
of Montpellier, ''that all the professors (prdinarii vd 
extraordinarii) be bound to hold a repetition at least 
three times a year (ter repetere in omni anno).'^ At 
BoIognSy likewise, there were rtpetUianeM, to which 
the professor frequently relegated the examination 
of the quettUmes; that is, of the real or imaginary 
lawsuits which might be decided by the legal point 
examined in the course.' 

Finally, the disptUoHo, the argumentation, that 
fayorite exercise of the Middle Ages, also had its 
place in the Faculties of Law. ''The argumenta- 
tions, '^ says Sarigny, "could only be participated in 
by doctors, or by students aspiring to a salaried chair. 
All the bachelors might be present at the disputations, 

^ " A repetition/' says Savigny, ** was the detailed explanation 
of a text, witb the solution of all difficulties and the reply to all 
objections that it might raise." 

3 " The same usage existed everywhere. The statutes of 1303 of 
the University of Avignon, said: *The ordinary doctors of civil 
and of canon law shall make a formal repetition two months after 
the commencement of the course ' " (Foumier» § 11, p. SIS). The 
repetitions were sometimes entrusted to the doctors themselves 
(at Bologna), sometimes to the bachelors by preference (at Mont- 
peUier). 
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and all the students had the right of argumentation. 
The subject of the disputation was a point of law. . . . 
The argumentations lasted from Lent to Pentecost.''^ 

The duration of «the studies varied greatly from one 
university to another. At Montpellier, the regulation 
of 1339 declares that the students must be prevented 
from making too great haste to attain the baccalaureate 
and the doctorate (ne quis ctd baccoUariatum et mbse- 
quenter ad doctoratum nimis prapere pro$Uire audeat). 
Consequently, six years of study were required for the 
baccalaureate in civil law, and five for the doctorate: 
eleven years in all. It is true that dispensations 
might be granted by the Bishop of Maguelonne to 
bachelors who had distinguished themselves, after ^ 
three years of study. "At Bologna, '' says Savigny, 
"eight years were required to become a civil lawyer." 
Petrarch studied seven years at Montpellier and 
Bologna, and had finished his legal studies at twenty- 
two. But Petrarch was not an ordinary student, and 
it is certain that the great majority of his comrades 
took more time to reach the end of their scholastic 
life. 

How was the work of the students regulated in other 
respects? We have few details on this point. It is 
probable that the custom of writing during the courses 
was as prevalent as in our own day, if not still more 
so, on account of the scarcity of books.' But the 

1 Sarigny, ch. zzl, § 100. 

'The eonnes were moet often dictated. Even when it wu 
attempted, at happened more tlian onoe, eepedallj at Paria, to 
compel the professors to speak eztemporaneonsly, they were per- 
mitted to repeat twice what they said, so as to gire the students 
time to write. 



tM jUIBLASD 

regalations of Mon^pellier, like thoae of Toaiouse, 
while abomidiiig in "ymw^A^datifflw on many sub- 
jectSy for iiwtanee, on the duty of being present at 
Mass on Sundays, and at the annual Mass for the 
repose of the dead; on deoeney in clothing; on the 
prohibition against daneing outside of one's own 
house, gaming for money, etc.; are silent as to the 
obligations of students with regard to their personal 
tasks. Everything was comprehended, it appears, in 
following the courses (audire), and, when one had 
become a bachelor, in continuing to attend the lec- 
tures of the masters, and giving lectures in their turn 
(legere). 

TV 

A few words still remain to be said concerning the 
teaching of canon law, which, in most of the Facul- 
ties was done conjointly with that of civil law, but 
which, at Paris, was the especial object of legal 
study. 

If it were necessary to take the maxim of Seneca 
literally, ^^ Timeo hominem uniua librif" nothing could 
be more awe-inspiring than the Faculties of the Mid- 
dle Ages. As a matter of fact, hardly any of them 
had more than one book, or a single author, as the 
subject of study. The Faculty of Arts had Aristotle, 
the Faculty of Civil Law had the Corptia juris of 
Justinian, the Faculty of Canon Law had Gratian's 
Decretal. 

The study of canon law, which was at first consid- 
ered a part of the theological course of study, became 
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specialized after the appearance of the Decretal of 
Gratian, in 1151. And it is to be observed that for 
canon law^ as well as for civil law^ the incentive pro- 
ceeded from Bologna. Gratian, in fact, was a Bo- 
lognese monk. He made a compilation of the canons 
of the Councils, papal decrees, and extracts from the 
Fathers of the Church, and arranged these matters in 
an orderly and methodical manner. The spirit of his 
book could not but be agreeable to the Court of Borne, 
for Gratian, who was criticised in later times by the 
Gallicans, and notably by the Abb^ Fleury in the 
seventeenth century, ^'made the power of the Pope 
unlimited." ^ Hence his work was approved by Euge- 
nius III, and the School of Bologna, which was teach- 
ing Justinian law with great success, adopted also the 
Decretal of Gratian.' Thence it passed into the other 
universities. The Faculty of Paris took the name of 
Faculty of Decretal, and the work of the Bolognese 
monk became the basis of its instruction. 

The other books studied by the canonists were, in 
fact, mere complements of the Decretal : the DecretcUeSy 
the Sexta, the Clementines, The Decretals had been 
put together in 1234, in a collection of five volumes, 
by Raymond de Pennaf ort, General of the Dominicans, 
under the title of the Decretals of Chregory IX, or 
Extra; that is to say, aside from the decretals col- 
lected by Gratian. Boniface VIII, in 1298, added a 
sixth book, whence its name of Sexta. Finally, the 

1 Cre?ier, t i, p. 241. 

< From this time on Bologna had two schooU of law, the stndenta 
of which formed but one uniyereity, although they had distinct 
professors.. 
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CUmenHneSy which contained the letters of Clemtot V, 
were published in 1313. 

In the Facalty of Decretal, as in that of Civil 
LaWy there was a perpetual confusion of ordinary and 
extraordinary courses.* In early times, at Paris, it 
was enough to have been a civil lawyer for three 
years in order to be admitted as a student of canon 
law; but this condition was speedily abolished, be- 
cause it had the effect of excluding the members of 
religious orders, to whom the study of civil law was 
forbidden. In 1370, to become a bachelor it was 
necessary to have studied canon law during forty- 
eight months within the space of six years. At 
Bologna, says Savigny, six years of study were also 
required to become a canonist. 

The Faculty of Canon Law seems to have been one 
of those in which the studies were least difficult, and 
wherein professors and pupils had the most leisure. 
The holidays, so frequent in all the Faculties, were 
still more so for the decretists of Paris, who had, ac- 
cording to Thurot, in addition to the sixty feast days 
common to the whole university, thirty-four that were 
special to themselves.' In the statutes of Montpellier, 
which claimed, neverAeless, to reduce the number of 
holidays, " which have been recognized, '^ say they, " as 
chiefly occasions of expense,'' we find the long list 

^ At Bologna the ordinary lessons treated of the Decretum and 
the D^eretaU ; at Montpellier, all the books were used, sometimes 
in the ordinary ftnd sometimes in the extraordinary conrsea. At 
Bologna, in other words, snch or snch a book was considered fsnda- 
mental; at Montpellier the same book was interpreted in conraea 
of different aatores. * Thorot, p. 173. 
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of saints whose days the students were called upon to 
celebrate.^ But the ofGlcial holidays were far from 
being the only ones on which the professors of canon 
law absented themselves from their lectures. Little 
by little, they came to consider the doctorate as a sine- 
cure; they entrusted to bachelors the care of instruc* 
tion in their stead. " The Faculty of Decretali" says 
Thuroty ''was the most corrupt and yenal of all the 
Faculties; it had neither masters nor students : it had 
only sellers and buyers. '^ * The abuseij became so cry- 
ing in the sixteenth century, that the Parliament of 
Paris, in 1533, decided that thenceforward there 
should be but six doctor regents, who should be 
chosen by competition and obliged to give their lec- 
tures seriously. This was the *^ college eexviral,^ 
concerning which, ten years later, in spite of the 
reforms that had been wrought. Ramus was unsparing 
in his criticism. 

There is no disguising the fact that the doctors of 
law whether canonists or civil lawyers, rich ecclesias- 
tics or rich advocates, formed a class, a caste by them- 
selves, in the universities of the Middle Ages. One 
recalls what Pope Honorius said about their luxury. 
At Paris, in order to be a doctor of the Faculty of De- 
cretal, it was necessary to prove an income of eighty 
livres (about five hundred francs of our money). The 
decreHsU of Paris constituted a coUegiumf in imitation 

1 Founiier, t. ii, p. 68. At Bologna there were about thirty holi- 
days, indhi4iiig fifteen days at Easter, and eleven at Christmas. 
If no least day oocorred dozing the week, lessons were suspended 
on Thursday. * Thurot, p. 1S3. 
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of the colleges of Bologna, ex^trance to which was ex* 
tremely difficult. The doctors of Bologna bound them- 
selres by oath, towards the middle of the thirteenth 
century, not to confer the doctorate on any except 
their sons, their brothers, or their nephews, seeking 
thus to make it hereditary in their own families; and 
in spite of the Bector, and of the opposition of the 
inhabitants of the city, they more than once rejected 
fit candidates who had the misfortune of not being 
their relatives by blood or marriage. If masters of 
arts, and even theologians, occasionally showed little 
sympathy for the jurists, the latter repaid them with 
som,ething of disdain. They really considered them- 
selves as belonging to another race, these professors 
of law who, at Poitiers, for example, maintained that 
hereditary nobility even, was a prerogative of their 
position, and who added in their diffuse style: ''The 
texts of Boman law have always lavished the most 
honorable titles on the professors of law: they are 
spoken of as noble, as very noble, as magnificent, as 
ministers and priests of justice. . . . The emperors 
Theodosius and Yalentinian honored them, after 
twenty years of service, with the title of counts of 
the first rank. In the imperial chamber of Spires, 
doctors and nobles enjoy the same prerogatives.'' 
There was an evident pretension on the part of the 
doctors of law to place themselves above the rest. In 
those days of privilege men had not yet arrived at 
regarding equality as the rule both in scientific and 
in civil society; they had not as yet come to admit 
that in the Bepublic of Letters there is no primacy 
save such as belongs to knowledge and talent. And 
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particularly were they wanting in that ideal cherished 
by the modems, of an university wherein, no rivalry 
existing between Faculty and Faculty, the representa- 
tives of various orders of studies, in the most perfect 
solidarity and union, each in his own place and 
with equal rights, shall labor — for the diffusion of 
universal knowledge. 
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L UniftTonbla attitude of the Middle Ages toward medical ftodiea 
— Ezperieiice neglected — Nevertheleas an important moTement 
in medical stndiea began at Salerno— The Abbey of Monte- 
Cassino— Gonstantine the African and hia influence— The stat- 
utes of King Roger n and of the Emperor Frederick 11— The 
School of Montpellier— Importance of this uniyersitj— Inflii> 
ence of Arabian Medicine — Italian physicians in France— IL 
Books and Metiiods — Theoretic teaching— Hippocrates and 
Galen — Salemitan books — Other modem text-books — Odd pro- 
hibitions— Medicines for the Soul applied first— Lack of prao- 
tlcal teaohing^Dissection rare— Surgery despised. 



Medical stadies doubtless resulted in nothing vexy 
brilliant during the Middle Ages. The reviyal of ex- 
perimental methods and the coining of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries were necessary before seri- 
ous physiological studies modified and transformed 
the art of healing, or, at least, the treatment of 
disease. Although, in his letters patent of 1396^ 
relating to the University of Montpellier, Charles VI| 
King of France, had already declared that '^ Experi- 
ence is the mistress of sciences, especially of medical 
science,"' yet experience gained little honor in an 

1 " . . . S^^rientia qim in facto medicinaii prmHrtim r9$ u^ 
magUtra, ..." (Foumier, t. U, p. 163.) 
240 



THE FACULTIES OF MEDICINS 241 

age when the authority of Aristotle outweighed the 
authority of nature. Consequently, medical instruc- 
tion lagged along in the rut of routine, repeating the 
lessons of Hippocrates and Galen, and as much en- 
slaved to commenting on the texts of Greek or Alex- 
andrian medicine, as juridical instruction was to the 
task of explaining the monuments of Eoman law. 

Moreover, it must not be forgotten that the religious 
and mystical spirit of the Middle Ages, which was too 
frequently inclined to see in maladies the signs of 
divine wrath, and to look to the divine will alone for 
their cure, placed more reliance on spiritual succor, 
or the intervention of the terrestrial representatives 
of the Deity, than on the healing virtues of human 
scieuce. Jesus, healing the sick by the imposition of 
His hands, giving sight to the blind, movement to 
paralytics, and by invoking the living God, restoring 
the dead to life in the name of His Father, seemed to 
have announced to the world that prayer and faith were 
the best and most powerful remedies against human 
infirmities.^ Hence kings, the delegates of Divine 
power, attributed to themselves the power to cure 
scrofulous and other diseased persons simply by touch- 
ing them. The monks, not disdainful of medicine, 
and joining that mode of action to all others, yet 
recommended prayer, pilgrimages to places of devo- 
tion, and visits to the relics of saints first of all. 

And yet, in spite of all prejudices to the contrary, 
medical instruction was given in the Middle Ages. 
The majority of the universities had their Faculty of 

^Lteroiz, Sciencu et arts au moyen Sge, Paris, Didot, 1887. 
8ei€ne99 midicaie$, p. 149. 
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Medicine. In Italy^ Salerno and Naples, Plaisanoe, 
ArezzOy Borne, Perngiay Treviso, Pisa, Plorence, Siena^ 
Pavia, Ferrara; in France, Paris, Montpellier, Tou- 
louse, Avignon, Cahors, Orenoble, Perpignan, Orange ; 
in England, Oxford; in Ireland, Dublin; in Spain, 
Salamanca, Lerida, Huesca; in Portugal, Coimbra; in 
Austria, Prague, Cracow, Of en; in Qermany, Heidel- 
berg, Erfurt ; more than than thirty cities, in a word, 
have had regular bodies of medical professors ever 
since the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 

To explain this movement, apparently so consider- 
able, notice must be taken of a multitude of en- 
tirely independent efforts; nor must we forget the 
influence exerted by Arabian medicine. But it re- 
mains none the less true, that there was an initial 
centre of action for medicine, as well as for philosophy, 
the arts, and law. The impulse came first of all from 
a city, — Salerno; and in that city from a man, — 
Gonstantine, surnamed the African, who merits, all 
things considered, to be placed in the same rank as 
the other two great initiators of university instruc- 
tion, Abelard and Irnerius. 

it is indisputable that the school of Salerno was 
a source of medical studies in the Middle Ages,.^>iM 
medidnce, as Petrarch said. And it must be noticed 
at once that this school was never erected into a 
university. Only a few miles distant from the city 
of Naples, it was, one might say, incorporated with 
the University of Naples ; it became a sort of detached 
member .when the latter was organized by the Emperor 
Frederick II, in 1224 

Let me briefly recall the history of the school of 
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Salerno/ since for medicine it has been wliat Bologna 
was for law and Paris for philosophy. It seems that 
its first beginnings must be sought for in the Abbey 
of Monte-Cassino, founded by the Benedictines in 
528, at some distance from Salerno. Medicine was 
studied in this monastery with marked devotion. 
The monks copied and recopied the works of Hippo- 
crates and Galen, which had been translated into Latin 
as early, as the sixth century. The abbots of Monte- 
Cassino were distinguished for their medical knowl* 
edge. About 856> Bertharius compiled a summary 
of hygienic rules; after him, Alphanus wrote a 
book on The Union of Soul and Body, and another 
entitled The Four Humor»; finally, Pope Victor HI 
(1085), who had been previously abbot of Monte- 
Cassino, is reputed to have been medicinoB pertHssimtu, 
7rom the monastery of Monte-Cassino the taste for 
medical studies spread as f ar aa Salerno; and by the 
eleventh century, the little town had become an in- 
tellectual centre which attracted students from all 
parts of Western Europe. ^'I think,'' says Laurie, 
''that the school of Salerno may be considered as 
having been a public school from 1060, and a privi- 
leged school after 1100." ' It was in the latter year 
that the physicians of Salerno, styling themselves 
tota echola SaUmi, dedicated to the Eling of Sngland 
their celebrated rules of health, written in Latin 
verse. It is indubitable, and the fact deserves notice^ 
that medical studies were the first that formed a 

1 See Laurie, op, eit,, Lecture Vn. 

* The ichool seems to me to hare been chiefly organised after the 
Normans had conqnered Salerno, that is, after 1070. 
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regular centre of iiiBtniction in the Middle Ages ; the 
schools of Bologna and PariS| in &cty date from the 
twelfth centmy only. 

But, as I have said, the honor of making known the 
school of Salerno, of giving it by his personal labors 
a yigorous impulse toward higher studies, and of 
being, in a word, its veritable founder, was reserved 
for one man. Constantino, sumamed the African, 
whose works we shall presently find inscribed on the 
programmes of the French medical faculties, was a 
remarkable man for his time. Bom at Carthage, in 
the first half of the eleventh century, he travelled 
throughout the East, studied in Babylon, visited India 
and Egypt, and finally established himself in Carthage 
as a physician. But, for one reason or another, per- 
haps because his compatriots accused him of sorcery, 
— an accusation seldom spared the physicians of that 
age, — he took refuge in Salerno about the year 1063. 
There he became the secretary and favorite of the 
Norman, Robert Guiscard, who had just seized pos- 
session of Southern Italy .^ Finally he retired to 
Monte-Cassino, where he died in 1087. Constantino 
composed a considerable number of works, some of 
them original, some mere translations ; among others, 
the Viaticum, translated from the Arabian physician, 
Ysaac, which found its way later into all the schools. 

The favor extended to Constantine by Robert Guis- 
card was not improbably connected with the protec- 
tion granted to the school of Salerno by the Norman 
conqueror, who conferred on it privileges that were 
confirmed by his successors. Some years later, in 

1 IKobert auiscard (1015-1065). 
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1137, B(^r 11, King of Sicily, regulated for the first 
time, as it seems, the professional examinations in 
medicine. The doctors of the school, aided by the 
royal assessors, constituted the jury, and conferred 
the license — not the right to teach, but the right to 
practise medicine (licerUia medendi). Any person 
pretending to exercise the medical art without having 
obtained this license, was punished by the confisca- 
tion of his property and a year's imprisonment The 
edict of King Koger said that these measures were 
taken in order to prevent ne in regno nostra suljecti 
periditentur imperitia medicorum. 

Statutes analogous to this were promulgated in 
1247 by the Emperor Frederick II, then master of 
Southern Italy. Salerno, thenceforward attached to 
the University of Naples, remained the privileged 
school of medicine.^ Those desiring to pursue a 
course of medical study, which lasted for five years, 
must have already followed a course of logic for three 
years in the school of arts. Moreover, after the five 
years employed in studying medicine and surgery, 
"which is," say the statutes, "a part of medicine," 
the new doctor was bound, for still another year, not 
to practise his art except under the supervision (cum 
consUio) of an experienced physician. Doctors were 
enjoined to give advice to the poor gratuitously ; and 
also to visit their patients twice every day and once 
during the night. The imperial edict also fixed the 
charge for these visits, when they were to be paid 

1 See the text in Duboulay, t. iii, p. 159. . . . **Nullu» in medU 
eina vel in ehirurgia ni$i apu4 Balemum vel Nmpoletn legat f^ 
reginQ,** 
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for. Other Tery detailed rules were established relat* 
ing to the sale of medicines. The books to be studied 
were those of Hippocrates and Galen. 

SalemOy then, was the initiator of medical studies 
in the Middle Ages. These studies were held in suoh 
honor that even women pursued them, thus taking 
precedence of the doctresses of the nineteenth century. 
Mr. Laurie mentions Sichelgaita, a sister of Gisulf e, 
Duke of Salerno before the Norman Conquest, who 
''had a medical reputation, especially in the depart- 
ment of poisons.'' The reputation of Salerno was 
European. In 1090, Duke Robert, brother of William 
the Conqueror, repaired thither on his return from 
the Crusade, in order to be healed of a grievous 
wound. 

But while Salerno was flourishing in Italy, and 
by its direct influence leading to the foundation of 
Faculties of Medicine in a great number of Italian 
universities, another school, that of Montpellier, was 
developing in France, chiefly under the influence of 
Spanish and Arabian medicine^ The first statutes of 
the Montpellier Faculty of Medicine date from 1220,^ 
about the same time that the statutes of Frederick II 
were issued for Salerno. But in these very statutes 
it is said that instruction in medical science had long 
been held in honor at Montpellier, and had diffused 
its benefits throughout all parts of the world. 

The conditions at Montpellier were specially favor- 
able to its becoming a centre of university studies. 

I It WM Cardinal Conrad, the Pope's legate, who drew up these 
statates. Others were drawn up in 1240 and in 1340 (see Fonmier, 
%, U, pp. 4, 7, «|). 
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Piom early times a commercial rendezvous, where 
Ohristiaiis and Saracens, Arabs from Spain and mer- 
chants from Lombardy, came to traffic, it displayed 
hospitality to foreigners, and the learned men of Italy 
and Spain followed the traders thither. ^' Those who 
oame from Spain," says M. Croiset, ''were chiefly 
Jewish physicians. Montpellier was at that period 
one of those* cities in the world where they had the 
greatest chance of living a quiet life. Commerce had 
introduced a relative tolerance in manners and cus- 
toms which was greatly to their advantage. Disciples 
of Avicenna and Averro^, they brought with them an 
Arabian science wholly permeated with Oreek tradi- 
tion. Thanks to their influence, Montpellier, from 
the twelfth century, had a medical reputation.''^ 
This reputation increased as time went on ; and '' while 
the school of Salerno became extinct, Montpellier has 
remained great throughout the ages." * The medical 
diplomas of Montpellier are still esteemed by foreign- 
ers. Kabelais took his degrees there in the sixteenth 
century. Locke went there to study in the seventeenth. 
Throughout the Middle Ages the reputation of Mont- 
pellier, like that of Salerno, was universal. ''It is 
at Montpellier," wrote Charles the Bad, King of 
Navarre, in the fourteenth century, "that common 
opinion locates the source of medical science ; and it 
is for that reason that popes and kingd summon its 
masters to come and heal them." It was Montpellier 

^ Let Fttes du Centeviaire d$ Montpellier, 1,889. Disooart de M. 
Croiset. 

s Ibid. Diaconn de IL Oaodenxi, prof euor of the Unlvexiitj of 
Bologna. 
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tliat Charles YI, in his Letters Patent of 1396^ called 
the source {fon9 originalis) of medical science. It 
was a professor of Montpellier, Guy de Chauliacy who 
published in the fourteenth centurj (1363) his Cfrande 
Chirurgie, of which Victor Leclerc has said that it 
'< marked a notable progress in studies based on the 
obserration of nature." ^ 

Does it follow that Italian influence did not make 
itself felt in Montpellier and other Faculties of 
medicine in the west of Europe ? No ; in what con- 
cerns surgery especially^ that influence is manifest. 
Guy de Chauliac, whom I have just cited, had studied 
at Bologna. Says Littr^: '^ There is a fact worthy of 
attention in the history of surgery in France during 
the second half of the thirteentii century. A number 
of Italian doctors, who were at once physicians and 
surgeons, haying abandoned their country in conse- 
quence of the troubles occasioned by the rivalries of 
the Guelphs and Ghibellines, took refuge on French 
soil, and brought thither the doctrines and works of 
Albou Kasis,' that famous Arabian physician, bom 
in Spain, who is regarded as the restorer of surgi- 
cal science. This importation seems to date from 
the arrival in Paris of a doctor from the school 
of Salerno, Boger of Salerno, or Roger of Pamuu"* 

^Guy de Chanliac published his book under this title: JnMfi- 
twrium $ive colUctorium partU chirurgiccUis medicinm. In 1092 
this work was translated into French under the title of Grande 
Chirurgie. 

* Albon Kasis died in 1107, aathor of seyeral works on medicine 
and surgery which hare been seyeral times translated into Latin. 
From the fourteenth century his authority was quoted in France as 
equal to that of Hippocrates and Gtalen. 

* * 'After him came suooessiTely to France, Bruno of Calabria, 



THS FACULTIES OF HEDICI5E 249 

It luus been claimed^ bat not proven, that Roger of 
Parma (died about 1280) must have been Chancellor 
of the University of Montpellier. And this impor- 
tation of Italian science was not without its uses in 
reanimating and enlightening French surgery, if we 
may believe Lanf ranc of Milan, who, on his arrival 
in France, about 1290, said that '^ French surgeons 
were real bunglers, and so ignorant that one could 
scarcely find a rational surgeon among them.'^ ^ An- 
other French physician of the end of the thirteenth 
century, who had studied at Salerno,' John of St 
Paul. Others had doubtless done the same; and, 
in any case, it is easy to see, in the writings of the 
French physicians of the thirteenth century, that all 
of them quote with respect and admiration the author- 
ities of the School of Salerno, not merely Oonstan- 
tine and Ysaac, but Nicolas, Bomuald, Bartholomans, 
and many others. 

Let me attempt a brief sketch of the studies pur- 
sued in the medical schools of the Middle Ages, and, 
in the first place, of the theoretical instruction given 
therein. The most precise indication of the works 
that served as text-books for the professors of medicine 
is found in a biQl of Clement Y (1309), concernrag the 
authors to be studied and the forms to be observed 
in conferring degrees in the Faculty of Medicine at 
Montpellier.' Another document, somewhat earlier 
than this (1270-1274), a regulation determining the 

Lat&frano of BfUan, ThaddeoB ol Bologna. . . .** And Litfcr€ dtet 
eight additional names, "without counting other lesa known 
authors ** {BUMn tUt^raire de la Francey t. xzi, p. 014). 

^ Jhid,, p. 617. s IHd., p. 40B. • FoBni«r, t. ii> p. 21. 
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of a license in medicine and the antiiOTS 
to be stodied in the Faculty of Medicine at Paris, 
pzores that the progzammes and zegalatums were 
erezywhere the same.^ 

Hippocrates and Gkdenarealways the basis of the in- 
struction given ; their principal works are enumerated 
under the titles giren by their Latin translators.' 
Greek, as is known, was not much cultirated in. the 
Middle Ages; and possibly it is not erroneously re-, 
lated of Babelais, who studied medicine at Montpellier 
from 1520 to 1530, that he was the first among his 
comrades who had read and interpreted the text of 
the Greek physicians. By the side of Hippocrates 
and Ckden, those two Aristotles of medicine, the pro- 
grammes of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries 
find a place for modem authors. First comes Ck}n* 
stantine, the master of Salemo, with his original 
works and his translations from Arabian physicians. 
Among these were his Viaticum, and the Theorioa €t 
pratica^ from the Arabic of Hali-Abbas. Then follows 
Bhaz^s, sumamed '^ the observer '' (850-953), who had 
been a doctor in the hospital of Bagdad; the Persian 
Avicenna (980- ), who was called the '' prince of 
doctors,'' but whose works were little more than a 
compilation of the ideas of Galen; Ysaac, who had 
written several treatises in Arabic, most of them 
translated by Constantine, among others, the DiaUi 



* ChartulaHum Univ, ParU,^ t. i» p. 617. 

<Qf Hinpocxates, the books of tho PronoMsorum and tlia 
Aphoriifnorum ; of Gal«n, the following: Z)e Con^^UxknUbuit JH 
MdliHa cofftpUxUmU diver$m, J>e Simplici medicina, De Mwbo ef 
AeddtnUt D$ 0ri9U et CriticU dUbus. 
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univendles et parHculare$f annotated by a fiunons do<v 
tor of the Paris Universityy John of St. ijnand (died 
about 1300); and the lAber Febrium;^ Johanniens, 
another Arabian physician, author of. a work on the 
pulse; Nicolas, a doctor of Salerno, whose AnHdo^ 
ta/rium ' was a classic, and who came to France in the 
thirteenth century. 

Judging from this list of standard medical authors, 
the influence of the Arabs must have been at least 
equal to that of the Greeks in the medical schools of 
the Middle Ages.' Mussulman ciyilization has exerted 
an influence on the civilization of Christianity whose 
importance has not been su£&ciently recognized. It is 
rather significant to observe that in the programme 
of the Faculty of Paris for 1270, neither Hippocrates 
nor Qslen is named, nor is any allusion made to the 
two famous Oreek physicians. 

According to the regulation of 1272, the bachelor 
who desired to obtain his license must prove that he 
had attended the medical courses for five years, if he 
had been already licensed in arts, and six y^rs if the 
contrary were the case. Nothing is said of the bac- 
calaureate. But it is known from other documents 

^ Th9 Diitm parHouiares are inscribed on the piogxamme of 
Paris; the Liber Fehrium on that of Montpellier. 

* Antidotarium, which seems properly to signify the "Book of 
Antidotes," the coonter-poisons, became in the IMDiddle Agesssmony- 
mous with the " Book of Medicaments." Bliax^ aSao had written 
an Antidotarium, John of Bt. Amand annotated both of these 
works. 

* I have mentioned aU of them, excepting a work studied at 
Paris and Montpellier, the Liber urinartimf whose aathor, Th^ 
phile, is unknown to as ; and also the Versui Egidii. Egidins of 
Corbeil taught medicine at Paris under PhiUp Augustus. 
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of the same period that the nonnal duration of 
medical stadies in their totality was nine jears.^ At 
Hontpellier, the statutes of 1340 required twenty-four 
months of study for the baccalaureate;' in other 
wordSi three yearSi each scholastic year counting eight 
months only, by reason of holidays and vacations ; * 
the licentiateship or the doctorate demanded five or 
six years more. Babelais in the sixteenth century 
took a still longer time: a bachelor in 1630, he was 
not a doctor until 1637 ; but Babelais was an erratic 
student, who wrote one part of his Pantagrud in the 
intervsd between his two diplomas. 

The distribution of lessons and the order for the 
reading and explanation of texts seem to have been 
regulated with less precision and severity in the 
Faculty of Medicine than in that of Law. We know 
that lessons were given ordinovrU and cur$orQ; ^ that 
there were diBputationes and r^petUiont^ ;* and that 
here as everywhere, the instruction was a literal in- 
terpretation of hallowed texts rather than an appeal 
to experience and the individual judgment of the 
pupils. <<I copied," relates Flatter, a student of 
Montpellier, in the sixteenth century, '^ the lod com- 
mun€9 in toita medidna; I tabtdated the most important 
books of Galen. Once my comrades and I spent the 
night in copying a book, de componendia medkamerUit. 

^At Montpellier the same, or nearly tbe same, rules existed: 
quinqiie anni$ »i in partibu* magUtri veiitawt oLioquin per §ez 
anno$ (Foamier, t. ii, p. 21). 

* Grevier, t. ii, p. 03. * Fonmier, t. ii, p. 71. 

* See the regulation already dted, of 1270: "Forma auditUmit 
librorum est quod hachalariui debet audiviae bis artem medicinm 
or dinar ia et eemel cureoria. . . .'' * Foamier, t. ii, p. 70. 
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We T^ere caiefal not to omit a recipe for making the 
hair grow. Beardless as yet, we thought mustaches 
would give us a more respectable appearance." ^ 

Texts and their explanations to be listened to ; texts 
to copy and recopy; in a word, a book education; 
such the character of medical instruction remained at 
the height of the Benaissanoe. 

I have already had occasion to say that the uni* 
Tersities of the Middle Ages had almost no idea of 
the mutual service which could be rendered by the 
different orders of studies, and barely suspected the 
solidarity of the sciences. A curious decree of 
ihe Montpellier statutes for 1340, affords another 
proof of this : ''We hare decided that no master shall 
read or permit to be read in the medical schools any 
book of grammar or logic" ; so far so good; but what 
is to be said of the end of this prohibition? ''Nor 
any book of natural science except De AnimdlibtisJ* * 

Another citation from the same regpilations wUl 
show how completely medicine in those days subordi- 
nated itself to religion, belieying that it could not do 
its work efficaciously unless it were aided by the 
medicine of souls: "As bodily^evils sometimes pro- 
ceed from sin, and as Ood said to the sick man whom 
He cured: 'Go, and sin no more, lest a worse evil 
befall thee,' we ordain that when a master is called 
to a sick person in a critical condition, or suffering 
from a continuous fever, he shall in the first place 
couiisel the patient to have the physicians of the 
soul summoned, so that, the spiritual safety of the 
sick person being already assured, he may afterwards 

^ VaUndgoe, cp, ci<., p. 22. > Foarnier, t. U, p. 70. 
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proceed with more suocess to the remedies of bodily 
medicine." * 

The regulations, and notably those of Montpellier, 
forbade the practice of medicine before the course of 
study had been completed and the doctor's degree 
obtained. But these prohibitions were not much ob- 
served. The newest and most inexperienced bachelors 
practised their art (and Crevier testifies that the case 
was the same at Parish *' without hindtancei although 
without legal authorization."' At Montpellier still 
greater laxness was displayed ; bachelors were author- 
ized to practise medicine, with the bizarre restriction, 
which proves a certain contempt for countrymen, that 
they should bind themselves by oath not to do so 
except outside of the city and its suburbs; thus 
making a sort of first trial of their skill or their 
clumsiness in anima vUi; whence the custom, the 
knowledge of which has been preserved by the histo- 
rians of the University of Montpellier, that when the 
promotions to the baccalaureate were made, each new 
bachelor in medicine was received by his comrades 
with blows, and cries of ^^Vade et occuZe, Cain!^* 

Was there in the Middle Ages, in addition to a 
very insufficient theoretical instruction based on the 
hypotheses of ancient medicine, a practical instruc- 
tion such as presupposes either anatomical study of the 
cadaver, or clinical lessons given in hospitals beside 
the beds of the sick ? Oiven the intellectual habits 
of the Middle Ages, we shall not be surprised to find 
that in this respect medical apprenticeship was ex- 
tremely incomplete. It appears that the only custom 

^ VMintor, t. ii, p. ST. sCzevier, t il, p. fiS. 
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akin to what we nowadays call the olinioi was the 
term of probation imposed at Salerno and other schools 
on yonng doctors who had taken their degrees, bnt 
were forbidden to practise their art for one or two 
years except under the surveillance and tutelage of 
an experienced physician.^ As to anatomy, it was 
still in its infancy.' A dissection was a rare event 
At Montpellier/the statutes of 1340 provide that there 
shall be a dissection once every two years.* In 1396 
the letters patent of King Charles YI ordained that 
there should be delivered every year to the faculty 
of medicine, for purposes of anatomical study, the 
cadaver of a criminal, ^'of either sex or of any class, 
hanged, drowned, or slain in any other manner after 
legal condemnation." ^ The corpse of the criminal, 
after dissection, was buried with all the rites and cere- 
monies of religion. 

It was not in Moli^re's time only that dissections 
became a real spectacle, to which even ladies thronged 
as to a festival.' At Hontpellier the spectators usually 
included not merely the students, but a great number 
of curious persons, citizens, nobles, and even women, 
although it might be the cadaver of a man that was 
to be dissected. Many monks went likewise. The 

1 At Paris, before preeenthig bimseU lor the Ueeose, a liadielor 
miist have practiaed medicine during two snmmen nnder the gnid- 
anee of a master regent. 

tit most not be forgotten that the Arabe, whose labors, as we 
have seen, bad so great an inflnenoe npon European medicine, for^ 
bade the stndy of anatomy through religions scmplesb 

'Those of the Facnltj of Paris for 1600 say there shall be two 
anatomical sianoea each year. ^ Fonmier, t. U, p. 208. 

*8ee Moli^re, Le Mdla4e ImagiiMire. 
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diflsectioQ was presided oyer by a professor; the scalpel 
was handled by a barber, the surgeon of those days. 
The cost of the operation was defrayed by the stu- 
dents.^ 

Even in the sixteenth century^ dissections seldom 
took place more than once a year. And yet the 
following anecdote, related by Platter, proves that 
the students were desirous of instruction, and, know- 
ing the value of researches made on the human body, 
asked nothing better than to be put in the presence 
of cadavers:' ''We went," he says, ''to disinter 
secretly, in adjacent cemeteries, the dead who had 
been buried the same day. . . . My first expedition 
of the sort occurred on December 11, 1664. ... At 
midnight, well armed, and observing the most pro- 
found silence, we repaired to the cemetery of St. 
Denis ; we disinterred a body, employing nothing but 
our hands, because the earth had not had time enough 
yet to harden. Then we drew out the corpse by 
means of a cord, wrapped it in our mantles, and 
carried it on two sticks to the entrance of the city. 
There we rapped on the wicket; an old porter pre- 
sented himself, and opened it; we asked for some- 
thing to drink, and while he went for wine, three of 
us brought in the corpse, and carried it to the neigh- 
boring house of one of our comrades. Afterwards the 
monks of St. Denis were obliged to guard their ceme- 
tery, and they shot arrows from their windows at the 
students who came there." 

What clearly demonstrates the state of inferiority 

1 putter, in hia account of his stay at MontpeUier, quoted hj 
Talabrefne, op. ett,, p. Si. • Jftitf., p. 26. 
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in wbich the practical study of medicine remained 
throughout the Middle Aged, is the disdain expressed 
for surgery, which was considered a mean handicraft, 
and abandoned to barbers. In 1600, at the time of 
the reform of the University of Paris by Henry IV, 
surgeons were still excluded from the degrees of the 
Faculty of Medicine, or were admitted to them only 
on swearing that they would not practise surgery 
thereafter. 

Actual study, then, was restricted within the nar- 
rowest limits in the Faculties of Medicine. Even at 
Paris, after several centuries of development, there 
was in 1600 only one professor to teach both anatomy 
and botany.^ The Faculty of Medicine which, by 
the very nature of its studies should have avoided 
and^ withdrawn completely from the dialectical fury 
and mania for discussion which were the great curse 
of mediaval instruction, was attacked by the same 
malady as the other Faculties. Thurot says: ^'It 
attached much more importance to disputations than 
to lessons.''* The ordinary disputations took place 

1 «< As OUT dty/* laid a physieian of MontpelUer, " was the first 
where pahUc demonstratloiis in anatomy were givenj so it has been 
the first to g^ve pnblie lessons in botany, and to possess a royal 
garden of medicinal plants" (Astroo — M4moire$t p* 67). The 
Montpellier Garden of Plants was not organized until 1593, after 
those of Pisa (1M6), Leyden (1577), and Leipsic (1579). 

* Thnrot, op. eit, p. 19T. The lessons were greatly neglected, 
neither masters nor students forcing themselyes to pursue them 
regularly. ** The statutes of 1660 limit themselyes to saying : " Stu- 
dents shall frequently be present at the pubUc lessons." One 
Faculty of Medioine» that of Poitiers, during seyeral centuries con- 
fined itself to oonf erring degrees, without glying any instmctioa 
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every Monday and Taesday from All Saints' Day 
until Lent ; that is, during three or four months. In 
addition to these, there was one disputation more 
formal than the others, called qutocUlbitaire, because 
it might relate indifferently to any subject ; and each 
master was obliged to take part in it in his turn, 
under penalty of deposition. The supreme end to be 
attained was not the acquirement of positive knowl- 
edge, but skill in dialectic. The idea that man is 
made to reason, to be a perpetual dialectician, even 
in medicine, dominated the human mind ; and people 
seemed to think that syllogisms were good for every- 
thing, even disease ! 

Such a programme of sWdies could hardly form any 
but mediocre practitioners. Doubtless there were ex- 
ceptions ; and I would not say that all physicians of 
the Middle Ages deserved the raillery and insults 
lavished on them by Petrarch in the pamphlet en- 
titled, InvecHvcB against a Fkysician. Nevertheless, 
it is probable there was some truth in the unfavor- 
able portrait of the doctors of his day, drawn by 
the same Petrarch, in a letter to Boccaccio, wherein 
he reproached them, not merely with their noisy 
charlatanism, but the deadly effects of their inca- 
pacity. "They never appear in public," says he^ 
"without being superbly dressed, mounted on mag- 
nificent horses, and wearing golden spurs I . . . Next 
thing you know," he adds, mingling hyperbole with 
his irony, "they will arrogate the honors of a tri- 
umph! And, in fact, they deserve it; for there is 
not one among them who has not killed at least five 
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tiiousand men, and that is the required number to 
entitle one to those honors ! '' ^ 

There is, of course, no more reason for taking these 
declamatory exaggerations of Petrarch literally, than 
there would be for subscribing to all the jests of 
Moli^re against the Diafoirus and the Furgons of 
the seventeenth century. It would be especially un« 
just to hold responsible for the universal errors, of 
which they were themselves victims, those men of 
the Middle Ages who devoted themselves to the art 
of healing their fellows, so far as they were able to 
acquire it. It was not their fault if the general system 
of study rendered them more apt at distinguishing 
the premises and consequences of a train of reason- 
ing than in diagnosing disease ; more skilful in man- 
aging an argument than handling the scalpel and the 
bistoury. To be just, we must take into consideration 
the fact that the profession of medicine, difficult and 
dangerous at all times, was especially so at a time 
when hygiene was a thing almost unknown, and epi- 
demics raged with violence. One is glad to recall, as 
one instance, that at the time of the plague of 1533 . 
at Montpellier the doctors of that city did their duty 
bravely, and paid a heavy tribute to death by expos- 
ing themselves to contagion. 

I <)iio(ad by Renaa, Av^rroU, p. 988. 
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CHAPTER I 

MANNSBS AND HABITS OF STU0Ein:S AND TEACHERS 

I. Admiration excited among contemporaries — Testimony of 
John of SaliAbory and Petrarch — Habits of the Students ~ Ei^er- 
ness for study — Privations endnred — Relations between sto- 
dents and masters— Student guilds and associations— Mutual 
assistance — Tendency towards equality — U. Frequency of 
disorder in the uniyersity associations— Quarrels between stu- 
dents—With masters— With citizens— Turbulent and bluster- 
ing humor — Examples of riots — Licentiousness of the scholastic 
life — Lack of elegance and eyen of cleanliness — Ascetic rules 
— An oppressiye system finally substituted for the original liberty 
— Discipline of the rod— III. The masters— Habits of pedan- 
try—Some irregularities of conduct— Teachers too dependent 
on students — Appointed and chosen by them — Salaries of the 
masters — Their poverty — Consequences of this — Celibacy. 

Beforb leaving the uniyersities of the Middle Ages, 
we xntist take a last glance at the internal life of 
these assemblages of students and masters which^ in 
certain cities, had acquired proportions so consider- 
able. What were their manners and customs, their 
qualities and defects ? What was their general spirit? 
How was their influence shown in their prosperous 
days before they dwindled into feeble institutions 
from which life gradually departed, leaving the move- 
ment of thought to slip insensibly out of their hands 
in order to renew itself beyond them ; until, reaching 
their last stage of decay, they were destined either- 

268 
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to disappear or be transformed, that they might be 
bom anew under the same title, but in forms and 
conditions more conformable to the requirements of 
the modem spirit ? 



The first thing to be noted is the enthusiastic 
admiration aroused in those who visited them or who 
studied there, by these leamed cities, these ''Latin 
quarters,'' where nothing was taught or spoken save 
in Latin, and which were scattered here and there 
amidst the uncultivated and barbarous society of the 
Middle Ages like oases in a desert Nothing proves 
more conclusively how well the old universities, in 
spite of their admitted faults, responded to the aspi- 
rations and necessities of their times. Here, for 
example, is John of Salisbury, in 1167, saluting 
France with veneration as the most hospitable, the 
most civilized of Nations (omnium miHssima et dvUia- 
sima fuxtionum). "I saw at Paris,'' he says, ''abun- 
dance of life, popular joy, life respected, a crowd 
of philosophers absorbed in various occupations. I 
seemed to behold Jacob's ladder, with the angels 
ascending and descending on it."^ And here is 
Petrarch, in the fourteenth century, recalling in his 
old age, the delightful memories which Montpellier 
had impressed upon his youth: "On passing out of 
childhood, I spent four years at Montpellier, at 
that time a very flourishing city. What tranquillity 
reigned there I What peace ! What riches were pos* 

^Qhartularium Univ. ParU., 1. 1, ^ 17. 
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sessed by the merohants ! Wliat a crowd of stu- 
dents! What an abundance of masters.''^ 

As Savigny has very justly remarked, the uni- 
versities of the Middle Ages owed their special 
importance to the fact of their taking a much more 
considerable share in education than is done by the 
universities of our own day. '^ They had not to dread 
the competition of the gymnasia^ or the multitude of 
books now published everywhere. Moreover, the scho- 
lastic period was much longer and the students often 
of riper years. Bishops were sometimes seen attend- 
ing the courses, their rank, functions, and dignity 
lending an ^clat to the imiversity of which they are 
now deprived."* The universities were not merely, 
as at present, schools of higher education croif ning 
a system of pedagogic institutions ; they were the 
only schools, the only places in the world, where men 
could study or exercise their minds with a certain 
degree of freedom. With what joyful enthusiasm 
must young men, eager for instruction, and glad of 
an opportunity to acquire learning without immuring 
themselves in monasteries or submitting to the clois- 
tral yoke, have hastened toward renowned masters 
whose reputation had penetrated even to distant 
lands! Then again in an age disturbed by con- 
tinual wars and unprovided with a regular police, 
what good fortune it must have seemed, to find in 
large and well-provided cities, under the protection 
and safeguard of public authorities, safe places, asy- 
lums as it were, where studies might be pursued 

1 Petr&rch» Rer. Sen., Lib. z, Epist. 2. 
* Sayigny, op, ci<., chap, zzi, { 5S. 
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unmolestedy and wherci thanks to innnmezable priyi- 
leges, they were honored and respected. 

In such a time as ours, when so many &cilitie8 are 
offered to all who desire to study^ and when^ so far 
as instruction goes, the supply certainly outruns the 
demand, it is not easy to form an adequate notion of 
the spontaneity and ardent zeal for study which ani- 
mated the thousands of young men who formed the 
audiences at the medisBYal universities. At present, 
it is most frequently the social condition of young 
men, their birth and fortune, which destines them, 
and often without any strong bent, and invUd Min- 
ervd, to pursue the courses of superior instruction. In 
the Middle Ages the students were all volunteers of 
science: none frequented the universities but those 
who had a particular aptitude and a persoiml taste for 
study ; and, like all volunteers, they brought an extraor- 
dinary zeal and enthusiasm to their tasks. Great ¥ra8 
the number of those who, destitute of all resources, 
joyfully braved privation, poverty, and the irksome- 
ness of menial service, in order that they might pene- 
trate at last into the sanctuary of knowledge. '< The 
University of Paris was poor," says Crevier.* The 
majority of the students were so likewise.* ''Many of 
them," says Thurot, '' begged their bread. They found 
this no humiliation. The example of the mendicant 
orders, and especially of the Franciscans, had rendered 
mendicancy respectable. The bursars of the college of 
Laon distributed their leavings to poor scholars of 

^ Crevier, t. yii, p. 163. 

'"There were nobles there, and there were ptehetsos; theie 
were no rich men ** (Lecoy de la Harche, cp. cit, p. 4Si). 
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their own Nation. Masters gave their old clothes and 
shoes to their students. To gain the wherewithal to 
lire^ scholars copied books, swept, became scavengers. 
They often entered the service of a college, a wealthy 
student, or a professor."^ If, with such a disposition, 
such a passion to learn, cost what it might, the stu- 
dents of medifiBval universities produced nothing mar* 
veUous, the fault lay not with their diligence and 
good will, but with their narrow limitations and 
sterile methods of the instruction given them. 

Moreover, the desire to come /in contact with what 
were then the only sources of knowledge was not all 
that drew them to the universities. There were also 
the advantages of every sort guaranteed to them by 
the university privileges ; and, above all, the inti- 
mate, affectionate relations which bound them to their 
masters and their comrades in these corporations and 
scholastic societies which were like so many &milies. 

''The relations that existed between professors 
and students," says Savigny, ''were then closer and 
more lasting than in our days.' Each student, on 
arriving at the university, became not simply a 
new number inscribed on the register of matricula^ 
tion; he was thenceforward the pupil, the client of 
such or such a prof esisor, who not only heard his les- 
sons but became his patron, took him under his 
guardianship, and laid claim to him in case some 
prank had led the magistrates to put him into 
prison." ' In the Faculties of Art more especially, on 

^ Thiuot, op. eit,, p. 99. * Savigny, op, cit, chap, xxl, { 97. 

•"In the Italian UniyeisitieB/' lays GoppI (op. cit., p. 2S8), 
** pupils and prof esson formed as it were one large famUy , beoauso 



26d ABELARD 

account of the slight differences of age existing be* 
tween licentiates of twenty-one, bachelors of fourteen, 
and pupils between ten and thirteen, a real intimacy 
and comradeship was established between masters and 
students. <^ Students and masters belonging to the 
same Nation/' says Thurot, '^ lodged most frequently 
in the same hotel, and often ate at the same table. . . . 
The masters frolicked with the pupils and even took 
part in their disorder.^' The scholastic community 
as it is found in the colleges of the fifteenth century 
was already in existence, but with the addition of 
liberty. All there was of good in monastic rules, the 
common life of convents, the constant contact between 
many minds devoted to the same work and pursu- 
ing the same end, all the advantages pertaining to 
intellectual association, were to be found in the uni- 
versity, itself a convent after its own fashion, but a 
convent enfranchised and restored to liberty. 

The special character belonging to the universities 
of the Middle Ages is also displayed in the relations 
existing between the students. The young men did 
not then content themselves, as now, with meeting 
each other two or three times a day in the same classes, 
for the sake of listening to the lectures of the same 
professors. They lived the same life. " United by 
profession,'' said some one, ^'they could not be dis- 
united by sentiment." They formed associations 
which amounted to mutual benefit societies. At 
Montpellier and elsewhere the corporation relieved 
poor students from the payment of the sums owed by 



they loiiglit the same goal and were united by the lasie love of 
■cience and the lame habits of life." 
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them to the UniTeraity treasury. The ezemptioiiy 
however, was only accorded under condition that the 
same should be afterwards repaid if the student be- 
came rich. If a student could not provide for all his 
needs, could not pay his barber, for example, some one 
came to his assistance, v On days of festivity and ban- 
quetings, sick comrades who could not be present were 
not forgotten. At Montpellier, '^partridges, pigeons, 
and Muscat wine'' were sent to their lodgings, — a 
bad way to cure them, perhaps, but certainly a touch- 
ing mark of companionship. The entire corporation 
was bound to be present at the funeral of any of its 
members, and those who dispensed themselves from 
this obligation without a legitimate excuse were 
fined.^ 

The students' associations were, then, true schools 
of social solidarity, wherein the young learned their 
duties as men. They practised mutual help, and were 
early penetrated, if not by the national and patriotic 
sentiment, — which had as yet shown itself but dimly, 
and under its worst ^pects, the hatred between races 
continuing in the quarrels and rivalries between the 
Kations, — at least by a certain esprit de corps, testified 
to by the solemn oaths taken by the students, them to 
serve and defend the interests of the university, and 
maintain its good repute during and after their studies. 

Another praiseworthy thing about the spirit of the 
mediseval universities was their tendency to establish 

^At MontpeUiar when any member of the oniveraity died, 
whether professor or stadent, lessons were suspended, so that eyery- 
body might be present at the funeral. If the deceased were poor, the 
uaiTeriity paid for hia obsequies. 
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equality betweea all tiieir studeniSy no matter what 
xniglit be their birth or condition. Equality before 
the law and in civil society had not yet been reached ; 
bat in the nniyersity societies a sensible approach to 
equality in studies and degrees had been attained. 
Thence came the efforts made> both in Italy and France, 
to oblige all students to wear the same costume. The 
statutes of the Uniyersity of Florence decreed that 
every one, barons, dukes, bishops, and cardinals, as 
well as the humblest students, should wear a uniform 
vestment." ^ '' In the University of Paris, no distinc- 
tion existed between rich and poor, between nobles 
and commoners. ... In 1311, Clement Y put a check 
on the prodigalities of newly made doctors, whose 
admission was celebrated by illuminations and ban- 
quets, by pointing out that these inordinate expenses 
were discouraging and ruinous to poor students."' 

Still, it would be contrary to truth to suppose that 
these attempts at equality were everywhere crowned 
with success. In many places the privileges of tbe 
nobility were extended even to the common life of 
the universities. At DOle the students were divided 
into two classes : nobles and commoners. The nobles 
formed a caste apart, and enjoyed certain favors : an 
insult offered one of them cost the insulter five francs, 
while to insult a commoner cost but one franc. On 
the other hand, the nobles were bound by special 
obligations : for example, they must have two valets 
in their service who were to follow them everywhere 

^ . . . " «tiain ti enet Doz, Princept, rel Baro, . . . etiftln sioMet 
Cudimlii, yel BplMOpos, vel alia dignitate f ulgena (Coppl, op, ciU 
p. US)." < Henri BMone, c»p. dt,, p. xzzU. 
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and carry their books to class. At Bolognai nobl« 
students had a right to occapy the first benches in 
class. But special charges corresponded to these priTi- 
leges ; they paid two francs to the beadles, while the 
other stadents paid only font sons. 

n 

Nor must we imagine these societies of stadents, 
above all in the earliest times, as peaceable, perfectly 
well-regulated societies in which an admirable order 
prevailed. As far as scholastic manners are concerned, 
the Middle Ages present two different sides : that of 
extreme license at first, and then toward the end, 
when the scholars had for the most part been shut 
up in colleges and boarding-schools, that of oppressive 
discipline. 

Peace did not always reign in the collegiate cities ; 
dissensions were frequent, and also violent quarrels, 
followed usually it is true, by solemn reconciliations 
which ended in new banquets. Sometimes they arose 
between the stadents, sometimes between students 
and citizens, and sometimes even between the scholars 
and the masters. Let me cite some examples. 

Discord often prevailed between the Faculties. At 
liontpellier, for instance, the legists, or law students, 
were frequently at variance with the medical students ; 
perpetual quips, a war of pleasantries went on be- 
tween, sometimes ending in a resort to arms.^ Up 

1 It most be added, however, that these Inceamnt dlTiaioiia may 
have proceeded partly from the fact that there were two imiyer- 
sitiea in that dty, the Univenity of Law and the Unirenlty of 
Medicine. 
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to the sixteenth oentury we find in the Liber Procum^ 
Unit several mentions of expenditores tat weapons 
made in advance by medical students, in order to put 
down by force any legists who might try to assume the 
privilege of ridiculing them.^ 

The professors were not always respected. Thus, 
at Poitiers, in 1617, the Gascon students, sword in 
hand (although they were forbidden to carry weapons), 
besieged in his chair the professor of law, Longueil, 
who could only defend himself by flinging at their 
heads the enormous volumes of the Digest which were 
the subject of his lessons. 

But it was above all with the inhabitants of the 
cities where the universities were situated that the 
students had frequent quarrels. Though they were 
a source of honor and revenue to the cities in which 
they were established, the universities were sometimes 
viewed with suspicious eyes by the citizens, either on 
account of the privileges granted to their members, 
or because of the great number of foreigners included 
among their pupils. Moreover, by their turbulence 
and arrogance, the students frequently excited the 
antipathy, and even the hostility, of the population. 
Thus, in 1494, at Montpellier, the inhabitants sacked 
the ColUge dee Douxe Midedne. 

No one need be surprised at finding in the youth of 
the Middle Ages the faults common to yonth in every 
age. " The student of the University of Paris," says 
M. Lecoy de la Marche, " was not always the serious 

1 Doels between students were aU the fashion, as th^ stUl an 
in German universities; it was for that rcMon they were forMddHi 
to carry arms. 



STUDENTS AND TEACHERS 278 

young person, fall of zeal for Us tasks, bending over 
glossaries of the Bible or of Aristotle. He was also, 
and perhaps one ought to say that he was chiefly, the 
impudent roisterer who ^ runs all night, fully armed, 
through the streets of the capital, breaks open house 
doors to confmit outrages, and fills the tribunals with 
the noise of his escapades. Every day,' adds Robert 
de Sorbon, ^meretricuUe came to depose against him, 
complaining of having" been struck, of having their 
clothes torn to pieces and their hair cut off/ His 
quarrels with the powerful corporation of the citizens 
of Paris are incessant. The PrS-aitx^lercs, where one 
may see the grave students walking with a book in 
their hands, meditating or argumenting in the lan- 
guage of clerics (prout inter bonos adkolares est fieri 
coninietum)f is also the theatre of tumultuous scenes." ^ 
The rude manners of the Middle Ages, perhaps, too, 
the scarcity of amusements, the absence of distractions 
which Rabelais, in the sixteenth century, struggled 
against in the students of Poitiers, who ^^ knew not,'' 
said he, '^how to pass the time " ; and still other causes, 
such as the relatively advanced age of many of the 
students, the isolation which made them independent, 
the remoteness of their families,* — all this contributed 
to develop the tendency to disorder, the turbulent 
humor natural to youth, the quarrelsome disposition 
which often clisplayed itself in actual riots. The 
students of Paris always had a bone to pick with the 

^ Leooy de la Msrche, op. oit,, p. 460. 

* One special cause of disorder may be found in the fact that 
students remained at the nniversity seat even daring yacationsr on 
aooonnt of the distances from their homes and the difficulties of 
tntveUlng. 
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poUoOi and it was with the most sincere determination 
to keep their word that they hurled this defiance at 
whoerer provoked them : '^ Come to the Oha-Bruneaul 
You'll find some one there to talk to ! " Nor must 
it be forgotten that the entire university, as gnardjan 
of each of its members, often took sides openly with 
the most culpable of its students, and encouraged them 
in their resistance to the authorities and magistrates.^ 
At D61e, in 1429, six years after the founding of tha 
imiversity, the students fell into all manner of excesses 
tod organized a sort of riot. The bailiff ran to re- 
establish order. He was badly beaten and obliged to 
flee. In 1442, the university itself caused the provoat 
to be imprisoned. He was set at liberty by order of the 
bailiff of Dijon, who imprisoned, in his turn, the rector 
of I>61e. In 1446) the students made common cause 
with the inhabitants of one village against those of 
another, and gave actual battle to their adversaries. 
A hundred years later, in 1663, a quarrel broke out 
between two students in the leoture-room of the course 
of civil law. One of the two received a sword wound ; 
he summoned his adversary before the rector, who let 
him off with a reprimand. In 1677, a murderer was 
acquitted. In 1606, a scholar insulted some children, 
and was put in prison ; his comrades retaliated by in- 
carcerating the sergeant who had arrested him. The 
tocsin sounded ; the citizens armed and came into the 
street, and fighting was about to begin, when Farlisr 
ment ordered the aldermen to set the scholar at 
liberty.* 

1 " The audacity and insolence of the students were an the greater 
heeanse they felt themselves snpported hy the nhiyersitj. " Beamier 
op, cit^ p. IxzzTiiL > Beanne, op. eit^ pauim. 
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The acholaatio world of the Middle Ages, then^ 
iras the aoene of constant troubles and agitations, a 
continual ebullition of jurenile passions.^ More than 
onoe violent scenes oocurred which entailed terrible 
reprisals on the students. Thus at Montpellier, re- 
lates Jourdaiui the students made a disturbance in the 
neighborhood of the law school, and wounded several 
persons. ^'A great uproar ensued. The citizens of 
Montpellier, who had never liked the students over* 
muchy determined upon vengeance. The next day, 
when the bell rang, they lay in wait for the rioters as 
they came out of school, and hemmed them into a 
street so narrow that not one of them could escape. 
In order to distinguish their own countrymen from the 
foreigners, against whom they had a special grudge, 
they obliged each of them to say in their local idiom : 
< Ood give you good nij^t^ Dieu vous donne bona nioch, 
(bonne nuit). As the strangers were not able to pro> 
nounce the last two words of this evening salutation 
correctly, it was easy to recognize the foreign rioters. 
Several of them were killed and their bodies cast into 
neighboring wells. . • • The name of Bue JSoncHiiodi 
continues to mark the scene of the bloody drama." * 

It was not in riots only that the students of the 
Middle Ages took delight. Gallant and amorous 
adventures played a certain part in their existence. 
'' The misfortune is," says the historian of the Univer- 
sity of Angers, " that the morals of the students of 

1 Tbif effervMcenco tometimcs went lo far as crinie. In 1425 
lix or aeyen law students of MontpeUler, in masks, broks into a 
bouse during the night and carried off a yonng woman. The nni- 
veisity hindered the prosecution of these rayishers. 

iQermaln, op. cit., p. 2? 
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that age (ihiiteenih century) were yezy profligate^ 
They foag^t every day among themeelTea and with 
the citizens. Yet all of these students were clerics, 
and some of them already provided with eoraoies. 
Bnt it was not easy to keep this multitude of yonng 
men, just at the most unpetaoos age^ within the bounds 
of strict discipline ; these were not children who were 
studying. Assembled from different countries, they 
were far from their parents, their bishops, and their 
seigneurs. They had not the same respect for foreign 
masters, to whom they paid a salary, and who were 
often of low birth." ^ And Rangeard concludes by 
recalling, as applicable to the scholars of Angers, the 
very unfavorable portrait drawn by Jacques de Vitry, 
in the thirteenth eentury, of the morals of Parisian 
students. From the year 1218 the ecclesiastical judge 
of Paris had been complaining of the scholars, who, 
said he, force and break open the doors of houses 
and carry oS girls and women.'' ' Jacques de Vitry 
denounced the debauched morals of Paris several 
years later. ^^ In the same houses," said he, ^^ there 
are schools on the first stoiy and in&mous resorts 
below."* If one consults Goppi, for example, he may 
convince himself that the morals of the Italian univer- 
sities were just as bad.* 

But, in truth, there was nothing in these defects 
which was peculiar to the university youth of the 

1 Pierre Rangeard^ ffUtoindB VUniveraiM ^Angen, Angers, 
1868, p. 174. Rangeard (1692-1786) oomposed this intereetkig mono- 
grapb about 1720, bat it was not pabUihed nnta within a few yean. 

* Creyier, t. i, p. 331. * Creyier, t. i, p. 868. 

^ Coppi, op. dt., 0. Tii, Xa viUt icoliutica nel tudio wo. 
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Middle Ages. Neither was there in the practical 
jokes played by the students on new-comers, bejaun€9^ 
or beginners, as they were called ; nor in the boyish 
tricks and jests of eyeiy sort permitted to itself by a 
cosmopolitan youth, at once serious and dissipated, 
fond of pleasure as well as of study, like youth in 
every age; nor, in fine, in those habits of idleness 
with which the scholars were sometimes reproached 
by their contemporaries : '' How far from the example 
left them by St. Dominic " (a pupil of the Uniyersity 
of Palencia), <^ who deyoted entire nights to study, are 
these scholars whom the slightest labor disheartens, 
who spend their time drinking in tayems, or build- 
ing castles in the air (easte22a in HUpania), and who 
transform their clas8*rooms into dormitories ! '^ ' 

A more characteristic trait is the lack of good 
breeding, and it must be owned that the absence, not 
merely of elegance but of cleanliness, was too frequent 
among the students of the Middle Ages. John of 
Salislmry, although so enthusiastic about Paris, wrote 
a little poem entitled De JRseriis Scholasticorum, in 
which he draws a most uncomplimentary portrait of 
their sordid way of life. Friyation and poverty were 
doubtless the prime cause of this ; but the prejudices 
of mysticism likewise contributed to it. People still 
believed that solicitude about the care of the body 
and the observance of hygienic rules were of slight 
importance, the care of the soul being all that was 
needful; they thought it permissible and even suit* 

1 B^aune was at lint the name given to a worknum who wu 
passing his apprenticeship for master or JonmeymuL 
s ILeco;^ de la Marchei op. eit,, p. 169? 
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able to lodge knowledge in & filthy body, sinoe exter- 
nal uncleanliness and negligence were no hindiance. 
to the elevation of the mind. 

Another thing peculiar to the oniyenity regulations 
of the Middle Ages is a certain asceticism which tended 
to prohibit the most lawful pleasures, and which by 
the ezcessire restraint it put upon the craving for 
amusement which is natural to youth, provoked vio- 
lent reactions.. See, for example, what was forbidden 
at Montpellier: ^Members of the university are for- 
bidden under penalty of expulsion, to dance anywhere 
except in their own houses* Forbidden, under the 
same penalty, to play dice and other games of chance. 
Forbidden to take part in the fdtes of Carnival time, 
when it was customary to throw straw and other 
things at each other." 

It was not by multiplying prohibitions of this kind 
that young men could be prepared for the apprentice- 
ship of liberty; nor was it by recommending them, 
as was done at Paris, to combat their flighty inclina- 
tions by attending sermons and ofSx^es, or those evening 
instructions called coUaUanM, which had been expressly 
invented in order to keep tiiem from roaming through 
the streets of the great city in search of adventures. 

It is evident that the spirit of the Middle Ages, with 
its tendency to mysticism, its lack of confidence in 
human nature, its universal instinct of repression and 
constraint, was not adapted to discover, in matters of 
discipline, a just medium between license and extreme 
severity. It was decidedly toward severity that it 
leaned when enclosed colleges and boarding-schools 
<$ame to replace the free corporations of students of 
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earlier days. Then the rod had fall sway. The rod^ 
vhich was the favorite mode of discipline in convents^ 
became the great educational instrument in colleges, 
''those jails full of young captives.^' "Children 
should be brought up to endure severity in all that 
concerns the body/' said a general of the Dominicans, 
who fortified his opinion by the precepts of St. Ber- 
nard and Lycurgus. But the fact that the whip was 
in constant use, and for the slightest faults, is not the 
only thing that sheds light on the rigorous discipline 
of the Middle Ages; the nature of the; faults thus 
punished does the same thing. The regulations drawn 
up by Gerson, the gentle Qerson, for the Oathedral 
School of Paris, enumerate the chief faults which the 
pupils were liable to commit, and which, moreover, 
their comrades were bound to make known, the giving 
of secret information being then encouraged as a 
legitimate means of discipline.^ Here is the list: 
"Speaking French,* lying, giving the lie, insulting, 
striking, doing or saying immodest things, rising late, 
forgetting to recite the canonical hours, and talking 
in church.'' 



m 

It is much more difficult to form an idea of the ordi- 
nary habits of professors in the early universities, than 
of those of the students. Autobiographies were not in 

I A pupU wbo did not denonnoetlu fault of his oomiade wm pun- 
kbad like the guilty one. 

s Ey0a in 1600, papilt were stUl f<irbidden, nnder Mvevt pcsaltlM, 
to speak in their mother tongue. 
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fashion in the Middle Ages. Absorbed in tbeir pio- 
lessorial duties, the masters of that day did not, as a 
rule, provoke much gossip. They did not mingle in 
society, and were brilliant only in their chairs. ''I 
have known, " said, in 1444^ JESneas Sylyins Fioco- 
lomini, the fatare Pope Pins 11, ^^I have known most 
of the men of letters in onr days. They gorge them- 
selves with science, but there is nothing civil or pol- 
ished about them, and they understand absolutely 
nothing about the management of affairs, whether 
public or private.'' ^ Thence proceeded the first char- 
acteristic of these masters: they were interested ex- 
clusively, for the most part, in instruction; hardly to 
be called well-bred; blindly attached to their narrow 
and restricted science; self-sufScient and intractable, 
generally impervious to new ideas; hostile, in con- 
sequence, to all whose thoughts differed from theirs; 
thorny with syllogisms; and worthy, in fine, of that 
reputation for pedantry which history has so justly 
guarded for them. 

These defects had at least one compensation: the 
dignity of a life wholly consecrated to the labor of 
instruction. How many obscure but honorable exist- 
ences slipped peacefully away beneath the shadows of 
the university in the service of youth! Nevertheless, 
there were frequent errors of conduct. It must not be 
forgotten that, in the Faculty of Arts especially, the 

1 What we ate ■ajing lien may Mem to oontcadict the rfile I 
than aieiga to the miiTenltiea a little further oa (Chapter n), torn 
the political point of view. Note, howOTer, that I am nowqieakiaf 
of the profMeow aa a wholo, omittiiig aU mestloB of the hxilliaat 
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masters were not much older than the scholars.^ Stu- 
dents to-day, they became professors to-morrow, by the 
mere fact of having attained the licentiate's degree. 
Leaving the student ranks and becoming masters in a 
single day, they found some difficulty in shaking off 
the manners of their comrades of the day before. " The 
conduct of the masters/' says Thurot, ^ resembled that 
of the students.'' Doubtless there was an advantage 
in that; it enabled them to preserve intimate and 
familiar relations with their pupils. On the other 
hand, the regularity of their Uves suffered from it. 
They continued to frequent wineshops, and sometimes 
headed the scholastic riots ; which is proved lay the fact 
that at Paris, for example, in 1335, the Nation of 
France admitted that detention in prison would be 
considered as a legitimate excuse for Masters of Arts 
to omit their lectures. 

Another characteristic of the professor of the Mid- 
dle Ages is that he was too dependent on the students. 
How was a man to make his authority respected by 
pupils who perhaps had elected him, and who at all 
events paid him? There was at that time no su- 
perior administration, distinct from the university', 
and supplying it with professors of its own choice. 
The universities recruited themselves, and accordingly 
as they wiere universities of students as at Bologna, 
or of masters as at Paris, it was now the students, and 
again the masters in the exercise of their functions, who 

1 Nor must it be foigotl«ii tbat Uie lUiten of Azit often ranmined 
itndente, after beooodng profeieors, and followed tbs oonnee of tlie 
Theoloficsl Fbenlty. 
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ohosetlienewpfofesBon.^ ^^AtBolognay'^sajraSayigny, 
''there were yery soon public chairS; paid for hjr the 
city. The city supplied the fands, but the choice of 
professors was left to the students. The election was 
for a year only, and the professors were not often 
re-elected* Doctors were nearly always chosen, bat 
this was not an indispensable condition ; many of these 
professors are found who had not the doctor's title.'' ' 

The masters were, forthermore, dependent on the 
students for the payment of their honoraries. *' In the 
Faculty of Arts at Paris/' says Thurot^ ''these honor- 
aries were extremely variable. The simi was fixed by 
h free contract between master and pupiL Toward 
1309, those who gave the morning instruction (the 
professors of ardinairy lessons) charged each pupil 
one franc. In 1460, masters demanded a crown for 
the explanation and repetition of the books required 
for the baccalaureate.* There were no general rules 
at Bologna. Sometimes a sum was fixed for which 
the students as a body were held responsible. Some-* 
times each student was obliged to pay a specified 
sum. 

In the earliest times there was no question of regu- 
lar appointments and salaries paid from the public 
treasury, except in the case of certain universities 
generously supported and indorsed by the heads of 
the State. By degrees, however, there appeared, at 

1 In cortftln iuiiTenitiM,ToQloiiM for example, ft mizttd qrrtem wbi 
puxsiied. Hm pvofeaion w«re elected there by the Maeters in Bxer- 
eiie, and by aeyeral atndenta anodated with the refenta aa conn* 
aeUoca. 

* Satigay, cip, ctt.9 chap, xzi, { S3. « Thwot, <!p. cfl», p, 61* 
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least for a certain number of chairs, the custom of 
fixed salaries, drawn either ^om the general revenues 
of the universitji the municipal treasury, or the lib* 
eralitf of princes.^ Thus, at Montpellier, about the 
year 1500, the emoluments of the professors of medi- 
cine amounted to one hundred livres, those of the 
professors of law to fifty livres, while the professors 
of the Faculty of Arts had only thirty livres. At 
Bologna, where people were richer, the salaries of 
jurists varied from fifty to nearly five hundred livres. 
These were exceptions. In the majority of the 
universities, especially in the Faculties of Arts, pro* 
fessors continued to receive the fees for their instruc- 
tion directly from the pupils. "The University of 
Paris," said one of its rectors at the beginning of the 
eighteenth century, "finds itself reduced to the sad 
necessity of demanding a mean and miserable sum from 
it9 scholars in order to maintain its masters.'' The 
result of this dependence on pupils was, as one can 
imagine, a tendency on the part of professors to dis- 
play indulgence and to lower the requirements for pass- 
ing the examinations, so as neither to discourage the 
students nor expose themselves to the loss of patron- 
age. In 1412, a rector of Montpellier called the 
doctors of the Faculty of Law to order for their 
deplorable laxity in conferring degrees. Poorer uni- 
versities acquired a sorry reputation for excessive 

1 "In the fourteenth century at Bologna," ■aytSayigny, "the 
majority of the professors were already salaried by the elty, and the 
custom of pajring aU of them was soon established. Thenceforward, 
also, the professoriat was considered as a pnbUc function. Which it 
had not been before " (op. cU., chap, xzi, { S9). 
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laxity; the gnduates of the Uniyenity of Oiaage, 
for instaiicei were nicknamed ^^ Orange-flower doctors ! 
Dodeurs d lajleur d'arangel^ 

As a rule, the uniyersities of the Middle Ages re- 
mained poor institutions, with but moderate resources 
at their disposal. Historians haye long adduoed, as 
a proof of the special opulence of the College of Sor- 
bonne, its exdusiye ownership of fifteen silyer forks 
and spoons. In the fourteenth centuiy, the rector 
and masters of the Paris Faculty of Aits, when dunned 
for the payment of a uniyersity debt, requested a delay 
in these terms: ''We, whose profession it is to haye 
no riches, haye difficulty in finding money for the sal- 
aries of the procurators and adyocates whom our suits 
oblige us to employ.'* The Uniyersity of Paris, how- 
eyer, glories in its poyerty. ''Opportunities to be- 
come opulent haye not been wanting in its history,'' 
said one of its rectors, in 1715. "But it has remained 
disinterested; it knows the worth of an honest and 
modest poyerty."* 

It is none the less true that poyerty weighed heayily 
on the indiyiduals who composed the uniyersities, and 
that the need of money explains the exactions into 
which many and many a professor allowed himself to 
be drawn. At Bologna the doctors were richer, yet 
occasionally one finds them lending money to their 
pupils in the same coyetous spirit^ in order to augment 
their honoraria and exact all the more because they 

1 Jonrdain, Hiitoire de V UniverHU de ParU, p. 380. " The Uni- 
veiraity of Paris," says yallet de '^riviUe, ** notwithntandlns its 
greed i$on etprit JUcal) and its exactions, nsver got anythi^s ^ 
itself, as an institution, bnt poyerty. 
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had made these adyances. But this love of gain, if it 
was perhaps more excusable, was certainly more keen 
and more developed among the poor professors whose 
only means of support was to levy on the students. 

Another defect in the social status of the profes- 
sors of the Middle Ages was the celibacy absolutely 
imposed on them by the regulations. In principle, the 
law of celibacy was universal, and applied to all grad- 
uates indiscriminately. It was permissible to be a 
layman, but on condition that the layman voluntarily 
submitted to the rules of the religious state. Up to 
1407, Bachelors in Arts presenting themselves for the 
license had to take oath that they were not married, 
in order to obtain this degree. It was not until 1452 
that the medical professors, and in 1500 the legal pro- 
fessors, attached to the Faculties, were authorized to 
marry. ^ As to the Masters of Arts, they never obtained 
this authorization, not even in the eighteenth century. 
Is it necessary to say what these lay celibates must 
have needed in order to become true educators? With- 
out a doubt, the university teachers of the Middle Ages 
were devoted masters who, before entering on their 
functions, had taken^ between the hands of their rec- 
tors, high-sounding oaths by which they bound them- 
selves to labor for the welfare of the university, to 
observe the statutes and regulations, and to fulfil all 
their duties, and who, let us believe, generally kept 
these promises. But who does not comprehend that 

^ In 13S1, Pope John XXn authorized a married professor to teach 
Ia the Faculty of Medicine at Paris. It was an exception. The 
jurists of Bologna were reUeved from the ohligation of celibacy 
earner than those of Paris. 
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their spirit would hare been enlarged, their aaihority 
augmentedi and their pedagogic influence increased 
it, to their other qualities, they had joined that of 
being fiithers of families? Can one believe, for ex- 
ample, that the rude and severe discipline of the rod 
would have been kept up so long in the schools, if the 
masters of these schools had had their own ehildren 
as pupils? 
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A TAST snbjaeiv and one that mig^t well famish (he 
subject of a special Tolame, is that of the inflaenoe of 
the medi»Tal uniTersities, the part they played in the 
history of the hunian mind, and the political and social 
action power that they exercised. 

To see in them mere associations of masters and 
pupils, exclusively confined to studies, would be to 
judge them incorrectly. They were one of the great 
public forces of the Middle Ages. Sole depositaries 
of the lofty speculations of thought at a time when 

S97 
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academies and other learned bodies were not in exist* 
ence, when neither books, journals, nor reviews, were 
published, — since the art of printing had not yet been 
invented, — they represented public opinion, not alone 
in scientific matters, but in great political and ecclesi- 
astical questions as well. Permanent centres of propa- 
ganda and action when no regularly constituted political 
assemblies existed, or when the States-Greneral, as in 
France, assembled only at remote intervals, they were 
destined to acquire considerable influence. 

This is especially true of the University of Paris. 
"The authority of the University of Paris," said 
Fasquier, "has risen to such a height that it is neces- 
sary to satisfy it, no nxatter on what conditions."^ 
Another contemporary attests the same fact. "The 
university men of these dnys want to meddle with 
everything." And again: "The said University had 
great power at Paris, so much so that when it un- 
dertook any affair it was bound to bring it to a con- 
clusion; it wanted to meddle with the government of 
the Pope, the King, and everything else." * 

With history in our hands, everybody must agree 
that the exuberant activity of the universities caused 
them constantly to overstep the ordinary limits of 
mere educational institutions. We see the univer- 
sities intimately blended with national life. When 
Philip Augustus had just triumphed at Bouvines over 
the English and Gtorman coalition, he wrote to the 
students of Paris: "Praise Qod, my very dear ones, 

1 liitieniie Pasqnier, i?ecf. de la France, Ul, duip. xxiz. 
s Qaoted by Ck>YUle« Let Cabochien$ et Vordonnance de U13, Faris, 
»Mi«t^, 18S8, p. 117, 
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for we have never escaped so grave a danger/' Thus 
he associates the university with the victory of France. 
Later on, from the schools of Orleans, Toulonse, and 
Montpellier, come forth those legal knights (chevaliers 
^ loi$)f^ all panoplied in Boman law, who struggle 
valiantly against feudalism and assure the progress of 
the Third-Estate. They fill the Parliament, they figure 
in the States-General; we find them surrounding Ste- 
phen Marcel, and again among the authors of the great 
Ordinance of the Beformation of 1413. The univer- 
sities then appeared whoUy penetrated by the demo- 
cratic spirit; they were considered one of the organs 
of public opinion in Europe; in great crises, like the 
Schism of the West^ appeal was made to their inter- 
vention.* ''To tell the truth, they did not wait for it 
to be asked; they intervened of themselves.'' 

It has been very justly remarked that by their repub- 
lican organization, and tiie character of tiieir instruction 
and methods of study, the universities were well fitted 
to play a part in politics. On one hand, the exercise 
of the elective power, and the frequency of delibera- 
tive assemblies, whether of Nations and Faculties, or 
of the general assembly of the university, were all 
democratic acts which prepared the universities for a 
certain liberty of spirit, held them back from passive 
obedience, and, in a word, accustomed them in advance 

1 Profeason of Law, at Montpellier, for example, weieoonsidored 
as Knlghte of Law. After twenty years' practice they became Goimts. 
Jacques Rabnffi, the ftunons professor of the fifteenth centnry, is 
styled Count of liSws in his epitaph. At Aix, on reoeiylng a doctor- 
ate in law, it was said to him: 'Te oomitem €t nohiUmfaoifnu»»" 

* Bayet, Hector of the Academy of LiUe, DUQOur$ d$ 9€fUri€ 0$$ 
Faeult4s, 1801, 



S80 ABBLABD 

to political action. On the otiier band, the habit of 
ineessant argumentation ; of diecossing the pro$ and 
oofif of erexy question ; the exdusiyely oial character 
of instruction in all grades, — all these causes combined 
to form numerous debaters and orators among both 
students and masters, encouraged them to have an opin- 
ion on all subjects, and to put it forward in the assem- 
blies. *^ Thence arose," says M. Coville, '' an inevitable 
disposition to talk about everything^ discuss every- 
thing, intervene in everything." ^ 

That the University of Paris had its own ideas and 
its political doctrine is indubitable. Following Aris- 
totie, the theologians of the Middle Ages had freely 
discussed the constitution of states. In 1907, Siger 
de Brabant read and commented on the P6lUic$ of the 
Oreek philosopher at Paris. Thomas Aquinas had 
composed the De Segimine prindpium, and the De 
erudUUme princ^pium. His disciple, Gilles de Borne, 
Archbishop of Bourges, who was tutor to Philip the 
Fair, also followed Aristotie in politics, and talked, 
like him, of an intermediate class between the nobles 
and the villeins, and of its importance in the state. 

There is no room for surprise, therefore, at the uni* 
versities taking part in political agitations. The great 
Cabochien ordinance of 1413, one of the best adminis- 
trative reforms of old France, was the joint work of 
the municipal body and the university.' But how 
many other examples could be cited of university inter- 
ference in state affairs? I add several, but with no 

1 See in the ilvesdy cited work of ^. CoviHe, the eluq^ter eatMed: 
V UnivertiU (U ParUau XV* SUde. 
> Avgiwtlii Thieny, Hittoire du Tier§-itat, p. SO. 
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thought of exhausting the list. In 1316, the Univer- 
sity of Paris recognized Philip Y as the legitimate 
king. In the time of Stephen Marcel; about 1350, 
it intervened to re-establish peace : '^ It negotiated, it 
obliged its clients to arm, it sent a deputation to the 
Dauphin, who was regent of the kingdom.^' In 1374, 
'^the rectors and several masters of theology, doctors 
of law, and other wise clerics of the university, '^ con- 
curred with the bishops in establishing the act which 
fixed fourteen years as the age when kings attain their 
majority. In 1405, the Duke of Burgundy, then all- 
powerful in the kingdom, daily consulted the univer- 
sity on the most secret affairs. " In 1409, the university 
takes an active share in the great labor of reforming 
the finances. It sends ambassadors to the Duke of 
Orleans and the Duke of Berry ; it is formally received 
by the King in the green chamber, and permitted to 
expose its grievances and its plans. The King him- 
self, in 1411, entreats its assistance, writes long letters 
to it concerning the state of the realm, and entreats it 
to grant him aid and comfort.'' Nor does this partici- 
pation of the university in affairs of state come to an 
end in less troublous times, when order is re-estab- 
lished. In 1465, Louis XI summons to his Council 
six members of Parliament, six citizens of Paris, and 
six members of the university. The university is 
really an order in the state, and its political powers 
decrease and disappear only with the progress of abso- 
lute monarchy. In 1614 it still addressed remon- 
strances to the States-Gteneral; they were its last^ 
however. 
The University of Paris did not employ the politi- 
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cal power it was so proud of in making opposition to 
royalty. Barring a few slight symptoms of insubor- 
dination to the royal will, it always remained ihe 
docile child, ''the eldest daughter" of the monarchy. 
In 1567, Henry II, who had, neyertheless, some grounds 
of complaint against it, praised it publicly, "for its 
fidelity in upholding the maxims of obedience due 
to kings from their subjects." Yet I would not 
affirm that the members of the university never 
irritated and annoyed princes by the warnings they 
gave them, by their zeal in demanding reforms, and, 
above all, by the ideal conception of monarchy they 
had formed, and which they constantly set forth in 
their writings and discourses. Just as Louis XLV 
afterwards treated F&ielon as a "fanciful person,'' 
because he dreamed of perfection in royalty, so these 
kings of the older monarchy must have more than 
once regarded these university theorizers in politics 
as annoying dreamers, fiQl of beautiful chimeras, who 
demanded all sorts of virtues from kings, reminded 
them of the example of "Monsieur St. Louis," and, in 
a word, were bent on the "religious and ecclesiastical 
dream of sanctity on the throne." Such, for example^ 
at the opening of the fifteenth century, was Bobert 
Courte-Cuisse, pupil, and afterwards famous master of 
the College of Navarre, grand-almoner to the King, 
and a greatly esteemed orator, who said: "The King 
should be to his people like a father to his son." 
"The King ought to consider the general wel&xe 
only," and who thus commented Aristotle's maxim: 
" Princes are paramount in things not determined by 
the laws, but in the laws themselves, no/" Such 
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again was Genon, whO| like Thomas Aquinas^ ad* 
mitted the right of insurrection against vicious and 
tyrannical kings. ^'One may judge a tyrannical 
seigneur/' said he, '^ if he is a sinner in several oases : 
and finally, this rule of law may be applied against 
him: vim^ repettere Ucei" But what Gerson espe- 
cially desired and hoped for was, that education in the 
first place, and afterwards the enlightenment of wise 
counsels, would aid the prince to amend himself and 
become the father of his people. These disciplined 
but independent spirits, although profoundly respect- 
ful toward constituted authorities, were yet far from 
dissimulating and holding their peace concerning the 
impression made on them by the real miseries and vices 
of their age. The same Grerson who woiQd have desired 
to reform the character of kings, dared to write con- 
cerning the Papacy: ''The Court of Bome has created 
a thousand offices in order to obtain gold; but hardly 
is one discoverable for the cultivation of virtue. 
Nothing is talked of there from morning to night but 
armies, lands, cities, and money; rarely or never do 
they speak of chastilyi alms, justice, fidelity, and good 
morals.'' 

The University of Paris meddled in religious quar* 
rels as well as in political ones. Under this head, a 
historian has brilliantly summed up the part it played 
in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries: ''This vast 
corporation which represents divine and human science, 
cannot confine itself within the limits of its lessons 
and examinations, nor remain a stranger to great exte- 
rior events. If it speaks, it knows what weight will 
attach to its opinion, and how many, faithful adherents 
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it will find to support and defend it. We see it busied 
with| and taking an interest in, everything; but, 
above all, in the affairs of the Church. It is the epoch 
of the great Schism of the West, and never has there 
been such an occasion to display the power and actirity 
of the University of Paris : it inquires into the power 
of the Schismatical Popes; it causes them to be 
attacked, ill-treated, and condemned by its orators; 
it draws up interminable writings, audacious both 
in matter and form; ... it appeals to the future 
Pope; with the concurrence of the king, it prepares 
and consummates an act of the greatest gravity, the 
withdrawal of the Church of France from Benedict 
Xin, the Avignon Pope, whom it had recognized until 
then, but who would not yield to its requests and 
exigencies; ... it suggests the reunion of National 
Councils to the King, in 1393, 1394, 1398, and 1400; 
there it manages all the debates ; it presides at the tear^ 
ing up of pontifical bulls; finally, it is the soul of the 
General Council which was to restore peace and unity 
to the Church after a disturbance of more than thirty 
years — the Council of Pisa, in 1409; it is represented 
there by a formal embassy ; more than eighty votes are 
cast by its members; and the new and only Pope, 
Alexander V, has been not only one of its pupils bat 
one of its masters/' ^ Though it had not always the 
same brilliancy the ecclesiastical rdle of the University 
of Paris has, nevertheless, always been considerable; 
and the popes have always reckoned with the Sorbonne. 
Assuredly the other universities have not played a 
rdle equally important; above all, they did not play 

1 CoTlUe, op. ctt., p. IIT. 
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one 80 soon. It was only in the seyenteenth ipenturj 
(in 1603) that Oxford and Cambridge were invested 
^ith the right they still have, of returning members 
to the British Parliament. It was well on in the six- 
teenth century When Henry YIII consulted the Uni- 
Tersity of Salamanca concerning his divorce from 
Catherine of Aragon. But, sooner or later, accord- 
ing to circumstanceSi all the universities have had 
their day of political or religious influence. The 
Italian universities seem to be the ones which with- 
drew most into the isolation of study and speculation. 
But Louvain, in Belgium, has been one of the fortresses 
of Catholicism. Oxford has been Eoyalist and Jacobite 
by turns, and remains Tory.^ I have pointed out 
elsewhere that it was with a view to national consoli- 
dation that the kings founded the Universities of 
Poitiers, Caen, Bordeaux, and Douai. 

In Germany particularly, the universities have had 
a marked tendency to become centres of political and 
religious action. ^'The (rerman universities," says 
M. Lavisse, ''have always mingled actively in the 
national life, since the day when the first of them was 
founded at Prague, in the fourteenth century, on the 
model of the flourishing school of Paris. Never have 
institutions imported from abroad flourished better or 
thrust deeper roots into a new soil. The universities 
began to play a part by the fifteenth century; there 
the new ideas that are agitating minds seek shelter 

1 It was to make headway against Oxford, the centre of Toryism, 
that the Whig iMuty foanded the University of Londcm in 1828. It 
was to straggle against the preponderating CathoUo influence at 
Lourain that the Belgian Liberals founded the Uniyersity of Brussels 
in 1834. 
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against peisecution ; when the time arriyeSi they recruit 
arms and intelligences there for their defence. In the 
sixteenth century^ the universities are the battle fields : 
Luther's cry of revolt issues from Wittenberg; there, 
and at the same time, the fathers of the new church 
are formed, and the first masters who, carrying into 
science a liberty of spirit disenthralled from tradition, 
discovered new horizons for it. Nevertheless, Catholi- 
cism, surprised at firsts defends itself vigorously, and 
with the very arms by which it is attacked. Both 
parties found new universities or reform old ones. 
Luther thinks that there is no work more worthy of a 
pope or an emperor, or, to translate him more exactly, 
that 'nothing is more pontifical nor more imperial ' 
than a good reform of the universities.'' ^ 



II 

This external influence of the universities, which ra- 
diates throughout all society, would be inexplicable if 
the universities had not been intrinsic centres of intel- 
lectual development, truly active and living scholastic 
institutions. Whatever judgment may be formed of 
the instruction given by them, it muBt not be forgotten 
that they alone gave any; that they had the monopoly 
o& studies; and that almost no one arrived at high 
ecclesiastical dignities, or important positions in the 

^lAYiaae, Lafondation de V University de Berlin {Revue dee 
Deux Mondes, May 15, 1876). In tbts article M* Layiase pointa oat 
that In foonding the National UnlYeraSty of Berlin, in 1810, directly 
after its disasters, Germimy sooght a means of arising after its mili- 
tary and political downfall, by instituting a new organ of intellectiial 
loKoe. 
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statei without passing througli them. One can imag* 
ine what must have been the prestige and power of 
these schools, which had such an excellent diefU4le 
throughout the world, which trained future bishops 
and popes, as well as the counsellors of lay princes 
which peopled the Church and the royal and imperial 
courts with their pupils, and gave preceptors to the 
heirs-presumptive of crowns. The universities were 
the privileged source whence in tiiose days emerged 
all whose Icnowledge gave them admission to the 
ruling classes. 

Hence we must not be surprised at finding the uni- 
versities of the Middle Ages frequently expressing 
their opinions with the hardihood and even arrogance 
of free and independent corporations, and not with the 
timidity and humility befitting schools absolutely 
dependent on Church and State. The University of 
Paris, however much attached to the Church, did not 
spare the bishops, or even the popes. It let pass no 
occasion to assert its rights. Were they liegemen of 
the clergy, those university men of 1330 or there- 
abouts, who declared that the Bishop of Paris, Hugues 
de Besanqon, was cut off from the academic body for 
having broken the oath taken in his youth, when a 
student of the Faculty of Decretal, an oath of de- 
votion to the privileges of the university, by con- 
demning to a fine a student guilty of rape? Were 
they the humble servants of the Papacy, those theo- 
logians who, towards the end of the fourteenth 
century, wrote, in a letter to the Pope of Avignon a 
letter which Clement VI thought full of venom : " Let 
the pastors do their duty; as for us, we shall do ours. 
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• . • It 18 of small oonseqnenoe how many popes 
there are; two, three^ ten if you like: each kingdom 
can have its ownl " 

Nor was it in the domain of practical affairs only 
that the universities displayed their independence. It 
is indisputable that in certain nniTcrsities a real lib. 
erty of spirit made itself felt, in spite of the uniformity 
of studies and the rigidity of methods. M. Eenan 
does not hesitate to affirm, in his book on AyerroSs, 
that ^* the opuscules of Albertus Magnus and of Thomas 
Aquinas contra Averroistas were directly aimed at the 
professors of the rue du Fouarre." Assuredly the 
majority of the masters were orthodox, and followed 
the traditional doctrines with docility. Then, theo- 
logical professors in especiali all were Thomists. But 
close beside this obedient and faithful multitude there 
were independent and adventurous minds. The spirit 
of free examination had already its adepts. Whom 
could the condemnations and excommunications pro- 
nounced, between 1240 and 1270,^ against a free and 
audacious philosophy have had in view, at a time when 
the university had a monopoly, not merely of instruc- 
tion, but of thought and speculation, if not members 
of the university themselves? Abelard's method bore 
its fruits, and the emancipated reason already venti- 
lated the most daring questions, and accepted the most 
novel solutions; for example, such as these: ''The 
world is eternal — Human actions are not governed by 
Divine Providence — One knows nothing more after 
having learned theology — There are fables and errors 
in the Christian law as in all other laws — Fhiloso- 

i CKartulqrium Univ. ParU., t. i, n^. 170, 480. 



INFLUSNCS OF UNIYEBSITIES 

phers are the only sages — The creation of the world 
is an impossible thing." The mere fact that proposi- 
tions like these could have attracted the attention of 
the ecclesiastical power and provoked its anathema, 
demonstrates th^t they were wide-spread, and were 
inculcated: and where could they be so, I repeat, if 
not in the unirersities? Moreover, a contemporary 
testimony, that of a Friar-Preacher of Paris, named 
Gilles, leaves no room for doubt. Toward the close 
of the thirteenth century, this monk propounded to 
Albertus Magnus, inviting him either to refute or to 
contest them, eleven propositions analogous to those 
just cited, adding that " they were taught in the schools 
by the masters of Paris, and by those who are esteemed 
the most learned in philosophy." * 

<<The orthodoxy of the Middle Ages," says Thurot, 
"was reconcilable with a liberty that even seems 
excessive. The custom of not deciding until after 
having considered the pros and eanSf and the obliga- 
tion to consider all objections, gave the mind the habi- 
tudes of liberty. Men made a boast of not relying on 
the authority of Scripture, but employing nothing but 
mere argument. . • . They felt obliged to explain 
everything; they preferred new and hazardous doc- 
trines to those that were truer, *but appeared super- 
annuated. They scorned what seemed too clear. " ' It 
follows that the period of the Middle Ages, even from 
the doctrinal point of view, was far from being an 
epoch of blind servility and absolute traditionalism.* 

1 B«iiaa, Av9rroU, ete., p. 214. * Thwtdt, op. eit., p. 161. 

• Gompsn this appreciation by M. Bayet, in Um diieomte wXtudy 
ellad: *«Unmsi not babaUtTedtbatthaioicntifie spirit was antirtly 
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So toOy we most not belieye that the methods €i 
inatmotion were wholly reduced to the mec.haniam of 
the syllogism and mere verbal formalities. A proof 
to the contrary may be found in a recently puUished 
passage from the inedited works of the f oonder of the 
Sorbonne. Bobert de Sorbon recommended to the 
scholar who desired to make progress in his stadiesi 
the observation of six essential mles^ which he som* 
marized thns: 

1. To devote a certain hoar to a given lesson, as St. 
Bernard had already counselled; 

2. To fix his attention on what he has just read ancl 
not pass over it lightly : " between reading and study, " 
said St. Bernard again, ''there is the same difference 
as between a guest and a friend ; between a salutation 

Isckiog in tbaie old nniyersitiei, nor that thajr wert confined to tbe 
study of theology. In their own fashion tliey desired to extend and 
oo-ordinate all knowledge, and nerer, perhaps, has man had a ptonder 
oonlldenoe in the pnlssanoe of reasoning. They were not content to 
reason merely : men lived in these schools who foresaw the methods 
of observation and ei^riment which are the glory of oar centnry. 
The English monk, Boger Bacon, in the thirteenth centnry spent 
long years in the University of Paris, when he was the pnpU o£ a 
certain Pierre de Hancoint to whom he gives the fine title of ' Master 
of Experiments, Dominut eajMHmentorum.' When he wished to 
determine the principles of science, he wrote : * There are three ways 
of arriving at tmth: authority, which can only pxoduee faith, and 
must, moreover. Justify itself in the eye of reason; reasoning, the 
most certain oimelnsions of which leave somewhat to be desired, 
nnlessone verifies them ; and, finally, experiment, which suffices by 
itself/ And he insists on this fact, that ' above all the speculative 
sciences and the arts, there is the scienee of making experiments 
which shaU not be incomplete and feeble.' Boger Bacon speaks the 
same language that one listens to again in his homonym of the 
seventeenth century, and certainly Claude Bernard himself has not 
^pokan more confidently of the excellenoe of experimental methods," 
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teobanged with a passer-by in the street and an inti* 
mate and unchangeable affection"; 

5. To extract from his daily reading some one 
thought or trathy and engrare it on his memory with 
especial care, as prescribed by Seneca; 

4. To write a summary of what he has read; for 
words which are not confided to writing vanish like 
dust before tiie wind; 

6. To confer with his fellow pupils^ either in the 
di$putati(m€$f or in familiar conversations; this exer- 
cise is still more advantageous than reading, for its 
effect is to clear up all doubts and obscurities; 

6. Finally, to pray, which, according to St Bemardi 
is one of the best means to learn. ^ 

These pedagogic rules certainly bear the imprint 
of their age, since they end in extolling a mystical 
process prayer, and celebrate the benefits arising from 
discussion, that favorite method of the Middle Ages. 
But do they not also bear witness to a new spirit when 
they recommend meditation, that is to say, personal 
effort, prolonged and patient thought? To these stu- 
dents of the thirteenth century, crushed under a flood 
of words and an avalanche of dogmas, who left the ordi- 
nary lesson only to pass at once into the extraordi- 
nary one, who had no time to straighten out or pull 

1 Inedited p«9Ui,g» frqm Bobert de Sorbon, qaoted by M. Leooy de 
la ICarclM, op. cit., p. 463. " ▲ professor whose school was full was 
asked : ' What do yoa do to achieve such a great success? '— ' It is 
verj simple/ he repUed smiling^ ' God studies for me. I merely go 
to Haas, and when I come back I know by that all I ought to 
teach'" (Ibid.f p. 456). It would be difficult to expect much of 
the scientific spirit tem men who were nourished on these pious 
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tlieiiiMlTW logedier, fo beot waxe thfly imdar pef^^ 
dietetioiiiy and whose minds nerer veguned elssticitj 
SST6 in eamplying witli ilie marJianiflal and loatina 
diteipUne of syllogistie tessoning^ Bobert de Soibon 
opened the way to indiTidaaltboaght; heinyitedthem 
to reflect^ to choose, to study for themaelTes, and thus 
toietomtotiielostsonioesoforiffinalitv. And the in- 
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leetoal habits of the students of his time, who thought 
thejr had done all they eonid when they had filled their 
copy-books with notes. ^Kot to seem as if they had 
lost their time,'' said he, ''they collect leatres of parch- 
ment make thick volumes of them, with plenty of 
blank spaces on the inside, and bind them el^^tly in 
red leather; then they return to the paternal mansion 
with a little bag crammed fall of science but with a 
mind completely empty.'' An " empty mind " — was 
not that the characteristic of an intelligence exercised 
in purely formal studies, inured to abstract processes 
of reasoning, but shut away from all positive knowl- 
edge concerning the past of humanity and the nature 
of the world? And if it was not given to Robert de 
Sorbon to correct the faults which he defined so 
clearly, at least we owe him thanks for having pointed 
them out, and, at tiie same time, as it is permissible to 
think, for having inspired a certain number of his con- 
temporaries with his more comprehensive and reason- 
able way of understanding study. 

80 too, finally, in matters of discipline, it happened 
more than once in the height of the Middle Ages, that 
certain minds in advance of their times, protested 
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against the nse of corporal chastisements^ and demanded 
gentler and more liberal regulations. Such was Grerson 
who, in his o/niscte/um de ParvtdU ad Christum trdhen- 
dis, enjoined the masters to have a fatherly tenderness 
for their pupils, and interdicted the employment of the 
rod. Such also was St. Anselm, whose often quoted 
protest is well known : " Day and night, " said an abbot 
to him, ''we do not cease to chastise the children 
confided to our care, and they grow worse and worse.'' 
Anselm replied : '' Indeed 1 You do not cease to chastise 
them t And when they are grown up what will they 
become? Idiotic and stupids A fine education that^ 
which makes brutes of men! ... If you were to 
plant a tree in your garden, and were to enclose it on 
all sides so that it could not extend its branches, what 
would you find when, at the end of several years, you 
set it free from its bonds? A tree whose branches 
would be bent and crooked; and would it not be your 
faulty for having so uxireasonably confined it? '' 

Thus tiiere was forming in the very bosom of the 
routine university, a party of the future, already in 
possession oi the ideas which became the common- 
places of the pedagogy of the Renaissance. Here and 
there amid the writings of the university men of the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, we find the germ 
from which the modem spirit has developed. It must 
be thoroughly recognized, however, that this evolution 
took place outside of the old universities although they 
prepared the way for it; it took place in opposition to 
them, by virtue of that fatal law which forbids old 
institutions to reform themselves, and which cendemns 
them to decline and disappear when their time has 
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oome, and the needs which they originally supplied 
have given place to other requirements. Bom at an 
epoch when the only question was to preserre the 
deposit of traditional beliefs; the universities were not 
armed for the conquests of science. Hence, after days 
of brilliancy and gloiy, came years and centuries of 
obscurity. ''The ancient universities/' has said an 
historian of the sciences, M. Biot, ''were in the eigh- 
teenth century several oentoriea in arrears of all that 
concerns sciences and the arts. Peripatetics when all 
the world had renounced the philosophy of Aristotle 
with Descartes, they became Cartesians when the rest 
were Newtonians. That is the way with learned 
bodies 'virhich do not make discoveries." 

But although they have not had the privilege, refund 
to all human institutions, scholastic or other, of brav- 
ing the onslaught of time and of being founded for 
eternity, the old universities of the Middle Ages have, 
nevertheless, rendered immense services. To demon- 
strate this, it would suffice to draw up the list of their 
illustrious professors and pupils. It was not merely 
theologians and churchmen tiiat they formed; it was 
also literary men and poets; a Petrarch, whom we have 
seen studying at Bologna and MontpeUier ; a Dante who 
had visited the schools of the rue du Fouarre. The 
very xnen who have attacked and depreciated them 
issued from their schools and were indebted to them, 
in part at any rate, for their knowledge. Erasmus 
studied at the College of Montaigu in Paris; Montaigne 
was a pupil of the College of Ouyenne, a dependency 
of the Faculty of Arts at Bordeaux; Babelais had 
frequented almost all the French universities; Calvin 
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WM a student of Orleans and Bourges; Baoon studied 
at the ITniyersity of Cambridge. 

But let us not dwell solely on the famous masters or 
illustrious students who haye been the glory of the uni- 
yersities. Think of those thousands of obscure xnen, 
those suocessiye generations of masters, who patiently 
tilled the field of science. They sowed, it is quite 
possible, only an inferior sort of grain: they knew 
neither good processes of tillage nor good methods of 
scattering seed! But at least) their labor and inces- 
sant efforts kept the ground in a state of cultiya- 
tion; they did not permit it to lie fallow; they did not 
leaye the fields of thought to be oyerrun by thorns and 
briars. One may say what he likes of their sterile 
tasks and wasted pains. They commented, commented, 
commented. They inyented nothing. They ground 
away at the empty mill of dialectic! They wore 
themselyes out in subtleties, in fine distinctions, in 
quibblings. A single experiment in chemistry or 
modem physics, a solitary physiological or anatomical 
obseryation does more seryice to humanity than their 
enormous folios. But none the less, they haye de- 
seryed well from science by making ready for the 
future, by rendering possible the rich haryests of the 
sixteenth and succeeding centuries. In the chain of 
humanity's successiye progress they haye been a link, 
a ring, less brilliant perhaps, but as solid as the others, 
as necessary as any for the transmission of the intel- 
lectual and moral current of the spiritual life. And 
the proof that their work has not been wrought in 
yain, that the scholastic organism, of which they were 
the springs, was not unworthy to liye, is that, eyen 
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to-day, in all oivilued countriesy in young America 
as in old Eorope, men labor to maintain and develop 
where they exist already, and to create or reviye where 
they have disappeared, tiie nniyersities of modem 
times, inheritors of the name, and, in many respects, 
worthy representatives of the traditions of those of 
the Middle Ages. 



( 
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nent abilitiM m a toacber, 9, 16; 
boforo tbe Council of Soiitont, 11; 
at Sou, 12; bia Mlf-eonfldoiice, 12; 
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ulty of Arte, 170; iRAiet of, 178; 
bia PkyHoBt 170; at Ozfbrd and 
OMBbridfe, 181, 182. 

Arte, Faculty of, at Paria, 178; 
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ebaraoter of, 101; bad tbo loweet 
rai^,100. 
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B 
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▼eraity of Bologna, 42, 70, 82; tbe 
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▼atlon of tbe work, 168 note. 

Baobeior, aignification of tbe woM, 
148, 164. 
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nifioancc of, 164. 
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Bloia, Peter of, 67. 
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178, 182. 
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erick Barbaroaea, 42, 40, 66, 63; 
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lembert, 68; tbe cbancellor of, 124. 
Canon law, tbe atudy of, 284; Fao- 

ulty of, 286, a caate by tbemaelTce, 

287. 
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CsffoMo, the right of, t7. 
Ch«ao«Uor, th« oIBm of, 116 H Mg. 
Choreb, tho, rolotlono of, to tho la- 

teUeetnal noTOBioiit, S6 ti $tq. 
Civil Law, V^altj of, 987; oonroM 

and m e t h o di of lastnictiOB li, 2i7 

€i Hq., ni; book! UMd, IV. 
CloM-Yoom, UnlTtnity, appMiiiiot 

of, 170. 
ClwleiM, tho word, 74. 
Colmhra, UniToral^ of, M. 
CollafM la Fteia aad^laowhori, 194 

cf tiff. 
••OoUafM'* uod hiatead of "fke- 

vltioa," lU. 
Colombna anpportad by tha UnlTtr- 

altj of flalamaDoa, M. 
OonoaptsallaM, Abilard'a do«triDO» 

18. 
OonatantiM tha Afrieaa, M2, M4, 

360. 
Corporal pnalahmant la tha oalTer- 

altlaa, STB. 
ComoU, Sara, S8. 
Coonaa, UnlTaraltj, 172; Xxtraor- 

dinarj, maaoiag of tha tana, ITS. 
Criminal jarlidletlon at Tarloaa aai- 

yaraltlaa, 78 af aaff. 
CrolMot, Profaaaor IC, qnotad, 44. 
Cnuadaa, Iniiaaaaa of, apoa Waat* 

•tm Xnropa, O. 



Daan, tha UaiTaraltjr, ISf . 
JHonkOt nf Oraikuh tha laflaoaaa 

of Abalard'a matbod la, SS. 
Dagraaa la tha UalTaraity, ayalaai 

of, 148, US; aipaaaa of oMalalaf , 

118; Uttity la aoafanlBg, SS4. 
Daalfla, P^, on Abalaid, 4; hla 

etaaalfiaatiaa of tha aalfanrittaa, 

48. 
IMIcniiliUMiOi^ tha, 148. 
Diaaaetlooa la tha madlaal aahoola 

of tha HSddla Afaa, SSI al aaff . 
DIapQtattoa, maala for, la tha ICiddle 

Afaa,188. 
•* Doator,*' aaa of tfaa tarm, 144. 



Doetorata, tha, ISO; graat axpaaao 
of obtalalag the degree, 161. 

DMa, UaiTerilty of, S8; ofauaaa of 
atadaata at, 370, 374. 

Doaataa'a BartmHmH, 18S. 

Donai, Ualfaralty at, 48. 



Xrgd, tha tarm, 190 aoU. 
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189. 
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eoBplazlly of, 161; aboaaaaitaad- 

lag,16S. 
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avparlor. 111; diaaord batwaea, 

371; profHMon aot alwaya 

seated, 3n 
Ferrara, Unlvanlty of, 44. 
Floraaaa, UalTaraltj of, 44. 



Oatde gard imnt, the ri|(ht of, 88. 
Qormaa aalTaraltlee,^aativo part of, 

lBpQbllalifa,39ft. 
Qaraoa, 398; protaat of, acaiaat ao»^ 

poral poalehmaat, 806. 
Giammar aaho<^ at Furla, IS6. 
Chwtiaa, tha JDaorataii of, 388. 
0raaoble, the UalTanlty of, 98. 
GvoaaataaU, Bobart, atadlad al Fhiiab 

56;hlalBflq«Bea,SS. 



JTobfto, the, of Barbaioiia, 76. 

BartmgOt the, IIS. 

Haidalbaif, Uahranltr cf; SS, 68« 

Hak»iaa,9. 

HoUdaya, Tteivoiallgr, ITT. 

HopklBi^ Johaa, 38. 



Iraartaa, 388; Ma 
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Laatnae, A. 

Law, tMchtBf of, la tlM oaiTtnltj, 
S14; wnon «ttd eMl, 316; Bobmb, 
216; problbiUoB of tbo tOMblog of 
dvilySlT; pirofeMonof»318; eivili 
fftvond by Olonoit V, 220; tMota- 
lag of elvU, iaflaoaoo of, 221; Ro* 
nwa, Borar completoly abudoaed. 



Ltadit fkir, 122 and aote. 
Lerida, TJaiTartity of, 64. 
Ucoatlato't degree, eunUaAtloa 

mad eoaditloat for, 165. 
Iiiaboa, Uaiverfity of, 66. 
Locke at Montpellier, 347. 
Logio, atody of, 176, 180, 182, 200. 
I^ombard, Peter, 66; aalveniltiea fre- 

qaeated by him, aad bla teaehlaga, 

66; bla Book of the Seateaoea, 

162,206. 
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ICaater, tttle of, eqolvmleat to thai of 

dootor, 167. 
Medical atodlea darlag the Middle 

Agea, 240 €t i4q, ; la the aatreral- 

tlea, 242, 240 e$ $eq. ; lailneaee of 

Arablaa medletae, 24St. 
Medical adeaoea, the chief atody la 

the BiMAlah oalVeraltlea, 80. 
Medidae, practice of, la the Middle 

Agea, 268 H 9tq, 
Medidae, lUculty of, 242, 244 «l uq„ 

248, 262, 267. 
Melna, Bobert of. 67. 
Mertoa, Walter de, college fooada- 

tSoaof, 196. 
Mettioda of atody la the oalTerdtiea, 

184efMg. 
Military aerrlce, aalTerdtlea exempt 

from, 86. 
MohtpelUer, Uaiverdty of, 68, 66, 80; 

aomber of atodeata at, 100; *<Na- 

tioaa '* la, 106, 224; devotioa of the 

doctoralatheplagaeat, 260; Fae* 

olty of Medidae la, 246; Jewa at, 

247, 348; atadeato' riot at, 276; 

aaoetle rolea at» 278. 



Kaatea, Ualveralty of, 44. 
"Natioaa** la the oaiverdtlea, 08 

€i $tq„ 101, 104, 106, 224; had each 

ita apodal patroa, 106. 
NaYarre, College of, at Parla, 206. 
NunHi of the onlverdtiea, 188. 



Odo, 6. 

Orleaaa, Ualrerdty of, 20, 48; ezer- 
daea the right of c99Mtio, 87; lu 
aj^dal prlvllegea, 01; aomber of 
atodeata at, 100; oolTcrdty of 
law oaly, 216. 

Oxford, Uie atody of theology car- 
ried to, from Paria, 80; prepara- 
tioaa for the Uaiverdty of, 67, 62; 
the rector of, 124; aad Cambridge, 
107; poUtleal powera of , 206. 



Fadoa, Ualverdty of, 66 ; cItII immu- 
Blty of, 70; '* Nttdoaa " ia, 106. 

Paleada, tJaiveratty of, 27. 

PamdtcU of Joatlaiaa, 228. 

Parla, Ualyerdty of. Abelard lu 
real fooader, 8, 4; Ita predae orl- 
gla oakaowa, 26; the prototype 
of maay othera, 27, 61, 68; begin. 
Blag of, 28, 20; dlalectlca and 
theology emphaaixed at, 80; the 
rapid growth of, 66; mea of mark 
at, 66; OxoBiaBaat,66; the leader* 
ahlp of, 60; defeada ita prlTllegea, 
76 ; prtvilegea graated to, by the 
Pope Oeleatlae III, 77, and by 
Philip Angoatoa, 78; haathe right 
of OMaoMo ooaf erred opea it, 88; 
exerdaea the right, 80; the form 
aaaomed la, by the " NaUona," 101 
ef uq.; the I^acoltlea at, 108; re. 
hitloaa of the Faeoltlea and the 
•'Natioaa,'* 104; diatiacUoB be. 
tweea the Facolty of Arte and the 
other Fiaeoltlea, 104, 110; rector 
of, 116, 120; prerogatiTea of, 121; 
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• to e tkm of, ISI; Ite tfant dtgrm 
te«14t: • ptotort of tht Iff e of » 
■iQdoBi !■« 1C7 of Mg.; Vmeohf of 
Arte IB, 17i: tbo thoologleol uid» 
vtnHj, Sn, sot, n4, 9U; nonlo 
of Um ttodoBti of, S76; Mthority 
of, »8: Um dodlt eiiild of rojndty, 
nS; tekot port in rtUgiooo qwur- 
rola,9n; OMortodttirlglitiaciiBit 
Uie popoo, MT. 

FSTia, Unlvontty of, 4A. 

Peobody, Ooorgo, X. 

P^doffOffim, the, 101. 

Potrmreb, SU; atndlod low ot Hont. 
poUior,9n; 
a Fh^Holan, 868; taio 
ofMontpelltor,SM. 

Plaoontin, 898. 

Plotor, FoUz, W. 

Poltton, Unhrontty of, SB, 4M, 84; 
anmbor of olodoBto at, 108; '* Na- 
tion* *Mii, 108. 

Porrte, OUbort do la, 88; Ibo Mc 
PHiidEplM of , in. 

Pngno, UalTonlty of, tho flnt Gor- 
man nnlvonity, 88, ffl ; ** NaUono '* 
in, 108. 

Priidan'a Oramnar, IIL 

Prhrilogoo In tbo Mlddlo Agoo, T8: 
of tho mdvoraltloo, 78 of Mg./ ox- 
tondod to oortain clnawi of tmdoa- 



Preenrator, tlio, 108, 180. 

ProfoMon, nnWorrity, mothod of 
loetnring and enitoma of, 171; and 
■todonto In tho oniTonitloo, 887, 
381; liabiuof;870; yoathof,881; 
poy of, 882; po¥ortyof,S84; ootf- 
baey of, 888. 

FrepoiUum, tfao, 188. 

PnlloyBO, Sobortv 88. 



QalatUlaB,UO. 



Boholali at MontpoUior, 8^,888,878. 
Eiftor, of tho UbI? oraitj of IteL^ 



118; prtragativoi of , 181 of mt^ 

ago and pay, 188 €t Mg.; tooApo- 

laiy otaanMtor of faio fnaotloai. 

188; boaora of, 188; poy of, 138; 

laotallatlOB of , 188. 

BoUfioaa ordovi, tho hobo of tho 
wJxwfcU a 

100, ago of; nnlTonltioo 
fiB«BdodlB,88^ 
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flaint AbmIm, 8. 

Bokmonoa, Univonity of, 47; birth 

and rank of, 80 €t oog. ; oopportod 

Ooloinbno, 80; Ufo at, doling tho 

1lClddloAgoo,8T«lMg. 
flolomo, OMdieal oobool In, 848 of 

Mg.,846. 
BalUbnry, John of, a pnpll of Abo> 

lard, 18, 67; onthnabuim of, f or tho 

Unlvcralty of Parte, 881 
Sorogooia, UnWcralty of, 64. 
Seboolo in tho Dark AgM, 8. 
Amfonoet, the, by Potor Lombard, 

Infloonco of Abolard'i mothod In, 



Sionna, UniToriify of, 08. 

Sorbon, Bobort do, on tho oraratna^ 
tloni for tho lieontiato'a dogroo, 
186; hioiiznilot,800. 

'* Borbonoo," tho origbi of, 806. 

Btodoato, nntrontty, nnmbon of; 
00, 167; pOTorty of, 886; rolatioa 
botwoon prof OMoni and, 867; rola- 
tiono botwoon oaeh othor, 800; 
oqoallty botwooa, 870; Ikulto of, 
878 €i tog. / profflgaoy of, 878; 
bod brtodlng of, 877. 

Sfudtem, tho torm, 88. 

BtuMum ponorote, tho tirm, IS. 

8nUy,Manrloodo,88. 

Inrgioal ooionoo In tho lOddiO Agoo, 
848 of tog., 867. 

Qyndk, tho nnlToriily, in. 



Taxof»intho lOddlo Agoo, 
vtnltlof oxompt from^ 84. 



INDEX 



815 



TiMolotjr lot tevght Ib all mhww 
dttM, 19; nak of tho atadj of» 
900 H Mg.; Vtenlly of, importaBoo 
of, 903; booki mwl I17, 907; 
Bebolaatf e, iU prineipol ehMMtor* 
hUm, 900; proMoBM of, 911; 
•hroyt OMOoiotad with phUofopUe 
■tadiM»919. 

TonloiiM, VnlMwOty of, 99, 90; 
Biunber of ttadaiti at, 100; aCad- 
lea Id, 191. 

Torin, Vvivwnity of, tta apaaial piiv- 
UafM,9L 



UolTtnltlaa, the flnl, thalr otigia 
gradaal, 9ft; bagan hj apaolaltsa- 
tioB, Bot aa aomplata bodlaa of 
iaatnietiOB, 90: ai ll»t like the 
Inda-cnUda, 99, 94, 140; foataiad 
by tha popea, 96, 99; aod tj the 
ahfll authoritiea, 41; prlaalpia of 
alaaelfleatloDof,49; moltlpUaattOB 
of, 40; Uatof, iB the order of their 
foBBdlBg, 60 af tag.; ehlef, baloBf- 
iBff to the age of the Henalaaawaa, 
19; modera, H; of Oemaay, 94; 
prhrilegea aad ImmBBltlaa of, 19 af 
•ag.i little r^nbUaa, 74, 114, 197; 
eriBiinal jorladletloB la, 79 af »^.f 
exempt freai all taxaa, 94; aad 
froai nilltary aarfloa, 99; apaahd 
prMlagaa aajoyed by aoBM, 91 «f 



aag .; aaataalaaHna!' IniBiBBltlea of, 
99; aboaaa of their pri?ilagea, 99; 
aoUaltade of prlaaaa aad popea for 
ihalr welfare, 94; aonreea of their 
proaperlty, 9ft; dlaUBgalahlBg 
eharaatariatlea of, 09 tt »§q,{ anm. 
bar of atodeato attaadlBg, 90; the 
•'NaUoaa" la the, 99, 101; aelf. 
goToralBg, lift; tha oAaa of ehaa- 
eelior Ib, 119 «f $eq,; ofllee of 
reetor Ib, 190 af aag*; other otteera 
of, 190 af $§q*f aaaanbliea of, 194; 
govenuBeBt of, 196; the flrat 
bodlaa to akei^Biae aelf -govenuBeBt, 
197; eTaBnlwationa aod diploaaa 
Ib, 199; ayatoDi of dtgraai Ib, 149; 
the dally Mia aad eaaUMBa of a, 
167 af 9iq,; JBflnaBee af, ob aoelety, 
997 af »eq,i iBtaraal Ufa of, 969 af 
$eq,; large abara of, iBgaBaraladB- 
eattoB, 96ft; poverty of the aia- 
deota, 966; relatloB betweea the 
pmfeaaora aad tha atadeata, 997; 
Baeoftherodio, 379; take part Ib 
pBblia aflUra, 960 af §iq.; eoBtraa 
of iBtallaaloal davalopmeBt, 909; 
liber^of aplritlB,909af aag.; the 
lauBaBaa aerviaea of, 904. 
•« UBtTaralty," origiBal algattaaBaa 
ofthaterBi,91. 
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